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Reflection on the Principles of the Chishtiyah Sect in Mir Abdul
Wahid Bilgirami’s Sabaa Sanaabil with an Emphasis on the School of
Semantics
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Abstract
In the field of mysticism, there is a huge volume of literary works, in prose
and poetry, in Persian or Arabic, the content of which is diverse, ranging
from wisdom, philosophy, interpretation of the Qur'an to hadith. The theory
of Sufi beliefs and terms, and the expression of love, knowledge, and the
critigue of reason, and the proof of the agreement of the way with the Shari'a,
ethics, customs, monastic customs, and the history of the elders, and the
expression of dreams, revelations, and eloquent words are ecstatic. One of
the branches of mysticism is the school of semantics, which has seven major
literary indicators. Mir Abdul Wahid Ibn Ibrahim Ibn Qutbuddin 1bn Mahro
Bilgirami (1161-1095 AH) is one of the most experienced and mystical
scholars of India whose mystical school is Chishti and the book "Sabaa
Sanaabil" is one of his works. The aim of the researcher in this article is to
introduce and study the customs, beliefs and ideas of the Chishtiyah sect in
"Sabaa Sanaabil" by Mir Abdul Wahid Bilgirami with an emphasis on the
school of semantics and its indicators, through a descriptive-analytical
method. While introducing Bilgirami, authors criticize the intellectual and
mystical foundations of his works. Findings indicate that intellectually, the
author is greatly influenced by the intellectual mentality of the Chishti sect,
such as the veil, the etiquette of the disciple, the dhikr, meditation, listening,
‘Shariatmadari’, etc., so that he has discussed and referred to the ideas and
intellectual foundations of the Chishtt sect.
Keywords: School of Sufism, Twelfth Century, Mir Abdul Wahid
Bilgirami, the Chishtiyah Sect, Sabaa Sanaabil.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Sabaa Sanaabil is one of the works of Mir Abdul Wahid Bilgirami, the Sufi
scholar of India. The book is written in artificial prose, a prose that is mixed
with Arabic expressions and words. The author has used a lot of Arabic
expressions, whether in the verses used in the text, which he has tried to
interpret in some way, or the Arabic phrases, combinations and sentences
that have a high frequency. His prose is simple and fluent. Although the
frequency of Arabic words and combinations is high in it, the simplification
and the style of the Samanid period is to some extent evident in it. The
present article is not only an attempt to introduce Mir Abdul Wahid
Bilgirami, but it is also a research in order to study the intellectual and
mystical foundations of his ideology, which will be taken into consideration
through criticizing and evaluating his work.
Research Methodology
This research is a descriptive-analytical study which uses library sources to
describe Bilgirami’s approach to life as depicted in his work.
Research Findings
Sabaa Sanaabil is intended as an educational piece. Its author tries to teach
his mystical ideas to the reader. In Chishtiyah beliefs — although they are the
followers of Hanafi religions — love and devotion to the Shiite imams can be
seen. In this respect, therefore, this sect is ideologically very close to the
Shiite religion, and this can be seen in the Bilgirami mystical thoughts and
opinions to the extent that the Bilgirami 's intellectual theme is based more
on the circuit of divine love and the principle of the unity of existence.
Conclusion
The author wrote the book under the influence of Arabic language and
literature; therefore, the Arabic tone in it is obvious. He is a Hanafi believer.
Accordingly, in the writing of Sabaa Sanaabil, in terms of content, he has
been greatly influenced by the intellectual foundations, customs and beliefs
of the Chishtiyah sect, including Sama, Cheleh Neshini, Zikr, Cloaking, etc.,
and has brought the customs of this sect into his work. Bilgirami has referred
to almost all the customs, mystical thoughts and intellectual foundations of
the Chishti sect and while explaining the issues, he has used the words of the
elders of this sect in documenting his sayings and has told many anecdotes
and stories about it. In each of the spikes, he explains mystical terms and
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words in accordance with the word, and then explains them by making use
of the sayings and opinions of the Sufi elders, especially the elders of Chishti,
and speaks with poems, hadiths, narrations and Quranic verses to expand the
subject.
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