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laws and rules that had been based on reason for years and gave way to the world
of fantasy and illusion and left the writers of this school free to write without any
concern for moral or social issues. In this way, everything that was not valued
before came to the fore; Issues such as dreams, illusions, and fantasies that were
a protest against a world ruled entirely by reason and knowledge, but drawn into
world war. In Iran, too, writers have written some novels based on this school.
Using a descriptive-analytical method, the present study aims to examine the
novel "I, number three" written by Atieh Attarzadeh based on this school to find
out whether this novel is surreal or not? And if so, what elements and features
have led us to call it surreal and what has been the author's method in narrating
it? The results show that the novel "I, number three" can be considered a
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Surrealism emerged in France in the early
twentieth century and had a profound
effect on the culture of human society as it
entered various fields of art and literature.
In Iran, however, this school was not as
well received as other literary schools and
few writers started writing their stories
based on this school, the most famous of
which and its founder is Sadegh Hedayat.
Other writers include Houshang Golshiri
in "Prince of Ehtejab", Abbas Maroufi in
"Symphony of the Deads", Gholam Hossein
Saedi in "The Unnamed and the unsigned
Fears" and Abu Turab Khosravi in "The
Narrator River”. Atiyeh Attarzadeh is one
of the new generation of writers who has
entered this field and after his first novel,
“The Guide to Dying with Medicinal
Plants”, which contains some elements of
surrealism, such as wonder, fantasy and
dream, and is narrated from the
perspective of a blind girl, has written
another novel, entitled “I, Number Three”
that is the subject of this research. Atieh
Attarzadeh is a poet, painter, documentary
filmmaker and writer from Tehran and was
born in 1984. Among her poetic works, we
can mention two works, "Startle the Horse
in Your Other Half" (2016) and "The Wound
You Inherit from the Earth" (2017), the first
of which won the Journalists' Poetry
Award in 2016. Her paintings are mostly
about women and their issues. In the field
of writing, "I, number three" is
Attarzadeh's second novel.

2. Methods

This is a library research that has been
written  using  descriptive-analytical
method. Thus, by examining and analyzing
the novel "I, number three", its surrealist
aspects were studied and analyzed.

3. Results

By studying and analyzing the text and
elements of the novel "I, number three"
and in response to research questions, we
reach the following results:

This novel has all the elements and
features of surrealist stories .By choosing

a surreal place and describing the
characters and events of the story from
the mind of a dumb narrator who
communicates with others without
speaking, the author has been able to turn
the space of novel into a surreal space. The
author pays attention to all the techniques
of surrealism. The techniques mentioned
in the statements and speeches of the
Surrealists, and in particular Andre Breton.
Dreaming, automatic writing, satire,
wonder things, madness, woman and love,
and surreal images are some of the things
that can be seen in this novel, which are
shown in this study. Given that the story
takes place in a Psychiatric Asylum, the
madness and its effects are well illustrated
in this novel. It can be said that the author
has deliberately chosen this space in order
to create as much of a surreal atmosphere
for the reader as possible, which is full of
one of the most important elements of
surrealism, namely madness.

The method used for narration in this
text is monologue and its types. This
technique is widely used in surrealist
stories; The reason is that the author
wants to show the reader the pre-speech
layers of the character. In this novel,
internal and external monologue is used to
express the minds of the main character,
who is also the narrator of the story.
Nowhere is the author's trace seen or felt,
and this helps the reader to be more and
better in the story space and to identify
with the character of the story.

Mahmoud Kamali. Studying Surrealism on Novel: I, Number three



Research Journal of Literary Schools

4. Conclusion

This research is important in that it
examines a new novel based on the school
of surrealism and it can help the readers of
this novel to understand it better. It seems
that this novel can also be examined based
on the stream of consciousness and
psychoanalytic critique because some of
their characteristics can be seen in this
novel. However, this study specifically
examined the elements of surrealism in
this novel, and considered the existence of
all elements of the school of surrealism.
This novel can be called a surrealist novel.
More importantly, the author's success

and skill in wusing the elements of
surrealism to express her intended
purposes and meanings.
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