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Abstract

Examining literary texts in relation to one another reveals how they draw
upon and transform each other across different periods, geographical settings,
and cultural contexts. Various literary approaches investigate the different
dimensions of intertextual relationships. Julia Kristeva was the first to
introduce the term intertextuality to describe relationships among literary
texts. Gérard Genette subsequently used the term transtextuality to refer to
the various relationships between texts. The theory of transtextuality
addresses the connections between a text and earlier or contemporaneous
texts. The dramatic work Faust, one of the major works of German literature,
was written by Goethe and completed in 1832. The Picture of Dorian Gray,
a novel by the renowned Irish writer Oscar Wilde, appeared in 1890, several
decades after Goethe’s work. The hidden dimensions of the relationship and
interaction between these two works merit examination from the perspective
of transtextuality. Drawing on Genette’s theoretical framework, this study
considers Faust as the hypotext and The Picture of Dorian Gray as the
hypertext. It aims to investigate the presence and transformation of the
hypotext within the hypertext through analytical and comparative methods.
Findings indicate that the strongest evidence for the relationship and
interaction between the two works lies in the hypertext’s use of
transformation, particularly through transposition, deletion, and reduction.
Drawing on the central theme of the hypotext—the pact with the Devil—
Wilde created his hypertext and constructed its thematic foundations,
characterization, and overall narrative development in relation to the earlier
work. Consequently, the presence of the hypotext Faust in the hypertext The
Picture of Dorian Gray is evident.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
The question of originality and the creation of literary texts, as well as their independence from
previous works, remains a contentious issue in contemporary literary approaches. Whether a text
refers to earlier texts and emerges through an author’s appropriation and transformation of an
original work, or whether it constitutes an independent act of invention and creation, is a matter of
considerable debate in textual criticism and analysis. Distinguishing between these possibilities on
the basis of the relationship between texts requires careful consideration.
It must be acknowledged that influence and mutual interaction among literary texts are inevitable
aspects of literary exchange. In such studies, identifying the nature of the relationship between
texts is particularly important and highly valuable in comparative literary research. Careful
examination of a significant earlier work can pave the way for creativity and innovation in
subsequent texts. It also helps readers achieve a better and deeper understanding of literary works.
Accordingly, understanding a text requires more than an examination of its internal relationships
and structures. It is also necessary to identify its relationship with other texts and consider
extratextual connections, literary borrowing, and the ways in which other texts contribute to the
formation of meaning. Examining the nature of textual relationships and interactions therefore
facilitates not only a deeper understanding of literary works but also a more precise evaluation of
their originality and literary significance.
As a secondary text, The Picture of Dorian Gray contains both explicit and transparent indications
of, as well as occasionally concealed layers of reference to, its hypotext. Since, to the best of our
knowledge, no previous research has adequately addressed this issue, the central concern of this
research is to examine how The Picture of Dorian Gray is influenced by the dramatic work Faust.
Among the various categories of transtextuality, the study focuses on hypertextuality and
investigates the nature of the relationship between the two works. Accordingly, it examines how
The Picture of Dorian Gray transforms and reworks elements of Faust within a new literary
context.

2. Research Questions and Methodology
1. Employing a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, this study examines
transtextuality in the two works through Gérard Genette’s hypotext—hypertext framework.
It also seeks to demonstrate Oscar Wilde’s creative agency in this literary interaction. This
study seeks to answer the following questions:
How is the hypotext Faust manifested in the hypertext The Picture of Dorian Gray?
3. Through which category of transtextuality is the hypertext constructed in relation to its
hypotext?
4. To what extent does The Picture of Dorian Gray demonstrate fidelity to, and creative
independence from, its hypotext?

N

3. Findings and Conclusion
The numerous pieces of evidence and textual indications examined in this study support the
hypothesis that The Picture of Dorian Gray exhibits a hypertextual relationship with its hypotext,
Goethe’s Faust. From Genette’s perspective on the relationships and interactions between texts,
The Picture of Dorian Gray emerges as a hypertext influenced by Faust through processes of
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transformation. Among the different forms of transformation, transposition, deletion, and
reduction constitute the most significant evidence of hypertextuality in The Picture of Dorian Gray.
These transpositions, deletions, and reductions demonstrate that the traces of Faust in The Picture
of Dorian Gray are unmistakable.

Wilde did not create his work in an entirely unprecedented manner or without literary antecedents.
He drew upon the idea of a pact with the Devil in Faust and developed a related yet distinct work
through transformations involving language, culture, narrative form, setting, character names,
character destinies, and the overall conception of the pact with the Devil.

This study demonstrates how the theme of a pact with the Devil, which serves as a foundational
element in the hypotext, is incorporated into the hypertext and reinterpreted from a different
perspective. The hypertext is a secondary text in relation to its hypotext; however, in light of the
transformative elements identified above, it is not entirely new in relation to its predecessor but
rather different from it.

Wilde explores the relationship between humanity and the Devil, as well as the conflict between
spiritual and physical forces and the competing impulses within human nature, in his own
distinctive way. Therefore, the relationship between The Picture of Dorian Gray and Faust cannot
be characterized as mere imitation or interpretation. Instead, Wilde draws inspiration from the
narrative framework of Faust and constructs his work around comparable characters while
developing a different setting and outcome.

The transpositions identified in the hypertext include several significant transformations. First, as
in the hypotext, the protagonist provides the basis for the title of the novel. Second, Wilde
transforms the characters and their roles. Third, Dorian Gray’s room is positioned in relation to
Faust’s study, as both spaces mark the beginning of a crisis in the narrative and serve as the settings
for the pact with the Devil.

Another important transformation involves the conversion of Goethe’s verse drama in German
into Wilde’s English-language novel, effectively transferring the narrative from one linguistic and
cultural context to another. Furthermore, Faust’s abstract, inward conscience is transformed into a
visible image and portrait in Dorian Gray. In the hypertext, an abstract phenomenon is thus given
a material form.

The thematic transformation is equally significant. The critique of excessive ambition in the
pursuit of science and knowledge in Faust becomes a critique of the excessive pursuit of beauty
and eternal youth in The Picture of Dorian Gray. Wilde effectively places Dorian Gray’s idealized
beauty and perpetual youth in opposition to Faust’s pursuit of knowledge and intellectual
fulfillment, replacing a critique of the excessive pursuit of knowledge with a critique of hedonism.
Ultimately, Faust comes to recognize the limitations of human capabilities and the impossibility
of absolute perfection for humankind. Gray, however, dies without reaching a comparable
realization. The protagonist’s fractured condition in the hypotext is eventually repaired, allowing
him to attain security and peace, whereas the protagonist of the hypertext dies in a state of turmoil
and psychological distress.

The question of salvation constitutes another important transformation. Both protagonists are
morally culpable because of their excessive desires, ambition, transgression of boundaries, and
unrestrained pursuit of their goals. Nevertheless, their ultimate fates differ. The protagonist’s
salvation in the hypotext is transformed into a descent into error and spiritual degradation in the
hypertext. In this way, Oscar Wilde denies his protagonist the possibility of forgiveness and
redemption.
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Similarly, the conflict between morality and pleasure in the hypertext replaces the conflict between
selfishness and humanity in the hypotext. The loss of conscience in The Picture of Dorian Gray
takes the place of the loss of faith in Faust. In the hypotext, humanity ultimately triumphs in its
struggle against the Devil. Wilde’s perspective, however, differs from that of his predecessor: in
the hypertext, the Devil ultimately emerges victorious over the human protagonist.

The processes of deletion and reduction in the hypertext include the removal of numerous
characters and settings found in the hypotext, the omission of secondary content such as biblical
teachings, the elimination of supernatural journeys across different times and places, and the
exclusion of the protagonists’ posthumous existence.

Furthermore, events in The Picture of Dorian Gray unfold more rapidly than their counterparts in
the hypotext, while the world depicted in Faust is considerably broader in scope than the world of
the hypertext.

Taken together, these findings demonstrate that Wilde neither merely reproduces Goethe’s work
nor completely breaks away from it. Rather, he selectively appropriates and transforms its central
themes, narrative structures, and character relationships, producing a distinct literary work that
retains recognizable traces of its hypotext while expressing a different moral and philosophical
vision.
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