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Abstract

Surrealism, or super-realism, emerged as a rebellious reaction to the
devastation of the First World War. Its primary objective was to return
once again to the inner world of human beings and to rediscover the
latent capacities of the mind in the creation of literary and artistic
works. Nima Yushij, the father of modern Persian poetry, was the first
poet in contemporary Persian literature to show an inclination toward
this approach, to the extent that scattered surrealistic elements can be
traced in some of his poems. Although surrealism constitutes only a
marginal tendency in Nima’s poetry, the present study, through an
examination of his collected works, concludes that from his earliest
poems such as Afsaneh and Ey Shab to his later works such as Shab
Ast and Ri-Ra, Nima consistently displayed an interest in this literary
and intellectual movement. The presence of such elements as wonder
and magic, dreams and visions, the disruption of causal relationships
and reliance on chance, the disintegration of form and deliberate
distortion of scale, convulsive beauty, paradox, and other features
confirms this claim. An examination of these elements throughout
Nima’s poetic corpus demonstrates that surrealistic imagery and other
characteristics of surrealism are discernible, albeit sporadically, in his
poetry.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
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Disillusionment with the nihilism of Dadaism, the despair and anxiety brought about by the First
World War, the pursuit of truth, and an interest in the peaceful East were among the major factors
that led to the abandonment of Dadaist methods and the establishment of the new intellectual
movement of Surrealism. Although the former Dadaists and later Surrealists—André Breton and
his associates—opposed Dadaist nihilism in a forceful manner, it should not be overlooked that
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Dadaism itself was by no means a completely barren movement. Indeed, since it represented “the
essential stage preceding the birth of Surrealism, it may be regarded as an extraordinarily fertile
source” (Seyyed Hosseini 1387, vol. 2, p. 785).

The modern individual of the twentieth century, despite scientific and industrial achievements,
anticipated comprehensive progress in life. Yet the experience of war demonstrated that not only
had little changed, but humanity had entered a new crisis, one that required a return to the self and
an exploration of the relatively uncharted realms of the unconscious mind in order to attain new
forms of insight and discovery. This fundamental shift in the outlook of twentieth-century
intellectuals and artists was, above all, a response to the widespread despair of the age and an effort
to avoid falling once more into the abyss of nihilism.

Through distinctive methods, Surrealism developed its theoretical foundations, all of which shared
a common emphasis on turning inward and escaping the constraints of external reality. This study
seeks to investigate the traces of surrealism in the poetry of Nima Yushij, viewing it as a more
marginal tendency in comparison with Romanticism, Symbolism, and Realism in his work. This
aspect of Nima’s poetry has largely been neglected in previous scholarship.

2. Research Questions and Methodology
The present study relies on library-based resources for data collection. Subsequently, the
gathered materials were analyzed in order to formulate the findings of the research.
2. Which surrealist elements can be identified in the poetry of Nima Yushij?
3. Was surrealism a central movement in Nima’s poetry, or merely a secondary and marginal
tendency?

3. Findings and Conclusion
While Surrealism is inherently characterized by rebellion and semantic subversion, in the realm of
imagery it seeks not only to present realities beyond ordinary and familiar boundaries but also to
reveal the inner world of modern humanity, doing so through disruptive and unconventional forms
of expression. This mode of creating beauty in Nima’s poetry reflects both his familiarity with
Western literary schools, including Surrealism, and his desire to test his creative powers within
this domain.
An examination of Nima Yushij’s poetic imagery reveals that he consistently regarded Surrealism
as a secondary yet persistent tendency. The presence of surrealistic features in his poetry
substantiates this claim. The representation of wonder and magical phenomena, attention to mental
worlds, imagination, dreams and visions, the surrealization of surrounding objects and elements,
the disintegration of forms and deliberate distortion of scale, paradoxical imagery, the unity of
subject and object, and the aspiration toward freedom are among the most significant
characteristics found in his poetry. These features, though not dominant, indicate his inclination
toward Surrealism and establish him as the first surrealist poet in modern Persian poetry.
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