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Abstract

Storytelling in a new way is one of the most important and major parts of
contemporary Persian literature, which has been able to present a good image of
Iranian society. One of the most important personalities in this type of literature
is the personality of women. Dealing with the female character in contemporary
fiction - from the constitutional period onwards - has been the focus of most
writers and has been addressed from different angles. The school of realism, more
than any other school, has succeeded in representing the character of women
and their role and position in the field of fiction. The study of the position of
women in the works of prominent writers such as Golshiri, Abbas Maroufi, etc.

Considering their important literary and influential position in the world of
fiction, it is very important that it can be mentioned as an important component
for the study of fiction. Due to this importance, the present study intends to deal
with the issue of reflection and representation of female characters in
contemporary Iranian fiction beyond the three realistic works of Prince Ehtejab,
Wolf and Symphony of the Dead in a descriptive-analytical manner, considering
the position of women in society. Findings show that these works are realistic
works to show the situation of women in the Qajar and Pahlavi eras and these
authors have similar insights about women.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Women, as a delicate and sensitive section
of society, have a significant place in
Iranian fiction. Each of the contemporary
writers, in accordance with the views and
cultural possibilities of the society of their
time, has placed this sensitive genre in a
different way in their works. "The position
of women in society is often represented
by the image that the culture, religion,
daily activities and beliefs on each country.
Undoubtedly, the literature of different
countries plays a more decisive role in
portraying the status of women than any
other institution. In literature, a woman
does not appear as a scene of nature or a
painting, but literary writers always
portray her in circumstances, events or in
opposition or symmetry with other social
elements "(Alavi, 1389: 29) .

2. Research Methodology

This research intends to study female
characters in realistic works at different
time intervals with a descriptive-analytical
method. Data collection was done using
reliable library resources and documents.

3. Research Findings

The research findings show that these
works are realistic to show the situation of
women in the Qajar and Pahlavi eras and
these authors have similar insights into
women position. The lives of women in
these stories have ended in despair, death
and loss of their lives for reasons such as
the coercion of a patriarchal society, the
abnormal culture prevailing in custom and
society, and their ignorance of their
individual and social rights. The hallmark
of female characters in these stories is
passivity and silence, and they have a
passive acceptance of patriarchal culture.

4. Conclusion

These works are realistic to reflect the
situation of women, although there are
traces of other schools in them. All three
works begin with a realistic atmosphere
and figure out real events until they end in
illusion; therefore, they can be considered
as a masterful combination of realism,
surrealism and magical realism, in which
this study has emphasized their realism
and realism.

Women's lives are transformed by
political, social and cultural changes, and
since literary works are one of the most
important tools for understanding the
status and identity of women in society,
they are a full-fledged mirror of these
developments.

Although Iranian women have played a
role in creating contemporary events in
Iran, the changes that have taken place in
their situation are not common and
pervasive and involve a small range of
women.

The works in question reflect the bitter
and inevitable reality of women in the not-
so-distant past of Iranian history. During
the Qajar period, the oppressive view of
patriarchal culture and against excessive
tolerance and adjustment of women and in
the Pahlavi period, the chanting of
egalitarian slogans for the rights of men
and women and against the gender view
combined with a kind of humiliation and
oppression of women, all showed no
individual and social security. It is for
women and has fueled their bottlenecks
and limitations. Thus, there is an
undeniable link between cultural, social,
political norms and structures and
traditional classes and the patriarchal
system.

In the studied works, each of which
belongs to a specific period of

Alireza shohani and Fereshtehmaleki. Analysis of female characters in the realist works of Shazdeh Ehtejab,
Symphony of the Dead and the Wolf



Research Journal of Literary Schools

Volume 5. Issue 13. Spring 2021. Pages 49 to 70.

contemporary Iranian history, the realistic
role of women is emphasized and they
have a similar position in different works.
In these stories, women and girls in
various backgrounds give bad luck in one
way or another; they break from within but
do not breathe and are silent; the presence
of women in these works is recognized by
the undisputed role of men and the idea of
patriarchy has influenced their destiny.
Considering that in the field of fiction
writing of the mentioned authors, women
in various aspects of life are often shown
in the shadow of men and have a small
presence in the social structure, the issue
and concern of their present research is
often patient and has not played a role.

They are written, but in all of them, the
male voice dominates.
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