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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Surah Yusuf stands among the most beau-
tiful narratives of the Holy Qur’an, encom-
passing the story of Prophet Yusuf (Jo-
seph) (A.S.) and Zuleikha, both in elo-
quence and depth of meaning. Given that
Prophet Yusuf was a messenger of God,
several natural questions arise in the hu-
man mind: How could it be possible for a
prophet clothed in the mantle of
prophethood to even intend a sin? At the
time when Yusuf was faced with the temp-
tation of sin, was he already invested with
the sacred office of prophethood? How
could the mere intention of sin be recon-
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ciled with the doctrine of prophetic infal-
libility (‘ismah)? And more fundamentally,
according to the Qur’an itself, is it possible
for sin—even as a fleeting thought—to oc-
cur within the heart of a prophet?

2. Research Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analyti-
cal method in addressing the topic. A de-
scriptive study is one in which the re-
searcher examines and analyzes phenom-
ena and their characteristics, providing a
systematic account of the concept—in this
case, the internal or mental occurrence of
sinful thoughts (khutur galbi al-dhanb).
The research relies primarily on library-
based investigation, including the study
and analysis of existing texts, commen-
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taries, and scholarly sources related to the
subject.

3. Results

The divergence between Sunni and Shi‘a
scholars regarding whether or not a sinful
thought could have arisen in the heart of
the Prophet Yusuf (A.S.) originates from
their differing understandings of the scope
of infallibility (‘ismah).

Sunni scholars generally adopt a mini-
malist approach to ‘ismah, restricting it to
protection from error in speech—or, at
most, in both speech and action. In con-
trast, Shi‘a scholars uphold a maximalist
view, extending infallibility to all three do-
mains: speech, action, and thought (or the
heart). Accordingly, based on the interpre-
tation of Shi‘a exegetes, no sinful thought
ever entered Yusufs heart in the first
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