‘ Journal of Literary Schools

E’El

Uil e

The Thousand and One Nights as a Literary School: An Exploration of the
Poetics and Influence of the Global Thousand-and-One Nights School*
Simin Bakhtiyari Monfared:"®, Najmeh Dorri* 22, Gholamhosein Gholamhoseinzadeh?

1 PhD graduate in Persian Language and Literature, Tarbiat Modares University, Iran.
2 Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Tarbiat Modares University, Iran..
3 Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Tarbiat Modares University, Iran..

d 10.22080/RJLS.2026.30649.1584

Received:
1404-09-15
Accepted:
1404-11-12

Keywords:

Literary School, The
Thousand and One
Nights, Poetics,

Comparative Literature.

Abstract

A literary school is the most extensive, comprehensive, enduring, and
influential phenomenon in literature, encompassing various themes,
movements, discourses, and approaches, and exerting a significant influence
on subsequent generations. At different historical junctures, a literary school
can shape the course of literary development and transform global literary
trends. This study introduces the constituent elements of literary schools and
examines the distinctive poetic features of The Thousand and One Nights. It
further investigates the reasons for the work’s influence on Iranian and world
literature and examines the validity of the hypothesis that the poetics of The
Thousand and One Nights can be regarded as more than merely a literary
movement and, in fact, as a literary school of writing. The research employs
a descriptive-analytical methodology. First, the poetic characteristics of The
Thousand and One Nights are identified and analyzed. Subsequently, the
influence of these characteristics on Iranian and world literature is examined.
The study then investigates the reasons for the widespread and multifaceted
fame and influence of The Thousand and One Nights on Iranian and global
literature. Findings indicate that The Thousand and One Nights can be
regarded as a dynamic literary school in narrative fiction. Furthermore, owing
to its cultural and thematic comprehensiveness, its fusion of literary genres,
and its systematic structure, it may be considered a literary school whose
followers have incorporated its style and method into their own works in
ways that have contributed to the enduring presence of the Thousand-and-
One Nights’ tradition in Iranian and world literature.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
When a literary work achieves global status, the first question that naturally arises concerns the
source of its popularity and fame: Why is this work read throughout the world, and why has it
influenced the writing practices of some of the most prominent authors in world literature? “In the
preface to his book, Pinault himself explains the reason for his attraction to The Thousand and One
Nights as follows: simply the pleasure of experiencing the reading of a good story and the desire
to share it with other readers” (2010: 1). Pinault’s personal experience is one that virtually all
human beings have encountered at least once. When one encounters a masterpiece and derives
pleasure from it, one naturally develops a desire to introduce the work to others so that they, too,
may experience the pleasure derived from reading or viewing it:
This literature of pleasure and entertainment, quite naturally, also functions as a witness; that is, it
reflects the society that produced it. Pleasure in some of the stories, however, is not merely simple
and unadorned; rather, it consists of the transmission and dissemination of knowledge or
instruction through an entertaining form—a useful and colorful covering that conceals something
more serious, something for the expression of which the story has been created and elaborated
(Hovansian & Sabbagh, 2011: 11).
Perhaps this intrinsic impulse, experienced after encountering a masterpiece, to share it with others
can be regarded as one of the principal factors contributing to the enduring fame of The Thousand
and One Nights. In light of this, the primary objective of this study is to identify the principal
components of a literary school and, through an analysis of the poetics of The Thousand and One
Nights, answer the question of whether The Thousand and One Nights can be regarded as a literary
school in its own right.

2. Research Questions and Methodology

1. This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology. First, through an examination of
the primary texts of The Thousand and One Nights and relevant scholarly sources, the work’s
poetic components are systematically described and identified. These components are then
examined within the framework of the defining characteristics of literary schools in order to
assess their correspondence with the criteria of an independent literary school. This twofold
approach not only facilitates a deeper understanding of the work’s textual characteristics but
also makes it possible to evaluate its position within the development of narrative fiction in
Iranian and world literature. To guide this investigation and provide a structured framework
for the analysis, the study addresses the following research questions:

2. How is a literary school defined and characterized?

3. What components are generally considered essential to a literary school in order to distinguish
it from other literary schools and clarify their differences?

4. Can The Thousand and One Nights be regarded as a literary school?

3. Findings and Conclusion
Critics often employ the term “the school of X” as a powerful critical metaphor to describe the
depth of influence exerted by a universally recognized literary work. The term indicates that the
style and worldview of a particular work have been sufficiently powerful and distinctive to develop
into an imitable tradition and generate a literary “family.” The features that have contributed to
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transforming The Thousand and One Nights into a literary school include distinctive
characteristics such as magical and supernatural elements, cultural comprehensiveness, the
creation of a literature of pleasure and entertainment, the extensive presence of moral teachings
and lessons—including morally problematic or undesirable teachings—and the diverse
representation of characters from all segments of society.

Writers who follow a particular style and mode of composition and operate within the limits of a
defined set of intellectual and structural principles may be regarded as followers or imitators of a
literary school. Following the translation of The Thousand and One Nights into other languages,
the work gradually acquired worldwide fame. In various parts of the world, particularly in the Arab
world, France, and England, numerous works emerged through processes of imitation, direct or
indirect influence, and parody. In general, the tales of The Thousand and One Nights have been
recognized as a major source of inspiration for writers and artists across the world. Numerous
works—including novels, films, and cartoons—have been created under the influence of these
stories. Modern animated works that recount stories resembling the adventures of Ali Baba or the
tale of the magic lamp, for instance, can be considered examples of this influence.

The creators of many films, cartoons, and animated works of the contemporary era, even when
they do not explicitly acknowledge such influence, reveal in their works the enduring impact of
these ancient tales. Such forms of inspiration sometimes derive from the central plots of the stories
and, at other times, from particular details of the tales in The Thousand and One Nights.
Nevertheless, the influence of The Thousand and One Nights on subsequent literary and dramatic
works is evident and has been examined and analyzed in numerous articles and scholarly studies.
With the advancement of technology and social media, the stories of The Thousand and One Nights
are also being transmitted to new generations through contemporary forms, including podcasts,
websites, and social networking platforms. These developments have not only expanded the scope
of the tales’ influence but have also attracted new audiences.
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