Volume 10. Issue 36. Winter 2026. Pages 83 to 107.

P
Journal of Literary Schools E_=£|

ity

A Comparative Study of the Dynamics of Theme Creation in Shazdeh

Ehtejab and Malakut, with an Emphasis on Surrealist Elements*
Fateme Astane Asl,:"&, Bahram Parvinginabadi?'®, Angiz Owhadi, Mehr?
1 PhD Student in Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Tehran North Branch, Iran.

2 Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
3 Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.

d 10.22080/RJLS.2026.29842.1568

Received:
1404-06-24
Accepted:
1404-11-16

Keywords:
Surrealism, Theme
creation, Persian
novel, Houshang
Golshiri, Bahram
Sadeghi
Introduction.

Abstract

Shazdeh Ehtejab by Golshiri and Malakut by Sadeghi are among the most
prominent works of contemporary Persian fiction. Both employ surrealist
elements to represent the psychological, mental, and historical complexities
of Iranian society in the second half of the twentieth century. Although these
works differ in form and language, they share certain techniques and
overarching themes at the levels of meaning and narrative structure. In
Shazdeh Ehtejab, the use of techniques such as stream of consciousness,
temporal fragmentation, and interior narration dissolves the boundaries
between external and internal reality. The protagonist is entangled in
memories, hallucinations, and psychological anxieties and themes such as the
decline of the aristocracy, death, guilt, and the absence of redemption govern
the structure of the novel. Malakut, with its relatively coherent structure,
gradually develops into a mysterious and surreal atmosphere, revealing
distinctive dimensions of surrealism. The unreliable narrator recounts
experiences involving dreams, demonic possession, and mental deterioration
in a manner that blurs the boundaries between reality and imagination. Both
novels employ techniques such as the interpenetration of time and space, the
fusion of dreams and reality, and the creation of mental and dreamlike spaces
to present a multilayered and metaphorical representation of reality. These
characteristics generate meaning both at the explicit level of the narrative and
within its concealed linguistic and symbolic layers. Accordingly, the
dynamics of theme creation in these works arise from the creative interaction
between the Iranian mind and historical and psychological crises, rather than
from the mere imitation of Western surrealism..
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

“Surrealism, as an artistic and literary movement, emphasizes the importance of dreams,
imagination, and the unconscious, drawing on Freud’s psychoanalytic theories. Freud regards
dreams and imagination as defense mechanisms through which repressed desires are expressed
and considers them part of human psychological reality” (Servat, 2006, p. 238).

Modern Persian fiction began to take shape in the second half of the nineteenth century under the
influence of European literature. Although it shares certain formal similarities with Western
literary models, it possesses distinctive traditions and characteristics of its own. Classical Persian
texts, including mystical poetry, verses associated with the Indian style, and the Gathas of
Zoroaster, exhibit notable similarities to the principles of surrealism in terms of imaginative
structures, temporal and spatial discontinuities, and the expression of mental states. However, it
should be noted that “In contemporary literary criticism, surrealism is not confined solely to poetry
and painting; rather, as a literary theory, it possesses its own distinctive semantic and linguistic
system, requiring specialized critical engagement” (Asadi, 2012, p. 106).

Characteristics such as unconventional language, the suspension of logic, the dissolution of time
and space, and existence at the ambiguous boundaries between dreams and reality are fundamental
features of this movement. In certain respects, these characteristics overlap with mystical
experiences and the literary structures of Sufi literature. Examining these affinities provides a
framework for analyzing the mutual influences and structural and linguistic intersections between
surrealism and Persian literature.

Surrealism, with its emphasis on the unconscious, dreams, and the departure from objective logic,
offers a novel approach to literary meaning-making. In contemporary Persian literature, certain
novels, including Shazdeh Ehtejab and Malakut, have created new semantic structures through the
use of surrealist elements such as subjective narration, temporal dislocation, dreamlike
atmospheres, and surreal imagery.

Despite previous analyses of these works, a comparative examination of the role of surrealist
components in the dynamics of theme creation in the two novels has received relatively limited
attention. This study seeks to analyze the mechanisms of meaning-making in these novels by
focusing on their surrealist characteristics and to clarify their relationship with the cultural and
mental structures of Persian literature.

2. Research Questions and Methodology

1. This study employs a descriptive method combined with a content-analysis approach. Its
objective is to examine the content of Shazdeh Ehtejab and Malakut in relation to the
defining characteristics of surrealism. To this purpose, the study focuses on the following
questions:

2. How are surrealist techniques and elements employed in the creation of themes in Shazdeh
Ehtejab and Malakut, and how do they contribute to the dynamic development of these
themes?

3. What is the relationship between indigenous culture and the application of surrealism in
the formation of themes in these two novels, and how does local culture influence this
process?
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4. Can a surrealist approach contribute to a better understanding of the psychological
complexities and symbolic dimensions of these works?

3. Findings and Conclusion
A comparative analysis of Shazdeh Ehtejab and Malakut demonstrates that both novels employ
surrealist elements to blur the boundaries between reality and imagination and to represent the
psychological, mental, and historical experiences of their characters. In Shazdeh Ehtejab, the
narrative focuses on the prince’s memories and hallucinations, as well as temporal disruptions,
creating a subjective and nightmarish atmosphere that highlights the protagonist’s psychological
condition and themes such as the decline of the aristocracy, guilt, and the absence of redemption.
By contrast, Malakut employs supernatural elements, including jinn, dreams, and manifestations
of the unconscious, to reveal the characters’ inner and moral conflicts, as well as the contradictions
within society, through symbolic and metaphorical forms.
Both works employ techniques such as the interpenetration of time and space, the fusion of reality
and dreams, and disruptions in the logical sequence of events. However, their approaches to theme
creation differ noticeably. Golshiri emphasizes self-exploration and the reinterpretation of
memories, constructing an inward-looking and subjective narrative space. Sadeghi, on the other
hand, introduces surreal and mythological symbols to portray the collective unconscious and social
crises. Thus, each author, through a distinctive approach, creates different possibilities for
meaning-making and the representation of psychological and social experiences.
The aim of this analysis was to clarify how the two authors employ surrealist techniques in
different ways to enrich the process of theme creation. Findings indicate that surrealism in Shazdeh
Ehtejab and Malakut functions not merely as a means of disrupting linear logic but also as a vehicle
for exploring the depths of the characters’ inner and social conflicts, anxieties, and contradictions.
In Malakut, surrealism emerges through the disruption of the real world and the creation of an
illusory, symbolic, and mysterious atmosphere, with the narrative grounded in supernatural
experiences and ontological disorientation. In Shazdeh Ehtejab, however, surrealism arises
primarily from the structure of the narrative itself: temporal discontinuities, psychological
focalization, and the intermingling of memory and hallucination transform the narrative form.
Sadeghi disrupts reality, whereas Golshiri disrupts narration.
Accordingly, the principal contribution of this study lies in providing a comparative account of the
dynamics of theme creation from a surrealist perspective and identifying the key differences
between Golshiri’s and Sadeghi’s approaches to meaning-making. These differences clearly
demonstrate how each author’s style and worldview shape the narrative, characterization, and
symbolic structure of the work.
A significant characteristic of both novels is their Iranian adaptation of surrealism, that is, the
integration of surrealist techniques with the specific historical, cultural, and social crises and
concerns of Iranian society. This approach contributes to the representation of the historical
unconscious and the collective psyche of Iranian society. It also creates opportunities to explore
themes such as historical decline, identity crisis, existential anxiety, and liminal experiences.
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