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Abstract:
One of the modernist schools of contemporary Persian poetry is
Espacementalism, which was introduced to the literary community by
Yadollah Royaei and his peers in the 1960s (1340s). This Persian school,
also known as Hajm Poetry, emphasizes "spatial thinking" as well as terms
like movement in space, flight in length, width and altitude, dimensioning,
different views and visions, mental horizon, achieving transcendental
attitude, discovery, mental action, mental event, reaching beyond the
phenomenon, etc. Such terminology is in fact rooted in the central role of
the philosophical view of phenomenology in the foundation of
espacementalism. The term “spatial action” (espacement) has also been
taken from the 7th volume of the German philosopher, Edmund Husserl’s
lectures in 1907. Phenomenology has created a new wave in various fields
of science, culture, literature and art in the west; likewise, it has also
affected Iranian elites. In Espacementalism, as in phenomenology, the
poet's philosophical, transcendental "I" (Ego) proves its existence through
doubt and suspension of the definitions and rules of semantics, syntax,
signification, accompaniment and substitution. It then creates, through
intentionality and mental action, new and unprecedented relations between
elements and concepts, redefining the phenomena, structures, and meanings
and creating new forms. This analytical-comparative study attempts to
analyze the views, theories and poetics of Yadollah Royaei in order to
explain the degree of influence of Husserl's phenomenology on Royaei’s
poetry and Espacementalism.
Keywords: Edmund Husserl, Espacementalism, Persian Hajm poetry,
Phenomenology, Philosophy of literature, Yadollah Royaei.
Extended abstract:
Introduction
One of the modernist schools in contemporary Persian poetry is
espacementalism, which was introduced by Yadollah Royaei and his peers.
This school, also known as Hajm Poetry in Persian, emphasizes "spatial
thinking" as well as terms like movement in space, flight in length, width
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and altitude, dimensioning, different views and visions, mental horizon,
achieving transcendental attitude, discovery, mental action, mental event,
reaching beyond the phenomenon, etc. Such terms are in fact due to the
central role of phenomenology in espacementalism.

Research Methodology

This research is an analytical-comparative study which analyzes the works
of Yadollah Royaei and other espacementalists and compares their
phenomenological views and theories with those of espacementalists. This
article tries to explain the degree of influence of Husserl's phenomenology
on Royaei’s poetry and espacementalist poetics.

Research Findings

Yadollah Royaei, the father of espacementalism, has repeatedly
emphasized that Husserl was his teacher but the depth of his speech has not
been analyzed. Husserl was the theoretician who systematized
phenomenology, an approach which has created a new wave in various
fields of science, culture, literature and arts and has also affected the 20"
century elite society.

The main components of phenomenology can be seen in espacementalist
poetics. First of all, the word Espace (space) became a philosophical issue
in Husserl’s lectures in 1907. In fact “fast mental (cognitive) jumping” and
“moving in length, width and height” in espacementalist poetics happen in
the philosophical space and widen the visibility ground. As in
phenomenology, the espacementalist poet proves his “I”’ (Ego) by doubting
and suspending the definition of things. The espacementalist suspends the
semantics, syntax, signification, accompaniment and grammar rules; he
then creates new forms intentionally. Indeed, some of Royaei’s poems are
explanations of the phenomenological views of espacementalism. He calls
the poet forward to exercise philosophical doubts.

The espacementalist view on language includes the materialistic practices
and non-communicative procedure of language, reminding one of Royaei’s
saying, “My homeland is the Persian language.” Linguistic arcs are also of
central teachings in espacementalism. Language is a gateway to the
invisible world. Thus, the goal of form in Hajm poetry is not the literary
decoration but the discovery of the invisible world and the simultaneous
emergence of poet's phenomenological “I”. Royaei explicitly refers to
Husserl where he posits that poetry is “definition” and considers poetry to
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be unique “epistemology”. An espacementalist poet is an architect who
suspends grammatical routine change to obtain a new, strange structure.
While another important issue in espacementalism is the repetition of the
subject, the phenomenological aspect of the repetition in espacementalism
Is reconsidering and rediscovering the object from new points of view. The
circulated sentence in Royaei’s poetry is in fact a suspension of
communicative syntax and at the same time a circular flight in the
philosophical space.

Meaning of words are also phenomenologically important in
espacementalism. In this regard, Royaei postulates: "Words are in space;
this space is a game of touching the invisible and the materiality of words.
Making what you cannot guess, seeing the unseen side. That is the third
side of language reaching which helps us a lot. Husserl's method of
"bracketing™ the manifestations of this world is based on his belief that the
outside world must be lost first with epoche (suspension) so that it can be
achieved in another self-awareness. With the suspension of signification,
the system of accompaniment and substitution of words and linguistic
elements also collapses. As a result it is possible to make very unfamiliar
combinations.

Conclusion

Findings of the research suggest that espacementalism in various fields,
even in naming, is deeply influenced by Husserl's teachings and the
philosophical view of phenomenology. As such, Yadollah Royaei's
assertion following Husserl's teachings, a different thinking, philosophical
doubt, emphasis on phenomenological “I”” (ego), suspension of definitions,
suspension of linguistic and literary rules, attempts to redefine and re-
understand phenomena and present radical forms can be interpreted in the
light of phenomenology.
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