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Abstract

Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World is one of the prominent examples of
twentieth-century dystopian literature. Through a critical perspective, the
novel presents a disturbing image of a possible future dominated by
technology, genetic engineering, and psychological control over human
existence. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a critical-
philosophical approach, this study examines the various dimensions of
nihilism in Huxley’s Brave New World. It demonstrates how nihilism, as the
ideological foundation of the dystopian society depicted in the novel, not only
eliminates morality, religion, and meaning from human existence but also
reduces the meaning of human life to mechanical reproduction and
consumerism by creating a disciplined, pleasure-oriented world devoid of
transcendent values. In this study, the concept of nihilism is formulated
primarily through Friedrich Nietzsche’s philosophy, particularly his ideas of
the “death of God,” the collapse of transcendent values, and the distinction
between passive and active nihilism. Selected notions from Martin
Heidegger’s philosophy are also employed as a complementary framework
to explain the relationship between nihilism, technological rationality, and
the domination of technology. Findings indicate that Brave New World not
only portrays a nihilistic future but also offers a philosophical warning that
the emergence of such a world is not a distant possibility; rather, it may be
the outcome of a gradual and plausible process unfolding within modern
civilization. Accordingly, the novel can be interpreted as a profound
allegorical exploration of the dangers confronting contemporary humanity.

* Corresponding Author: Freshteh Naseri

Address: Department of Persian Language and Email: Naseril033@ausr.ac.ir
Literature,Y1.C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. Tel: 09916721142

Copyright: © 2025 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access
publication under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) license

https:/ /creativecommons.org/licenses /by /4.0 /).



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).
https://orcid.org/0000-0004-7412-9523

(P .

Ui

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
Brave New World portrays numerous elements of nihilism through a fictional and symbolic
framework. Although the novel was written in the 1930s, its themes, particularly those concerning
the relationship between science, humanity, and meaning, remain remarkably relevant to
contemporary society. Therefore, examining the nature and manifestations of nihilism in this novel
constitutes not merely a literary inquiry but also a philosophical and anthropological question that
may contribute to an investigation of the crisis of meaning in the modern world. The significance
of this inquiry is further enhanced by Huxley’s distinctive narrative approach and his depiction of
a society in which technology, order, and material comfort have replaced meaning, freedom, and
individuality.
In many interpretations, Brave New World has been regarded primarily as a work criticizing
totalitarian regimes or technological progress. However, a deeper examination of fundamental
concepts such as “artificial happiness,” “cultural control,” “alienation,” and “the absence of the
transcendent” reveals the defining characteristics of nihilism. The nihilism manifested in this novel
is philosophical in nature: not only are metaphysical and religious values rejected, but meaning
itself is fundamentally challenged. This process is clearly reflected in the system of human
education and upbringing, psychological conditioning, the elimination of art and religion, and the
negation of individuality. As a result, human beings are deprived of both a purpose for living and
a reason for thinking.
Many existing analyses of the novel have focused primarily on its ethical or sociological
dimensions, paying less attention to the fact that the ideological system governing the fictional
world reflects a nihilistic condition. In other words, the novel presents a society that has achieved
an extraordinary degree of material comfort and stability but remains ultimately devoid of
meaning. The absence of meaning in such a society is not realized solely through the elimination
of suffering, religion, or art; it also manifests itself in human relationships, communication,
language, and even love. This condition of meaninglessness corresponds to what Nietzsche
describes through the concept of the “death of God,” which Huxley symbolically and meticulously
embodies in the everyday lives of the inhabitants of this society.
If instrumental utility and pleasure replace meaning and values, humanity will inevitably move
toward emptiness, loss of identity, and self-destruction. In the novel, Huxley depicts a world in
which traditional foundations of human identity, including family, religion, language, and culture,
have been deliberately eliminated and replaced by a system whose ultimate objective is to produce
obedient, homogeneous, unquestioning, and seemingly happy individuals. However, this
happiness does not arise from awareness, reason, or lived experience; rather, it is the direct result
of psychological conditioning, the consumption of the drug soma, and the systematic elimination
of pain and doubt.

2. Research Questions and Methodology
This study employs a descriptive-analytical method within an interdisciplinary framework to
examine both the literary dimensions of the novel and its philosophical implications. The
theoretical framework is primarily Nietzschean. Within this framework, nihilism is understood as
a consequence of the collapse of metaphysical values, expressed through the concept of the “death
of God,” and the subsequent replacement of meaning with pleasure and utility. The distinction
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between passive and active nihilism serves as the principal basis for analyzing the relevant
components.
At a secondary level, and in a complementary capacity, selected insights from Heidegger’s
philosophy are used to explain the mechanisms through which nihilism becomes systematized
within the contexts of technology and social discipline. Other thinkers, such as Jean-Paul Sartre,
as well as literary figures such as Fyodor Dostoevsky, do not serve as foundational theoretical
frameworks in this study and are mentioned only in supplementary discussions or the review of
previous research. Accordingly, the analytical components and indicators employed in this article
are derived primarily from Nietzschean concepts, while references to Heidegger are intended
solely to elucidate the relationship between nihilism, technological order, and consumerism in the
novel. The central question of this study is: How are the components of philosophical nihilism
represented in Brave New World, and what role do these components play in shaping the meaning,
narrative, characterization, and form of the novel?
The study also addresses several subsidiary questions, including the following:
e What similarities and differences exist between Nietzsche’s philosophical conception of
nihilism and its manifestation in the novel?
e What is the relationship between technology, pleasure, and the loss of meaning in the
fictional world?
e How does the novel’s narrative structure itself embody a form of formal nihilism?

3. Findings and Conclusion

Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World offers a comprehensive and multilayered critique of the
emerging modern world, in which technology, pleasure, and mechanistic order alienate human
beings from themselves, from meaning, and from authentic existential experience. The first major
dimension of this critique concerns the growing dominance of technology and instrumental
rationality over human life. In this context, human beings are transformed from conscious and
autonomous subjects into obedient, mechanized objects. This condition is accompanied by a new
form of servitude in which technology no longer serves humanity; instead, humanity becomes
subordinate to technology and its continued reproduction. Consequently, “technological nihilism”
deprives human existence of meaning and creativity, producing a condition of existential and
moral emptiness.

Nihilism is present not only in the novel’s content but also in its form and narrative structure.
Language, characters, events, and even the silences within the text convey implications of
meaninglessness and emptiness. In this work, the individual possesses meaning only as a
component of the larger social structure; outside that structure, the individual is quickly
marginalized or eliminated. This process is particularly evident in the fates of characters such as
John and his mother, Linda, in a world where grief, love, death, and suffering have all become
unacceptable and abnormal phenomena. The fictional world of Brave New World exemplifies a
form of organized nihilism, in which the loss of meaning does not appear as social collapse but
rather as artificial stability and order. Meaninglessness is replaced by pleasure and comfort to such
an extent that individuals may not even recognize the nihilistic nature of their own existence. This
constitutes one of the fundamental differences between Huxley’s novel and works such as George
Orwell’s 1984, in which nihilism is manifested more prominently through terror and repression.
Huxley demonstrates that in a world where ethical values have been eroded by hedonism and
relativism, institutions such as family, marriage, and even education cease to function as
foundations of human meaning. The replacement of love, sacrifice, and responsibility with
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consumption and immediate gratification leads to moral and identity-related disintegration. Rather
than seeking personal growth through human relationships, individuals in this society pursue the
immediate satisfaction of their needs and desires. Consequently, social institutions also lose their
original functions and become instruments for managing pleasure, entertainment, and the
reproduction of existing power structures. This is a world in which morality itself serves the
economy of consumption and pleasure.

Ultimately, through the figure of the “Savage,” Huxley explores the possibility of recovering
individuality, meaning, and existential experience. The Savage, through his demand for “God,”
“poetry,” “danger,” and “freedom,” rebels against homogenization and passive hedonism. He
symbolizes a human being who is willing to suffer in order to remain free and experience meaning.
By contrast, the engineered society replaces freedom with superficial contentment and a life
without pain. This condition signifies not only the death of individuality and agency but also a new
form of enslavement in which human beings are silenced through pleasure rather than force. Such
a world presents a disturbing image of modern nihilism, in which technology and pleasure have
taken the place of truth and humanity.
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