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Abstract

According to intellectual and social atmosphere, poets' encounter with
death has been different in each period.In the contemporary period, modern
poets, especially the new wavepoets, have been influenced by modernism
and existentialist philosophy.Therefore, the main question of this research
focuses on explaining modernist and ontological contexts of thinking of
death and its manifestations in New Wave poetry.The descriptive-analytical
method of this research enables the researchers to first examine the
modernist elements and opinions of famous philosophers — notably
Socrates, Plato, Heidegger, Sartre and Blanchot — about "death” and then
classify and analyze the modernist-existentialist manifestations of death
thoughts in New Wave poets Findings indicate that new wave poets

understand death as an ontological phenomenon.Therefore, as in pre-
modern poetry, there is no mystical, fateful, or even Khayami type of death
thought. Also, while Ahmadreza Ahmadi, Bijan Elahi, Hossein Rasalil,
Mahmoud Shojaei and Hoten Nejat have more individualistic and
modernist tendencies in the face of death, in Javad Mojabi, Shahram
Shahrokhtash, Mohammad Reza Aslani, and Bahram Ardabili’s poetry,
ontological-modernist tendencies of death-thought are manifested along
with a mixture of social concerns and unsettled political conditions; in
addition, in Parviz Islampour and Hamid Irfan\s poetry, political
suffocation and lack of freedom have led to death thoughts and, hence,
modernist individualistic tendencies are placed in the background.
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Introduction
In every period of Persian poetry, there has been almost a dominant and
accepted tendency and approach toward death. For poets of Khorasani
style, death is understood as the end of human life and fate, a notion which
does not have much frequency in the poetry of poets of this period. In the
6th century, Khayyam presented a unique view of death due to his
dissatisfaction with death as human destiny.In the Iraqgi style, due to Islamic
Ideas, mysticism, and of course, the Mongol attack, which resulted in
political and social disorder for people, the theme of death flourished. In
this period, death was seen as a window to reach a better life and to connect
with the living in the other world. This attitude, though of a gentler nature
and with fewer mystical themes influenced the Indian style. In the
contemporary period, the transformation of political and social relations
and familiarity with western ideas such as Modernism and Existentialism
shifted the attitude of poets to the basic concepts of life such as
death.Among the branches of contemporary poetry, New wave poetry has a
more individualistic and ontological approach to life and death, which is
due to it breaking away from the tradition of Persian poetry as well as its
familiarity with ideas of modernism and existentialism. Therefore, the basic
aim of this research is to examine how the thought of death appears in New
Wave poetry and if thinking of death is based only on modernist-
existentialist tendencies.
Research Methodology
Using a descriptive-analyticalapproach, the researchers used library sources
and documents. First, the opinions of philosophers from Socrates, Plato and
Avristotle to the most famous existential philosophers such as Kierkegaard,
Heidegger, Sartre and then Maurice Blanchot (as a philosopher and literary
theorist who linked death, philosophy and literature) were studied. Then the
poetry of the most famous poets of the New Wave: Ahmadreza Ahmadi,
Bijan Elahi, Hossein Rasail, Mohammadreza Aslani, Parviz Islampour,
Shahram Shahrakhtash, Javad Mojabi, Hoten Nejat, Hamid Irfan,
Mohammad Hossein Mahdavi and Bahram Ardabili was examined.
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Finally,manifestations and types of death thoughts in their poetry were
classified and analyzed.
Research Findings
Due to modernist and existentialist tendencies, New Wave poem is
composed as a piece in which the poet sees the "self" as the central core of
existence and identifies and interprets the fundamental problems of
existence such as "life" and "death”. The perspective is highly introverted,
individualistic and subjective, and less communal and collectivist in nature.
This is why despair, isolationism, loneliness and, consequently, thoughts of
death abound in it.
On the one hand, the poet of the new wave, influenced by ontological,
philosophical, and modernist thoughts, shapes and strengthens his attitude
toward existence and death. On the other hand, the experience of failure —
and political and social failure of his country — doubles the despair and
hopelessness in his poems. Therefore, the roots of thinking of death in such
poems should be sought for in not only in a mixture of existential,
modernist tendencies but also in the political and social atmosphere of the
poet's society.
Conclusion
Findings of the present article show that modernist-existential tendencies of
poets are of main reasons for the presence of death in New Wave poetry.
The unfavorable political and social conditions of the 1340s in Iran
disappointed these poets, forcing them to mourn for freedom and for those
who died fighting for this cause. Of course, existential motivations and
reactions to social and political conditions are not the same among New
Wave poets. The poetry of Bijan Elahi, Ahmadreza Ahmadi, Mahmoud
Shojaei and Hossein Rasail is highly individualistic and ontological. And
on this basis, the thought of/desire for death is caused by the attitude of the
poet towards the phenomena rather than extraneous factors. The presence
of death in the poetry of Hoten Nejat, Javad Mojabi, Shahram
Shahrokhtash, Mohammadreza Aslani, Mohammad Hossein Mahdavi and
Bahram Ardabili is semi-existential-modernist and has a social background.
On the other hand, the thought of death in Hamid Irfan and Parviz
Islampour is caused by political and social conditions, and therefore,
existential factors are placed in the background of their poetry.
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