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1403112 Abstract

Accepted: Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko, or The Royal Slave demonstrates how
1404-03-18 language functions as an instrument of oppression and justification

within the colonial system. Through the presence of an intrusive
narrator and Eurocentric frameworks, the text simultaneously criticizes
individual acts of cruelty while reinforcing colonial ideologies. By
presenting the story as a “true history,” the narrator acquires narrative
authority and aligns readers with a Eurocentric perspective. The
representation of Oroonoko as a noble figure evaluates his virtue
according to European standards and diminishes his African identity.
At the same time, his renaming as “Caesar” symbolizes the erasure of

Keywords: cultural identity and the imposition of a colonial framework. This study

intrusive narrator: seeks to demonstrate how language, at various levels of narration,

colonial discourse: becomes a tool of domination and cultural erasure. Typographical

controlling language; | choices (visual language), such as italics and capitalization, reinforce

linguistic fragility. ‘_[he narrz_ltor’s control over the narrative and restrict the re;a_d@r’s
interpretive freedom. Although the text offers moments of criticism
directed at individual behavior, it does not conceal its complicity in
legitimizing colonial domination. This study presents Oroonoko as a
reflection of the contradictions of its age—a text oscillating between
the critique and the reinforcement of colonial ideologies.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko is among the earliest literary texts to address directly the issues of slavery,
colonialism, and race. However, through its particular use of language and narrative techniques,
the work operates in a complex manner: while it criticizes individual injustices, it simultaneously
reinforces the colonial ideologies of its time.
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The intrusive narrator occupies a central role in shaping the reader’s perspective and asserts
narrative authority by claiming that the work recounts a “true history.” This authority, combined
with Eurocentric framing and manipulated language, marginalizes the cultural identity of the
protagonist, Oroonoko, and defines him according to European standards. Furthermore,
Oroonoko’s renaming as “Caesar” and the suppression of his native identity reveal the colonial
system’s attempt to exercise cultural control and erasure.

Given these contradictions, the central concern of this study is to investigate how language
functions as a mechanism of oppression, control, and, at the same time, justification for the colonial
system. Drawing upon the theoretical frameworks of Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, Gayatri Spivak,
and Mikhail Bakhtin—all of whom examine colonialism or structures of power through the lens
of language and discourse—as well as narratological perspectives developed by Gérard Genette,
this article seeks to demonstrate that Oroonoko oscillates between critiquing and collaborating
with colonial ideology.

Despite the differences among these thinkers, their shared concern with the role of language and
narrative in the construction of power relations provides a basis for integrating their approaches in
the analysis of Oroonoko. In particular, Genette’s concept of the intrusive narrator is closely related
to postcolonial critiques of colonial discourse and to the role of language in silencing and
controlling the voices of the colonized.

2. Research Questions and Methodology

e This study adopts a qualitative approach with an interdisciplinary orientation. By
combining theories from narratology, postcolonial studies, and linguistics, it offers an
analysis of Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko in an attempt to answer the following questions:

e How do narrative and language shape readers’ emotional responses?

e How does Aphra Behn employ literary descriptions, dialogue, and imagery to evoke
sympathy and exert ethical influence on readers?

e Inwhat ways does Oroonoko reflect or challenge the colonial ideologies of the seventeenth
century?

3. Findings and Conclusion
Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko is a text marked by tension and contradiction, in which language and
narrative function as a double-edged instrument. On the one hand, they provide an apparent
critique of the individual injustices of the colonial system; on the other, they contribute to the
reproduction of Eurocentric frameworks and discourses of domination. Through cultural
assumptions rooted in Western traditions and through typographical techniques, the intrusive
narrator constrains the lived experience of the colonized and defines it within a Eurocentric
framework.
Although Oroonoko is portrayed as honorable and self-sacrificing, these qualities are recognized
only within Western standards, and his tragic death symbolizes the complete erasure of individual
agency in the face of colonial order.
This study has sought to demonstrate how language and narrative participate in reproducing and
reinforcing colonial discourses while simultaneously providing readers with an opportunity to
expose the hidden mechanisms of domination through critical reading and to recover the silenced
voices of the colonized. In doing so, the study has aimed not only to examine the linguistic and
narratological dimensions of the work but also to highlight the complex role of language in
structures of power and cultural erasure.
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Ultimately, Oroonoko remains, as both a historical and literary text, a living site for critique,
dialogue, and the reconsideration of the cultural and linguistic dynamics of colonialism. Future
studies may deepen our understanding of the effects of colonialism on language and identity by
focusing more extensively on the role of the colonized and by recovering the voices that have been

marginalized.
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"He was, indeed, by birth a Prince, as noble as the rest of the world, but by his

education and virtues, the most illustrious that ever was born of Africa" (Behn,
2003: 10).
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"They called him Caesar, a name that would better suit their taste and
understanding." (Behn, 2003: 21)
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"What could be more surprising than this?! The Prince of such a noble lineage,
sold to slavery!" (Oroonoko 29)
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"Oh! What misfortunes lie ahead for this noble soul?!" (Behn, 2003: 31)
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