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Abstract
In the 19th century, following the emergence of literary schools such as
Romanticism and Surrealism, which rejected and despised clear meaning in
literary works and promoted ambiguity instead, literary theorists also looked
at ambiguity as a value in works of literature. This was due to the fact that
making the reader participate in the meaning creation process resulted in a
kind of interaction between the reader and the text. The poems of Shams
Tabrizi are among the texts that display ambiguity, in the artistic sense. This
ambiguity, which is abundant in Molavi’s poetry, has influenced the use of
rhetorical devices, language, and semantic aspects of his poetry. Part of the
ambiguity in Molavi’s Ghazal is caused by rhetorical devices such as simile,
allusion, synesthesia, paradox, metaphor, and symbolism, each of which has
been created under the influence of factors that are very similar to the
components of the school of surrealism. This research, which is written in a
descriptive-analytical manner, aims to show what effect the surrealist
atmosphere ruling Shams's lyrical poetry has had on the ambiguity of this
text and the emergence of ambiguous rhetorical forms. Findings of this
research indicate that in eighty-two percent of Shams' sonnets, ambiguous
rhetorical forms are created in a surrealistic atmosphere, and that among the
rhetorical devices, simile, personification, and symbolism, which appear
under the influence of the poet's unconscious mind, have the most expression
compared to other rhetorical devices.
Keywords: Surrealism, Ambiguity, Shams's poetry, Molavi

1 PhD Candidate of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran.
Corresponding author: z.koopano.68@gmail.com.

2 Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran.

3 Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran.
4 Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran.

AY


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0771-2951
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5390-2230

D
hld PYAS oo VF+) Dlie i (805t (ot (5035 ¢ 3l (S0 ol 25,
sy
Extended Abstract
In the 19th century, following the emergence of literary schools such as
Romanticism and Surrealism, which rejected and despised clear meaning in
literary works and promoted ambiguity instead, literary theories also looked
at ambiguity as a value in works of literature. This was due to the fact that
making the reader participate in the meaning creation process resulted in a
kind of interaction between the reader and the text. The poems of Shams
Tabrizi are among the texts that display ambiguity, in the artistic sense. This
ambiguity, which is abundant in Molavi’s poetry, has influenced the use of
rhetorical devices, language, and semantic aspects of his poetry. Part of the
ambiguity in Molavi’s Ghazal is caused by rhetorical devices such as simile,
allusion, synesthesia, paradox, metaphor, and symbolism, symbolism, each
of which has been created under the influence of factors that are very similar
to the components of the school of surrealism. This research, which is
written in a descriptive-analytical manner, aims to show what effect the
surrealist atmosphere ruling Shams's lyrical poetry has had on the ambiguity
of this text and the emergence of ambiguous rhetorical forms. It is an attempt
to answer the following questions: 1. How is the surrealistic atmosphere
influencing Molavi’s poetry in terms of ambiguity? 2. Which rhetorical
forms are used in his poetry that are compatible with surrealistic factors?
Findings of this research indicate that in eighty-two percent of Shams'
sonnets, ambiguous rhetorical forms are created in a surrealistic atmosphere,
and that among the rhetorical devices, simile, personification, and
symbolism, which appear under the influence of the poet's unconscious
mind, have the most expression compared to other rhetorical devices.
Research Methods
This is a descriptive-analytic research conducted using library sources
Findings and Conclusion

The components of surrealism, which were paid attention to in Europe in
the 20" century, were used centuries ago in the creation of mystical literary
works in Iran. The mystical literature of Iran, including Shams’ sonnets, is
considered as the ground for the unconscious mind of the poet. A poet like
Molavi prefers love, drunkenness, and insanity to conservative reason, and
by associating meanings and giving value and originality to dreams, writes
poems that cannot be written while one is aware and, hence, capable of
reasoning. It is in these surrealist spaces that ambiguous rhetorical devices
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such as symbolism, simile, metaphor, allusion, paradox, personification, and

synesthesia find the ground for emergence in poetry. In other words, the

surrealist atmosphere that dominates Shams’ poetry has had a direct effect
on the ambiguity of his work. The predominance of love and the poet’s
unconscious mind, as well as the association of meanings, make for abundant
use of symbolism in Shams’ poetry. Rumi’s passionate love for Shams has
made him consider every beautiful thing in nature as a sign of his lover’s
existence, as well as the flow of the mind and the association of meanings by
which he remembers his beloved by remembering the stories of the prophets;
and in fact, the name of each of the prophets becomes a sign of his lover’s
existence. At the same time, the manifestation of this kind of symbolism has
somehow brought about the high frequency of allusions. Also, as a result of
the dominance of the unconscious, we see paranormal similes in Rumi’s
poetry in such a way that the poet finds similarities between two apparently
unrelated things. The automatic writing, which is manifested as a result of
the dominance of the unconscious, has caused the sonnets to be full of
paradoxes and symbolism; furthermore, the selfless state of mind and the
knowledge of dreams have caused the emergence of sensuality in the poet’s
poetry. As a result, ambiguous rhetorical elements can be seen in Shams’
lyrical poems, which have appeared as a result of a surrealistic atmosphere
in them. Among the rhetorical devices, simile has the highest frequency

(23.86 %), followed by personification (23.37 %) and symbolism (20.41 %)

while pun has the lowest frequency (0.09 %).
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