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Abstract
Received: The gradual degradation of vegetation cover in the Zagros region, in addition
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to natural and managerial factors, is associated with patterns of human-nature
Accepted: interaction, cultural values, social structures, and the ways in which citizens
September 15, 2026 perceive their responsibilities toward natural resources. the objective of this

study is to sociologically analyze how environmental responsibility toward
vegetation cover is constructed among citizens of Yasouj, with particular
attention to the social and cultural determinants underpinning its emergence.

Employing a qualitative methodology, this research utilized thematic
analysis as its analytical strategy. The study participants consisted of 15
Yasouj citizens, recruited via purposive sampling employing a maximum
variation approach, with selection guided by the criterion of theoretical
saturation. Data collection and analysis were conducted through semi-
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structured interviews.

Eg‘s’é?n”s%‘;m‘;' Vegetation Analysis revealed that environmental responsibility among citizens emerges
Thematic Analysis, Social | through the dynamic interplay of modes of nature perception, socio-
Capital, Citizens of Yasou;. economic conditions, lived experiences, and cultural patterns. The core
theme—'The Interaction of Individual Interests and Socio-Cultural
Practices'—comprised four subordinate themes: instrumental and
consumption-oriented orientations toward natural resources, livelihood
pressures and the prioritization of immediate needs over environmental
conservation, inadequate environmental education and the intergenerational
transmission of unsustainable behavioral patterns and the cultivation of
environmental responsibility through awareness, experiential learning, and
place attachment. Findings demonstrate that non-conservationist behaviors
cannot be reduced to awareness deficits alone; rather, they are constituted
through livelihood constraints, value systems, socialization processes, and
relational human-—nature dynamics.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The environment, as the fundamental basis for the
continuation of human life, has always existed in
reciprocal interaction with the social, economic,
and cultural activities of societies. Throughout
history, humans have utilized natural resources to
meet their needs; however, the expansion of
urbanization, population growth, changing
consumption patterns, and increasing human
interventions in nature have rendered the
relationship between society and the environment
more complex (Richardson et al., 2020: 823). The
consequences of this situation have manifested in
crises such as climate change, biodiversity loss,
vegetation cover degradation, soil erosion, and
the depletion of natural resources. Nevertheless,
these crises are not merely biological or technical
issues; rather, due to their direct connection with
lifestyles, values, attitudes, and patterns of human
action, they have become social problems
(Nosratinejad et al., 2020: 35).

Despite the critical importance of natural
resources, the vegetation cover of the Zagros
region—and specifically the Yasouj area—has
faced various threats in recent years. According
to reports on the environmental status of
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province, frome
2015 to 2017, 38 cases of wildfires occurred in
the forest and rangeland areas of Boyer-Ahmad
County, resulting in damage to over 900 hectares
of the province’s natural resources. Furthermore,
during the same period, more than 1,561 hectares
of national and natural lands in the province were
encroached upon by opportunistic individuals
(Moradi et al., 2020: 287).

Despite the significance of environmental issues
in the Zagros region, much of the existing
literature has focused primarily on levels of
environmental awareness, attitudes, or behaviors,
with limited attention paid to the social processes
underlying the formation of environmental
responsibility  from the perspective of
individuals’ lived experiences. Accordingly, the
central research question of the present study is:
How is citizens’ environmental responsibility
toward the Zagros vegetation cover socially and
culturally constructed in Yasouj, and what

meanings, experiences, values, and mechanisms
play a role in its formation?

2. Research Methodology

The present study was conducted using a
qualitative approach and employing thematic
analysis as the analytical strategy. The study
participants comprised 15 citizens of Yasouj,
selected through purposive sampling with a
maximum variation approach, based on the
criterion of theoretical saturation. Data were
collected and analyzed through semi-structured
interviews.

3. Findings and Scenarios

1. Instrumental and consumption-oriented
attitude toward natural resources: One of the
primary themes emerging from the interviews is
the formation of an attitude in which some
participants evaluate vegetation cover primarily
in terms of its direct functions and the tangible
benefits it provides in their everyday lives.
Within this orientation, the value of nature is
largely defined by the extent of its utility to the
individual, while its public, ecological, and
intergenerational dimensions are relegated to
secondary importance.

2. Livelihood pressures and the
predominance of life  necessities over
conservation considerations: Another theme
emerging from the interviews concerns the role of
livelihood pressures and perceived economic
insecurity in shaping how some citizens interact
with vegetation cover. The study’s findings
indicate that certain harmful behaviors toward
plant resources are interpreted by participants not
as deliberate disregard for nature, but rather as
strategies for coping with economic constraints
and meeting life’s necessities. In other words, for
some individuals, when issues related to daily
expenses, income, and economic security take
priority, the long-term conservation of natural
resources becomes a secondary concern.

3. Deficient learning and education, and the
transmission of inappropriate behavioral patterns
in society: Another theme emerging from the
interviews concerns the role of socialization
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processes, familial experiences, and socially
learned behavioral patterns in shaping citizens’
relationship with vegetation cover. The findings
indicate that individuals’ attitudes toward nature
are not merely the product of personal
information or formal environmental awareness;
rather, they are formed through everyday
experiences, family interactions, observation of
others’ behaviors, and prevailing social norms.
Among some participants, the utilization of plant
resources since childhood has been experienced
as part of their way of life and a means of meeting
household needs, gradually becoming an
accepted behavioral pattern.

4, The Formation of Environmental
Responsibility ~ through ~ Awareness  and
Experience: One of the themes derived from the
interviews indicates that, among a segment of the
participants, environmental responsibility toward
vegetation is shaped not merely by theoretical
awareness of environmental issues, but through
the interplay of lived experience, place
attachment, the observation of the consequences
of environmental degradation, and participation
in environmentally oriented social relations. For
these individuals, vegetation is not simply a
collection of economically exploitable resources;
rather, it constitutes an integral part of their
lifeworld, collective memories, and local identity.
The overarching theme identified in the study
was “The Interplay between Individual Interests
and Sociocultural Practices in the Formation of
Environmental Responsibility.” This theme
demonstrates  that  behaviors  concerning
vegetation are not solely the outcome of
individual decision-making or insufficient
environmental awareness. Instead, they emerge
from the interaction between short-term
individual interests, social experiences, patterns
of socialization, and the ways in which the
human-—nature relationship is defined and enacted
in everyday life.

4. Conclusion
The findings derived from the analysis of
interviews with participants revealed that
environmental responsibility among Yasouj
citizens toward vegetation cover is a multi-

layered, socially constructed phenomenon shaped
through the interplay of lived experiences,
economic conditions, cultural patterns, social
relations, and individuals’ perceptions of nature.
Environmental responsibility cannot be reduced
merely to individuals’ level of awareness about
environmental importance or to the presence of
positive attitudes toward nature; rather, this
phenomenon emerges through a social and
cultural process in which economic conditions,
lived experiences, socialization patterns, social
norms, and the subjective meanings individuals
attribute to nature interact with one another.
Consequently, any policy intervention aimed at
enhancing citizens’ sense of responsibility and
conserving natural resources that fails to take
these phenomen into account is destined to fail.
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