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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The Valley of Mehrgia, a short story by Shahriar Mandanipour, represents a notable example of creative
stylistic hybridity. On the one hand, the narrative is grounded in reality through its use of objective, social,
and historical elements; on the other hand, it penetrates the psychological depths of its characters,
developing a subjective, uncanny, and surreal narrative structure. Throughout the story, the boundary
between tangible reality and mental imagination becomes structurally and functionally intertwined,
rendering the distinction between what has “actually happened” and what is merely “imagined” or
“dreamed” increasingly unstable and multifaceted.

The significance of this study lies in its exploration of how the integration of two seemingly opposing
literary movements within a single narrative can generate new possibilities for storytelling, the
construction of subjectivity, and the representation of human experience. In this regard, narratology serves
as an analytical framework that enables a more precise examination of narrative mechanisms, temporal
structures, and the relationship between form and meaning.

2. Research Questions and Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on a qualitative, text-centered study.
Data were collected through library research, including theoretical sources related to realism and
surrealism, works of literary criticism, and narratological studies.
In the first stage, the theoretical foundations of the two literary movements were examined and
their principal narrative features identified. In the second stage, these features were traced and
analyzed within the narrative structure of The Valley of Mehrgia in order to clarify the mechanisms
through which realism and surrealism become intertwined.
The ultimate objective of the analysis is to explain how realistic and imaginative elements are
combined within the narrative and how this fusion contributes to the representation of both the
inner and outer dimensions of the characters’ experiences. Drawing on narratological theory and
stylistic analysis, this study seeks to answer the following questions:
1. How does The Valley of Mehrgia integrate the characteristics of realism with the
narrative features of surrealism?
2. What effects does this stylistic fusion have on the narrative structure, temporal logic, and
readers’ understanding of characters and events?

3. Findings and Conclusion

An analysis of The Valley of Mehrgia through the lens of the interplay between realism and
surrealism demonstrates that the story creates a multilayered and innovative narrative experience
by transcending the boundaries of conventional storytelling. Realism provides an objective and
credible foundation through its representation of social, historical, and cultural realities, including
local power structures, tribal relationships, and colonial interactions. In contrast, surrealism
penetrates the characters’ unconscious minds through dreamlike, hallucinatory, and nightmarish
imagery, transforming the narrative structure from within and enabling a subjective and
internalized experience of reality.

From this perspective, narrative techniques function not merely as instruments of storytelling but
as mechanisms for generating meaning and representing subjectivity. This combination not only
distances the narrative from linear structures but also produces a flexible, multidimensional, and
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participatory form of narration. Readers are encouraged to engage simultaneously with realistic
details and with the realm of imagination and the unconscious. As a result, the boundary between
reality and fantasy becomes increasingly blurred, and narrative truth emerges through the fusion
of the external and internal dimensions of human experience.

Overall, by consciously integrating realist elements with surrealist narrative strategies, The Valley
of Mehrgia moves beyond traditional and linear narrative frameworks. In doing so, it confronts
readers with multiple layers of both subjective and objective reality while disrupting conventional
temporal and psychological logic. The story thus invites a complex and multilayered interpretation
of events and characters, providing a coherent response to the two central questions posed by this
study.

The Intertwining of Realism and Surrealism in the Narrative Structure of
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