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Abstract

This study investigates the linguistic mechanisms through which attitude and
ideology are represented in Reza Baraheni's novel The Secrets of My Land, with
particular emphasis on how the author employs evaluative language to convey his
ideological stance to readers. The analysis focuses on the novella "Ghol-e Hossein
Mirza", which, at over 400 pages and approximately 125,000 words, constitutes the
longest and most comprehensive section of the novel. Owing to its narrative
complexity and ideological concentration, this section can be regarded as a
representative embodiment of the author's overall worldview throughout the work.
The study adopts an integrated theoretical framework combining Martin and White's
(2005) Appraisal Theory with discourse analysis. Employing a mixed qualitative—
quantitative methodology, the research applies the Attitude subsystem of Appraisal
Theory—including Affect, Judgment, and Appreciation—to the entire novella. For
each subsystem, statistical tables, representative textual examples, and discourse-
ideological analyses are presented. Coding was conducted according to Martin and
White's systematic appraisal framework, while the final interpretation considered the
semantic layers of the text, the narrative subject's position, and the mechanisms
through which power is represented. Findings reveal that negative evaluations
substantially outnumber positive ones across all three Attitude subsystems. Within
Affect, approximately 73% of the evaluative instances are negative, while in both
Judgment and Appreciation, negative evaluations occur at more than twice the
frequency of positive ones. Emotions such as sorrow, insecurity, dissatisfaction, and
aversion, together with judgments concerning injustice, incompetence, and
immorality, as well as appreciations centered on destruction and decline, demonstrate
that the language of the narrative functions as a site of resistance against power.
Through evaluative language, Baraheni not only constructs the lived experience of
the narrative subject but also actively engages readers in processes of judgment,
empathy, and critical reflection, thereby seeking to communicate and reinforce his
ideological perspective.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The significance of language as a central concept in postcolonial theory lies primarily in its role in
the construction of identity. Language constitutes one of the most fundamental aspects of personal
identity, revealing considerable information about the individual who uses it. Examining the
language through which identity is expressed uncovers the often contradictory dimensions of that
identity. Consequently, questions of language are inseparable from questions of identity.
As a linguistic art form and a discursive practice, literature reflects ideological and identity-related
concerns while simultaneously embodying the stylistic characteristics of its author. It serves as a
space in which the author's intellectual and ideological orientations are manifested. Ashcroft,
Griffiths, and Tiffin (2007, p. 283) argue that language and terminology are indispensable to the
study of postcolonial literature—and indeed postcolonial discourse more broadly—because
language represents reality through linguistic structures that implicitly shape and naturalize
particular ways of perceiving the world.
From the perspective of Systemic Functional Linguistics, language is fundamentally a socially
functional communicative act. Following this premise, the present study assumes that narrative
fiction likewise functions as a purposeful communicative interaction between author and reader.
Beyond creating a fictional world populated by characters, settings, narrators, and events, literary
texts establish and sustain an interpersonal relationship between the writer and the reader.
Understanding this interpersonal dimension depends largely upon the literary qualities of the text
itself. For example, when a narrator or character directly addresses readers, attention is
immediately drawn to the text's communicative function and to the relationship it constructs
between author and audience.
Reading literature is therefore itself a form of response to the author. By producing a literary text,
the writer seeks to persuade, influence, and often transmit a particular ideological perspective to
readers. Readers, in turn, engage interactively with both the author and the text, responding to the
perspectives presented. Accordingly, the present study aims to examine this interaction, focusing
specifically on the strategies through which the author influences readers by means of evaluative
language. To this end, the novella "Ghol-e Hossein Mirza", taken from Reza Baraheni's The
Secrets of My Land, was selected for analysis. Occupying more than 400 pages, this novella
represents the longest section of the novel and may reasonably be regarded as encapsulating its
broader ideological atmosphere, narrative voice, and discursive structure.

2. Research Questions and Methodology

1. The principal research question of this analytical-descriptive study concerns the type of
attitude the author utilizes to communicate to readers through the evaluative language
employed in the novella “Ghol-e Hossein Mirza”? The study further addresses the
following questions:

2. To what extent does the author employ the evaluative resources of Affect, Judgment, and
Appreciation, and what are their frequencies within the text?

3. How do the positive and negative orientations of these evaluative resources contribute to
the representation of the novel's ideological worldview?
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4. How does evaluative language construct the interaction between author and reader in terms
of the interpersonal metafunction proposed within Halliday and Matthiessen's (2014)
Systemic Functional Linguistics?

3. Findings and Conclusion
The analysis of the Attitude subsystem demonstrates that the language of the narrative extends
well beyond simple description and instead functions as a vehicle for ideological persuasion,
exposure, and resistance. The narrative is structured so that the speaking subject continually
evaluates the self, others, lived experiences, and the surrounding environment through the three
principal categories of Affect, Judgment, and Appreciation. Statistical findings reveal a
pronounced tendency toward negative evaluation across all three categories.
The analysis identified 267 instances of Affect, 360 instances of Judgment, and 216 instances of
Appreciation. In every subsystem, negative evaluations occur at more than twice the frequency of
positive ones. Most notably, approximately 73% of all Affect instances are negative. Feelings such
as sorrow, insecurity, dissatisfaction, and aversion dominate the narrative to such an extent that
the narrator's emotional experiences become structural features of the text itself. These emotions
portray an enduring experience of loss, fragmentation, and symbolic violence that transcends
individual psychology and permeates collective memory, aesthetic perception, and interpersonal
relations.
Examples such as "The following year became a year of anxiety, distress, nightmares, and ominous
fears about the future” (Vol. 1, p. 610) and "My fear is of the trap in which both you and | have
become ensnared” (Vol. 1, p. 533) clearly illustrate the overwhelming emotional burden carried
by the narrator, transforming him from a detached storyteller into a deeply affected and vulnerable
subject.
This negative orientation is equally evident in the narrator's moral judgments. Interrogators, for
instance, are repeatedly portrayed not only as morally corrupt but also as professionally
incompetent: "Even in lying they were clumsy"” (Vol. 2, p. 818). These judgments are grounded
not in abstract moralizing but in concrete and lived experiences embedded within the narrative
itself.
Similarly, at the level of Appreciation, the fictional world consistently privileges images of
humiliation, destruction, uncertainty, and decay rather than admiration or aesthetic affirmation.
Reflecting on the relationship between death and artistic representation, the narrator observes:
"This sinister transaction between death and life, the photographer and the photograph, crushed
my heart” (Vol. 2, p. 811). Such passages suggest that memory, photography, and even beauty
become subject to ideological exploitation.
What distinguishes the evaluative language of this first-person narrative from many others is its
remarkable intensity and certainty. In most cases, the narrator expresses emotions, judgments, and
evaluations without hesitation or qualification, frequently employing poetic and metaphorical
language that intensifies both semantic density and psychological force. Consequently, language
ceases to function merely as a medium of narration and instead becomes a site of confrontation
with power.
Because evaluative meanings permeate every sphere of life—from family relationships and
childhood memories to imprisonment and interrogation—the language of the narrative emerges
not simply as the language of storytelling but as the language of exposure, revealing wounds that
remain embedded within language, memory, morality, and imagination.
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Within this framework, the relationship between author and reader assumes particular significance.
According to Halliday's Systemic Functional Linguistics, language simultaneously performs
ideational, interpersonal, and textual functions. In the present narrative, the interpersonal
metafunction—through which speakers establish relationships with both their audience and the
subject matter—is realized most prominently through evaluative language. By employing
emotionally charged expressions, implicit moral judgments, and evaluative lexical choices, the
author enters into an emotional and ideological dialogue with readers. Readers are invited to
respond with sympathy, indignation, admiration, or doubt. In this sense, evaluative language
functions not only to express the narrator's position but also to construct the reader as an active
interpretive subject who is continually called upon to judge and engage critically with the text.
From a broader perspective, the narrative may also be situated within a postcolonial framework.
Although Iran was never formally colonized, Baraheni depicts colonialism as a symbolic,
psychological, and internalized structure of domination. Many of the novel's negative evaluations
target not an external colonial force but an indigenous authority that has appropriated and
reproduced colonial mechanisms of control. The narrative subject repeatedly experiences
frustration, fear, powerlessness, and disillusionment without confronting a foreign occupier.
Consequently, “Ghol-e Hossein Mirza” represents the language of ideology operating within a
condition of internal colonialism—a narrative of linguistic resistance against a power structure that
presents itself as natural, lawful, or protective while systematically eroding subjectivity from
within.

In conclusion, Baraheni demonstrates a profound awareness of the ideological potential of
language. Through what this study identifies specifically as evaluative language, and more
precisely through the Attitude subsystem of Appraisal Theory, he not only represents personal
experience but also exposes structures of domination while simultaneously engaging readers in a
process through which narrative itself becomes an act of resistance. Rather than merely reflecting
reality, the language of the novel constructs an alternative reality in which the subject is no longer
simply subordinated but becomes the narrator of wounds and voices that emerge from silence.
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