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Abstract

The present research tries to re-read and analyze Reza Amirkhani's novel
“Rahesh”, written with a modernist approach, to find the consequences of
urbanization on the modern world through a descriptive-analytical manner and
based on the theoretical views of Georg Simmel. The purpose of writing this
article is to describe the city of Tehran as a symbol of urban modernity in fiction
literature and present a critical reflection on Iranian modernity using a
sociological approach. It also tries to represent the modern city, the incoherent
rationality in the daily lives of the people as well as the social gaps and relations
between them. The city overcomes the inhabitants of the metropolis as an
objective culture and an object-oriented spirit. The lack of integrated rationality
and the gap between objective culture and subjective culture due to the
dominance of monetary economy in the metropolis equalize the value of all
objects and makes them meaningless. Metropolises seem cold and ruthless to
protect themselves by using what Simmel calls precaution. Also, the person's
exposure to severe nervous stimuli and the reluctance and caution of the person
to be immersed in the chaos of countless external stimuli leads to a kind of
alienation and disgust that manifests itself in the form of a bored and self-
contained attitude that is the most important psychological characteristic of
metropolitan man.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Novel is a literary form specific to
bourgeois society emerged with the
emergence of industrial society and the
emergence of a new class of capitalism in
which the average person in society plays
arole. The character of the novel is cut off
from the whole and from the society based
on qualitative values and is trapped in
quantity-oriented (object-oriented)
societies and is constantly, alone and
involved in an internal and external
conflict. Therefore, any novel can present
facts from the lives of such people beyond
its fictional, artistic, and entertaining
aspects. Novel is the result of urban life;
the explicit and quite complex critiques of
the realities of social life seen through the
words and actions of fictional characters
in the novels suggest that novel has been
created to criticize the urbanism and
urban element.

Due to the importance of the city in the
school of modernism and modern novel
writing, this article has tried to re-read the
position of the city in the artistic payment
of modern Iranian novels and the harms of
urbanization for the traditional and
religious Iranian society through focusing
on the novel "Rahesh" written by Reza
Amirkhani.

The city is not hidden from the view of
storytellers, and the product of this kind of
view is that in addition to the narrative
structure being attractive and readable to
the reader, the sociological-psychological
aspects are also taken into consideration
in general. One of the main elements in the
formation of all twentieth century stories
around the world is place, i.e., the story
cannot be formed without place. The city
has an important position in literature.
Literature, and especially the novel, which,

above all, contains the necessities of
modern life, is closely connected with the
city. Literature can well depict the socio-
cultural geography of the city and explain
urban experience and behavior by
arranging places and spaces and drawing
behaviors in these spatial features.
However, the novel is not merely a
material to testify to the naked social
reality. However, as a product of the
novelist's synergy of words and ideas that
flows through languages, it shows a special
interpretation of the real thing” (Khalesi
Moghadam, 2013: 234). No structure
affects man as much as the city, and the
experience of urbanization is the most
important human experience. It can create
identity and meaning. Man becomes proud
in the context of the city and man's
relationship with the city becomes so
intertwined that it cannot be said precisely
that it is the man who builds the city or it
is the city that shapes the man (Namvar
Motlagh, 2012: 13-16).

In this article, using Simmel's critical
theory and viewpoint, an attempt has been
made to use the related concepts as
mentioned above in the analysis and
critique of “Rahsh” Novel. In the approach
of this article, the city is the bedrock of
modern culture and its novel illustrator.
Our intention here is to study the attitude
of the bored man living in the metropolis
as one of the consequences of modernity
and urbanization. In this article, we seek to
discover and express the problems of
urban modernity through the lens of the
novel.

2. Research Findings

Only two studies have been conducted on
the novel “Rahesh” - the novel selected for
the 11th Jalal Al-Ahmad Literary Award in
2018- entitled "Analysis of Leah's character
in Reza Amirkhani's novel based on a
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feminist approach" (Mousavipour, 98) and
"Sociological critique of Reza Amirkhani's
novel “Depression” based on Goldman's
Theory of Constructivism" (Pouryazdan
Panah Kermani, 99). Therefore, the
present article is considered an innovation
with a different approach to the study of
the novel and the use of Simmel's theories
in the critique of Reza Amirkhani's novel.

3. Research Methods

In a descriptive-analytical manner based
on Georg Simmel's views, this article tries
to deal with the category of the city and its
place in modernity through the lens of a
novelist.

4. Conclusion

In this work, Tehran is the representative
of modernity in Iran, and this story,
centered on the city, takes it beyond an
abstract place and situation and depicts it
from a social perspective, which has risen
against the simplicity and purity of the
past world and is engaged with the
contradictions and consequences of
modernity. It also shows the social
atmosphere of the modern city that grips
the inhabitants of the metropolis. Despite
the emergence of modern rationality in
the city, the emotional relationships of
people in the metropolis of Tehran have
not been formed coherently alongside the
rational element. The city, like the
objective culture of Simmel and the
object-like spirit of Lukach, as a whole,
overcomes the inhabitants of the
metropolis, and one cannot overcome the
onslaught of urban rationality. Leah and
Jeremiah are portrayed as two bored
characters in this story. The lack of
integrated rationality due to the
dominance of the monetary economy in
the metropolis, equalizes the value of all
objects and makes them meaningless. Ala's
character is an example. To protect

themselves in the big cities, metropolitans
need the behavior and state of mind that
Simmel calls caution and caution is an
element that makes people in the
metropolis look cold and ruthless. The
behavior of Leah's neighbors shows this
characteristic. In the face of objective
culture and constant nervous movements,
urban dwellers reflect caution emerged in
the interpersonal relationships of urban
dwellers. Also, facing a person with severe
nervous stimuli and reluctance and
caution to immerse oneself in the chaos of
countless external stimuli leads to a kind
of alienation and disgust that manifests
itself in the form of a bored and lazy
attitude which is the most important
psychological trait of metropolitan men
and even children who grow up in the
metropolis. The child of the story, Elijah. Is
an example. The tense atmosphere of the
city, which Berman calls a moving chaos,
and the complex modern culture that
demands rational knowledge, lead the
modern man living in the metropolis to
protect himself and his freedom. All of
Leah's efforts in the story of her fights with
Ala and exiting from her job and trying to
build relationships with neighbors as well
as her words in the municipality and her
quarrel with the officials show her
movement to achieve freedom and escape
from the phenomenon of alienation as a
problem the city residents encounter with.
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