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Nowadays, the tourism industry is known as one of the main pillars of economic
growth in the world. many countries with different approaches focus on this
industry as the main source of foreign exchange income, job creation, social
justice, cultural growth, increasing welfare and also as an opportunity for
development of private sectors and infrastructure structures. Among these,
identify and determine the potential areas for investors is a critical condition in
tourism development. To achieve this goal, its necessary to prioritize these
potential areas based on various criteria, including the identification of superior
tourism areas in terms of investment priorities.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction
Investment in the tourism industry plays many countries, tourism is a major source
an important role in economic growth. In of earning foreign currency, a suitable
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platform for the development of the
private sector, a means to expand
infrastructures and an effective way to
improve employment rate, social justice,
cultural growth and welfare. With its
diverse types and categories, tourism is
expected to become the leading economic
activity all around the globe in the first
quarter of the 2Ist century and it is
currently the most important and
profitable trade in the world (Habibi and
Safdarnejad, 2015). In this modern age,

2. Methods

This study is a descriptive-analytical and
applied research. The required data were
collected by survey and field work. The
views and theories related to tourism and
its types were studied via library research.
Then, the related literature, concepts and
keywords as well as the indices related to
the study sample were examined and
finally the research indicators were
identified. According to a 2016 census, the
statistical population of Nahavand City is
178,787.

The questionnaire developed for this study
used comparative grading (O=no impact,
I=very low impact, 2=low impact, 3=high
impact, 4=very high impact) based on the
5-point  Likert scale. The sample

3. Results

Since the correlation coefficient in the
CFA test is less than 0.005, there is a
strong  correlation  between  the
independent and the dependent variables.

countries that care and plan for their
economic development see the tourism
industry as a necessity (Satriwan, 2015: 10).

With its many potentials and tourist
attractions, Nahavand City is one of the
most appealing areas for both tourists and
investors. This study sought to find out
which indicators have the greatest impact
on the prioritization of sample tourist
areas in Nahavand City.

population, consisting of 30 individuals,
included two groups: (1) academic experts
and (2) urban managers, urban planners
and municipality employers. The former
group consisting of 15 individuals were
interviewed in-person and the latter
group, also consisting of 15 individuals,
filled out the questionnaire.

The confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) test
in the SPSS software and the DEMATEL
method were used to achieve the research
goals and to analyze the descriptive-
analytical status of the developed
questionnaire. Finally, after
summarization of the results and
resolution of all ambiguities, certain
solutions, suggestions and strategies are
presented at the end of the paper.

Therefore, the obtained coefficient can be
applied to Nahavand City. Obtainment of
the factors in all areas indicates a
moderate correlation and a positive
relation.

Component matrix?

Sample
site in

Sample
site in

Component

Gian Malusan Farsban
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Component matrix?

Gamasiab Abouzar
Fountainhead Hill

Soil and geologic

0.682 0.388 0.120
resources
Environmental,
economic and social 0.629 0.388 -0.278
effects
Natural hazards 0.617 0.464 -0.102 0.284
Habitat quality and B
diversity of animal 0.501 0.478 0.105 -0.326
. . 0.284
species and vegetation
Functional scale 0.484 0.440 -0.142 0.198
Large population -
hubs 0.433 0.234 0.267 0.229 0.203
Compatibility of B -
surrounding land uses 0.492 0-645 0.181 0.298
Infrastructures, B
facilities and energy 0.450 -0.592 0.252 0.301 0.147
resources ’
Proximity to support ~0.361 0563  0.247 0.339 0.352

service centers

Variety of climatic
attractions suitable for 0.544 -0.552 0.228

tourism activities 0.164
Social and economic 0.287 0.604 -0.373
security
Easy access 0.283 -0.264 0.594 -0.318 0.283
Participation and
support of the local
community in 0.262 0.139 0.525
establishing tourism
activities
Advertising and 0.375 0240 0442  -0.55 -0.125
marketing
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Component matrix?

Proximity and
diversity of the
surrounding touristic
routes and attractions

0.248

Motivation of the
private sector

Sufficient land area
for future developments

-0.506

0.152

-0.209

-0.666 0.142
0.320 -0.627 0.279
0.386 0.472 0.428

4. Conclusion

This study examined tourism investment
opportunities in a number of selected
areas in Nahavand City. The results
showed that the highest investment
priorities are Gamasiab Fountainhead,
Abouzar Hill, Gian, Malusan and Farsban
respectively. As the first priority for
investment in the tourism industry of
Nahavand City, Gamasiab Fountainhead
attracts many tourists from all over Iran
and even other countries each year due to
its well-known reputation. The favorable
climate, the favorable views and the
diversity of its plant and animal species on
the one hand and the suitable access
infrastructures and energy facilities on the
other have made Gamasiab Fountainhead
highly prosperous in this industry. The
social security and acceptable
participation of the local community in
tourism activities are among the
advantages of this area. Being located in
the urban area of Nahavand City, Abouzar
Hill has a lot of potential in terms of
tourism investment. Proximity to support
service centers, the existing energy and
access infrastructures as well as the
security and participation of the local
community in tourism activities are
among the advantages of this area. The
commanding view of the area toward the

city and the surrounding natural elements
have provided this area with a favorable
landscape. Therefore, this area was
introduced as the second priority for
making tourism investments in Nahavand.
Due to the existence of Gian Fountainhead
and dense forestry, Gian has suitable
natural conditions. Good advertisement
practices and its historical brand have
increased the values of this area. Qualities
such as a good landscape, climatic
attractions and the diversity of the plant
and animal species are among the
prominent features of Gian. In addition,
the existing access and energy
infrastructures add to the investment
opportunities of the area. Considering
these features, Gian was selected as the
third priority for tourism investment. As
the fourth investment priority in the field
of tourism in Nahavand city, Malusan has
favorable features such as a good
landscape, diverse plant and animal
species and general security. However,
due to its distance from population hubs
and lack of suitable and sufficient land for
further developments, it did not rank any
higher in the prioritization. Finally,
Farsban was identified as the last priority
for reasons such as limited available lands
for further tourism developments, long
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distance from population hubs and
infrastructural constraints despite its
natural attractions.
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