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Abstract

Among the classical Persian poets, Hafez is the poet who has perfected
ambiguity in poetry. In his Divan, Hafez has taken poetic ambiguity to
another level by using the power of language as not only a communicative
act, but also an ontological one. Ambiguity in Hafez's poetry is divided into
three parts: linguistic, rhetorical and semantic ambiguity. A deep
understanding of his world, along with his knowledge of the past, enables
the poet to use the interpretive dimension of language to create ambiguity in
his poetry and introduce it as an integral aspect of the poem, which results in
artistic enjoyment of his audience. Findings of the present research show that
the use of linguistic, rhetorical and semantic ambiguity in Hafez's poetry and
his continuous use of the interpretive aspects of language have made his
poetry more complex to the extent that it is rare to find a verse or Ghazal in
Hafez's Divan that does not have any linguistic, rhetorical, and semantic
ambiguity. In particular, Hafez is the treasurer of the heritage of Persian
literature and has presented a multi-layered, geometric, ambiguous, yet
interpretable picture of the concepts and themes of Persian poetry by using
his genius and linguistic elements. Therefore, by using rhetorical and
semantic components, Hafez has presented new formulations of the inner
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elements of poetry as well as elements of life in his era, which has resulted
in the expansion of the interpretive aspect of the language of his poetry.
Keywords: Linguistic Ambiguity, Rhetorical Ambiguity, Semantic
Ambiguity, Persian Poetry, Hafez.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Among the classical Persian poets, Hafez is the poet who has perfected
ambiguity in poetry. In his Divan, Hafez has taken poetic ambiguity to
another level by using the power of language as not only a communicative
act, but also an ontological one. Ambiguity in Hafez's poetry is divided into
three parts: linguistic, rhetorical and semantic ambiguity. Linguistic
ambiguity includes ambiguity in vocabulary and syntax, each of which has
subsets of its own. In vocabulary, "words with multiple meanings" and "the
different views of the commentators on the words" are close to artistic and
inherent ambiguity. Likewise, in syntax, "multiple roles of grammatical
elements" and "ambiguity in the structure of the sentence", including features
like "semantic contradiction in the word" and “rhetorical use of the
adjective"”, account for the difficulty and complexity of Hafez's poetry.
Rhetorical ambiguity enhances the ambiguity of the poem by making the
poem multi-layered and complex with the use of prominent figures of speech
(metaphor, simile, and irony) and semantic literary devices (pun). Finally,
we have semantic ambiguity, which through the ambiguity caused by the
content (semantic ambiguity) — including the knowledge as well as the
political and cultural awareness of the poet — enriches the poem in terms of
meaning. A deep understanding of his world, along with his knowledge of
the past, enables the poet to use the interpretive dimension of language to
create ambiguity in his poetry and introduce it as an integral aspect of the
poem, which results in artistic enjoyment of his audience. Findings of the
present research show that the use of linguistic, rhetorical and semantic
ambiguity in Hafez's poetry and his continuous use of the interpretive aspects
of language have made his poetry more complex to the extent that it is rare
to find a verse or Ghazal in Hafez's Divan that does not have any linguistic,
rhetorical, and semantic ambiguity. In particular, Hafez is the treasurer of the
heritage of Persian literature and has presented a multi-layered, geometric,
ambiguous, yet interpretable picture of the concepts and themes of Persian
poetry by using his genius and linguistic elements. Therefore, by using
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rhetorical and semantic components, Hafez has presented new formulations
of the inner elements of poetry as well as elements of life in his era, which
has resulted in the expansion of the interpretive aspect of the language of his
poetry.
Research Methodology
Through a descriptive-analytical method, authors attempt to understand and
explain the linguistic, rhetorical and semantic elements which help create
ambiguity in Hafez’s poetry. Library sources are used for this purpose.
Qualitative analysis of the data has also been conducted.
Findings and Conclusion
Hafez has succeeded in creating a long-lasting, multi-layered work with a
geometrical structure by knowing the exact capacities of different words, and
the combination of intertextual connections that are related to them. In fact,
the poetry of Hafez should be considered as a kind of obscure and ambiguous
poetry that, by deferring the meaning, has led to the discovery of the
multifaceted world of the poet and resulted in the artistic enjoyment of his
audience. Ambiguity in his poetry is the result of obscurity and lack of
clarity, which creates a complex ground for interpretation. Undoubtedly, the
most important components of ambiguity in Hafez's poetry include
linguistic, rhetorical, and semantic ambiguity. With his choice of words with
multiple meanings and through his intelligent, witty use of them, Hafez has
not only preserved meaning in his poetry in a way that it is possible to change
each part of the sentences, but has also been able to prevent the disturbance
of meaning in his multifaceted poetry. Findings suggest that of the most
important components of linguistic ambiguity in Hafez's poetry, multiple
meanings of the words in his poems and different interpretations by
commentators of Hafez's Divan are noteworthy. In addition, in regard to
syntax, Hafez has been able to multiply the level of complexity and
ambiguity of the poem with the use of contrasting meanings in words, and
the rhetorical use of adjectives. Among the components of rhetorical
ambiguity in Hafez's poetry, his use of figures of speech such as metaphor,
simile, irony, and allusion — in order to make the poem complex, yet
interpretable — can be mentioned. Finally, the most important components of
semantic ambiguity in Hafez's poetry are the political, historical, and cultural
aspects of his era which are present in his verses and have enriched his
poetry.
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