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Mystical- Religious Mythology in Sohrab Sepehri’s Poetry Based on the
School of Romanticism
Soghra Moradian!
Mohammad Amir Mashhadi2
Abdolali Oveysi keikhas
DOI: 10.22080/RJLS.2023.23871.1333
Abstract
One of the most important aspects connecting poetry and myth is the poetic
nature of myths. The creation of both poetry and myth owes much to the
power of the artistic imagination of their creators. However, one of the
most beautiful and artistic uses of myth in poetry is the "re-creation of
myths", the purpose of which is to connect the past to the present and to
provide grounds for mythological insight. In the contemporary period, even
the most traditional poets have tried to bring these elements closer to their
time by recreating the elements of myth. In other words, mythical
adaptations are used to reflect their time. Nima Yooshij was one of the first
poets to recreate a myth in the poems "Amen Chicken" and "Phoenix".
Likewise, Sohrab Sepehri - one of the influential contemporary poets - has
linked contemporary poetry to traditional and classical Persian poetry by
using elements of myth-making, especially mystical-religious elements.
Due to various political and cultural currents and the tendency of poets to
stick to the tenets of literary and artistic schools, Contemporary Persian
poetry is full of mythological signs of contemporary poets. Poets' tendency
to use literary and social schools such as Romanticism and nationalism (in
case of national myths), and the cultural-religious revolution of 1978 (in
case of religious myths) have created more opportunities for poets to use
these elements as remarkable features in their poems. The purpose of this
research is to explain how mystical-religious mythology is used based on
romantic principles in Sohrab Sepehri's poetry in a descriptive-analytical
way. Moystical-religious myth-making in Sepehri's poetry includes:
Buddhism, prophets and the Bible, savior, creation of water, creation of
forbidden man and fruit, tree, gods and transcendent beings, and mythical
elements of demons and paradise. Findings suggest that Sepehri has used
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many types of mystical-religious myths in his poems. His emphasis has
been more on mythologizing the creation of the forbidden man and fruit,
the creation of water, Buddhism, the prophets, and the Bible.
Keyword: Myth, Mystical-Religious Mythology, School of Romanticism,
Contemporary Poetry, Sohrab Sepehri.
Extended abstract
Introduction
It is noteworthy that myth-making poets recreate the old myths in a new
way, making the myths of the past fit for our time. Among the poets of the
past, Ferdowsi, Hakim Nezami, Khaghani, etc., and among the
contemporary poets Nima Yooshij, Sohrab Sepehri, Ahmad Shamloo have
always been able to recreate myths. With the aim of achieving new
mythological elements, these poets have combined the elements of
different types of myths.
Romanticism is a school that emerged in Western literature in the last
quarter of the eighteenth century and the first thirty years of the nineteenth
century. This school was not just a literary movement, but a movement in
art and governing in all fields of thought. Sohrab Sepehri, a contemporary
romantic poet, has made great use of mystical-religious myth-making in his
poems. These myths include: Buddhism, the prophets and their Bibles, the
creation of man and the forbidden fruit, the creation of water and the
elements of the demonic myth, paradise, savior, tree, etc.
Research Methodology
This research is a descriptive-analytical study of mystical and religious
myth-making ideas from a romantic perspective in Sohrab Sepehri's poetry.
Findings
Each of the two categories of myth and mysticism defines Iranian identity.
Because the origin of a large part of our Iranian identity is ancient myths,
mysticism and religion, due to their place and origin in sacred texts, both
national and religious myths are among the prominent components of
Iranian identity. From the beginning, human thought has been focused on
translingual and transcendental concepts and unattainable aspirations,
which were manifested in the form of celestial gods, ideal characters,
supernatural beings, and purely subjective categories. In the contemporary
period, the same mythological and ancient concepts are interpreted in the
poetry of poets such as Akhavan-Sales, Siavash Kasraei, Shafiee Kadkani,
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Sohrab Sepehri, Hamid Mossadegh, etc. in order to induce and perpetuate
political and social concepts. The connection of myths and mystical-
religious themes in literary and fictional contexts and in the vast realm of
literature is one of the forms of recognizing human and social identities.
Their study and application in contemporary and past literary contexts by
poets has pointed toward social, psychological and personal developments
and has had symbolic forms. Myth-making in romantic works has a
meaning beyond the use of ancient myths. In addition to using ancient
myths, romantics also recreate myths in a creative way. A very important
point that should not be overlooked is that the use of myth by these poets -
like all Romantic poets and writers - is a tool for creating modern myths
through changing and destroying and, in important cases, mixing mythical
narratives.
Conclusion
In Sepehri's poetry, a realistic and idealistic vision prevails, a vision whose
epic religious-mystical characters create its epics. These myths have a high
frequency in Sepehri's poetry. The poet's deep attachment to Islamic
culture and his love for perfect and pious people leads the poet to
romantically create myths by sanctifying their narrative. All in all, the types
of romantic religious and mystical myths in Sepehri's poetry include the
following: Prophets and their Bibles, Gods and Almighty inhabitants,
Creation of water, and Savior. We can conclude that the creation of
religious myths in Sohrab's poetry happens through narration, that is, the
poet rarely mentions direct names, hence making it difficult to see mythical
elements/ names in his poetry. His mysticism is different from mysticism
and mystical elements of Iranian culture and tradition. It is, rather, a type of
mysticism that is based on the suppression of will and desire and negation
and is formed as it is and not as it can be in the light of transformative love.
According to the results obtained in the research, it can be said that the
poet's emphasis was more on myth-making regarding the creation of the
forbidden man and fruit, Buddhism, the creation of water and prophets and
the Bible.

References

— A -Books

— The Holy Quran

v



Y

N ,
3& Fo-Ner e NFLY Ll 4&}%6”[&.& (A (G093 (2! L;La%,.:ﬁa el ia g5
———

| ——r——
R
Uiy s

Eliadeh, Mircha (1997), Mythical Perspectives, translated by Jalal
Sattari, Tehran: Toos

Berlin, Isaiah (2012), The Roots of Romanticism, translated by
Abdullah Kowsari, fourth edition, Tehran: Negah.

Bahar, Mehrdad. (1375). Research in Iranian Mythology, Ch 1,
Tehran: Ad.

Pournamdarian, Taghi (2006), The Story of the Prophets, Third Edition,
Tehran: Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies.

.................. (2007), Mysteries and Mysterious Stories in Persian
Literature (An Analysis of the Mystical-Philosophical Stories of 1bn
Sina and Suhrawardi), Tehran: Scientific and Cultural .

Tavassoli, Gholam Abbas (1373), Sociological Theories, Tehran:
Samat.

Jafari, Massoud (1999), The course of romanticism in Europe, Tehran:
Center.

................... (2007), The course of romanticism in Iran, Tehran: Center.
Law, Mohammad (1375), Sohrab

Sepehri (Poetry of our time 3), fourth edition, Tehran: Nega

Khazaeli, Mohammad (2002), Quran announcement, Tehran:
Amirkabir.

Reyhani, Mohammad (1385), Sepehri; Interpreter of old verses
(Sepehri style, language and thought), first edition, Mashhad: pen song.
Jiran, Felix, Lacouette and Louis Joseph Delaporte (2007), Myths of
Assyria and Babylon, translated by Abolghasem Esmailpour, third
edition, Tehran: Caravan.

Sepehri, Sohrab (2005), eight books, forty-first edition, Tehran:
Tahoori.

Sarkarati, Bahman (1378), Hunted Shadows, Tehran: Drop.

Shaygan, Dariush (2004), Mental Idols and Eternal Memory, Tehran:
Amirkabir.

Shafiee Kadkani, Mohammad Reza (2005), Introduction, correction and
comments of Attar Neyshabouri, logic of the bird, Tehran: Sokhan
Shamisa, Sirus (2003), A Look at Sepehri, ninth edition, Tehran:
Contemporary Voice.

aA



Y

N ,
3& Fo-Ner e NFLY Ll 4&}%6”[&.& (A (G093 (2! L;La%,.:ﬁa el ia g5
———

| ——r——
R
Uiy s

Ghanimi Hilal, Mohammad (1373), Comparative Literature (History
and Transformation, Influence and Influence of Islamic Culture and
Literature), Translated, annotated and suspended by Morteza Ayatollah
Zadeh Shirazi, Tehran: Amirkabir.

Farnbagh Dadgi (1990), Bandehshan, Mehrdad Bahar Report, First
Edition,

Tehran: Toos.

Kazazi, Mir Jalaluddin (1989), From Another Type (Essays in Iranian
Culture and Literature), Tehran: Center

Gregor, Arter, S. (1361), Secrets and magic and the supernatural world
of early man, translated by Parviz Najafiani, Tehran: Atai Press
Institute.

Lings, Martin (1383), What is Islamic mysticism, translated by
Forouzan Rasekhi, edited by Mostafa Malekian, third edition, Tehran:
Suhrawardi.

Encyclopedia of Literary Theories, translated by Mohammad Nabavi
and Mehran Mohajer, third edition, Tehran: Agah.

Mir Abedini, Hassan (2007), One Hundred Years of Iranian Fiction, Ch
4, Tehran: Cheshmeh.

Volk, René (1379), History of New Criticism, translated by Saeed
Arbab Shirani, Volume 2, Second Edition, Tehran: Niloufar.

Hoff, Graham (1365), A Discourse on Criticism, translated by Nasrin
Parvini, Tehran: Amirkabir.

B - Articles and dissertations

Ardalani, Shams Al-Hajiyeh (1997),

Mokhtari, Mohammad (1369), The Myth of Zal (Crystallization of the
Conflict of Unity in the National Epic), Tehran: Toos.

Makarik, IRNAIMA (2009),

Encyclopedia of Literary Theories, translated by Mohammad Nabavi
and Mehran Mohajer, third edition, Tehran: Agah.

Mir Abedini, Hassan (2007), One Hundred Years of Iranian Fiction, Ch
4, Tehran: Cheshmeh.

Volk, René (1379), History of New Criticism, translated by Saeed
Arbab Shirani, Volume 2, Second Edition, Tehran: Niloufar.

19



Y

N ,
3& Fo-Ner e NFLY Ll 4&}%6”[&.& (A (G093 (2! L;La%,.:ﬁa el ia g5
———

| ——r——
R
Uiy s

Hoff, Graham (1365), A Discourse on Criticism, translated by Nasrin
Parvini, Tehran: Amirkabir.

B - Articles and dissertations

Ardalani, Shams Al-Hajiyeh (1997),

"Poetic structure and analysis of Sohrab Sepehri's thoughts", PhD
thesis, Azad University, Dezful Branch.

Basak, Hassan, Moradian, Soghari and Hosseinpour, Ismail (1398),
"Analysis of National, Political and Revolutionary ldealism in Kasraei
Poems with Emphasis on the Components of the School of Social
Romanticism", Journal of Literary Schools, Volume 3, Number 5 , Pp.
128-111.

Pourasgar, Hassan (2016), Mythological Tree in Contemporary Poetry,
Conference on Contemporary Persian Literature (Iranshahr University),
Volume 1, pp. 16-1.

Alavi Moghadam, Mahyar and Maryam Sasani (2007), "Comparative
study of the re-creation of myths in

contemporary poetry", Jiroft Journal of Comparative Literature, Vol. 3,
pp. 146-163.

Fayyaz, Ibrahim (2008), "Religion, Myth and Innovation™, Quarterly
Journal of Religious Studies, No. 250, pp. 118-148.

Karimi, Amirbano and Mahnaz Rezaei. No. 13, Year 4, Winter 87, pp.
191-172.

Mohammadi, Ibrahim; Behnamfar, Mohammad and Taybi Nejad,
Gholamreza (2013), "Myth-breaking and romantic myth-making in
Shamloo poetry", Literary Research, No. 24, pp. 128-105.

Movahed, Zia (2007), "Sylvia Plott", Organon 14, (about poetry),
Tehran: Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, pp. 127-109.
Naderi, Lily and Armen, Seyed Ebrahim (2016), "The model of the
myth of fertility in contemporary poetry", Journal of Arabic Literature
(Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Tehran), No. 2, pp.
282-267.



	1- مقدمه
	2- چارچوب مفهومی پژوهش
	3- تحلیل دادهها

