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Abstract

Housing is considered to be one of the most important urban elements, and its spatial-
spatial identification can inspire a kind of dependence and a sense of belonging and
commitment among residents. However, nowadays the commodification of housing and
attention to the profitability of this sector has led to a lack of attention to traditional
patterns and identity-building elements in the design of construction. Considering the
importance of housing and its identity, the purpose of this study is to investigate the spatial
identification of urban housing with emphasis on physical-functional components and their
application in designing future housing in order to achieve sustainable identity and promote
a sense of place in the western plain Guilan (Talesh, Someehsara and Rezvanshahr cities).
In this regard, research method is applied with descriptive-analytical in nature, which has
been used to collect information from documentary-field method (observation, interview
and questioning). The statistical population of the research is also the housing of the studied
cities, which has used the purposeful sampling method to select the sample size. Variation
analysis, regression and Pearson coefficients were used for analyzing data. The research
findings show that the greatest impact on the identification of housing in the study area is
based on physical-functional indicators related to the component of housing adaptation
with other spaces and functions. Also, it can be said that the most important factor in the
spatial-spatial identification of the Western plains of Guilan is similarity/differentiation
(similarity of houses with each other in the region and differentiation with the settlements
of other regions).
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The human environment has a great
impact on human behavior and identity
towards hidden values. The reason is that
identity is a set of traits and
characteristics  that  distinguish an
individual or society from individuals and
societies; following these criteria, the city
becomes a personal and independent
entity and ultimately makes it sustainable.
In between, Housing is considered to be
one of the most important urban elements,
and its spatial-spatial identification can
inspire a kind of dependence and a sense
of belonging and commitment among
residents. On the other hand, the lack of
proper housing identification will lead to
an identity crisis due to the lack of a sense
of place and a sense of belonging. Given
the importance of the issue, the aim of this
study was to investigate the locative-
spatial identification of urban housing of
the Western plains of Gilan (Talesh,
Someehsara and Rezvanshahr cities) with
the emphasis on physical-functional
components and their application in
designing future residential areas in order
to achieve sustainable identity and it is the
promotion of feeling and belonging to a
place.

2. Research Methodology

The research method in the present study
is applied in terms of application type and
in terms of descriptive-analytical nature.
In order to collect information and
research data, documentary and field
methods (observation, interview and
questioning) have been used. In this
regard, first by referring to various
documents of physical-functional identity
elements of urban housing in order to
identify spatial-spatial identification and
then by examining the study areas (Guilan

West Plain: Talesh, Someehsara and
Rezvanshahr  cities) has  collected
information through observation,
interviews and questioning. The statistical
population of the present study is the
housing of the study areas (Talesh,
Someehsara and Rezvanshahr cities) that
the sample size is estimated based on the
targeted method of 100 housing for each
city.

3. Research Findings

The research findings show that in the city
of Talesh and Someehsara, the physical-
functional elements will have the same
effect on the identification of the houses,
while in Rezvanshahr, the functional
elements will have a much greater impact.
The overall value of the Wickles Lambda
test shows that Talesh housing has far
more identity than the other two cities in
terms of physical-functional components,
and Rezvanshabhr is in third place. Also, the
components of adaptation to other spaces
and functions, adaptation to climate and
adaptation to form and function have the
highest identity load in the Western plain.
Also, based on the results, it can be said
that the most important factor in
identifying housing in the Western plain of
Guilan based on physical-functional
components is the similarity of housing
with each other and differentiation with
housing in other areas.

4. Conclusion

In urban studies, the concept of identity is
a combination of the distinctive features of
a phenomenon or a place. Features derived
from natural, social and cultural
components and offer a unique image of a
place. In this regard, the context and the
region are the main factors in the
formation of different identities. A context
or the region is a space or a place where
urban planners build a building with the
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aim of weaving new and old ones in order
to create a living and desirable whole.
Construction stems from shared values,
beliefs, worldviews, and symbolic systems
that give meaning to their environment
and turn empty space into location. In this
approach, what is inconsistent with the
existing context and region is not
acceptable. In other words, adding or
combining "other" in the ‘intrinsic"
context requires matching  and
coordination between the two. New
components will only be able to penetrate
the existing context if they can
communicate and relate to it, and if they
appear, as inconsistent patches, the
context and the area, or the ambiguity of
the location, as well as the sense of
belonging will reject them, they will stir. In
the meantime, housing is one of the most
important elements of the city, the spatial
and spatial identification of which can
cause a kind of dependence and a sense of
belonging and commitment among the
residents. Given the identity crisis in
urban elements, especially housing, which

reduces spatial affiliation and loss of sense
of place, therefore, identifying the
identifying components of urban elements
in an area and the current identity
situation can be assessed to prevent that
area from becoming unconscious and
providing solutions for improving the
identity situation.
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