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1. Questions de poétique
2. La nouvelle poésie russe

3. Du vers tchéque principalement en comparaison avec le vers russe
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Abstract
Structural linguistic analysis, one of the first approaches of new criticism,
studies the text by using data from the science of linguistics, regardless of
any hypertext elements. Such an approach was first used in the analyses of
Russian formalists, in particular Jacobsen, and then in the studies of various
structuralists. According to structuralists, a literary text is composed of, first
and foremost, a set of special linguistic phenomena that distinguish it from
other texts; this distinction can be seen at all structural levels of the text. This
article aims to examine the poem "Smoke is Rising" by Sohrab Sepehri, a
Persian poet whose poems are a reflection of the elements of the school of
Romanticism, by making use of Jacobsen's theories. According to Jacobsen's
method, structural elements of the poem are described on three levels:
phonetic, lexical, and syntactic. A careful reading on this basis leads us to
understand the hidden network of meaning in the poem. In fact, the purpose
of this article is to answer questions such as how linguistic functions in the
geometric form of poetry are effective in conveying meanings and how the
system of words governing the external structures of the poem contain
concepts related to the mood and the main theme of the poem. A study of
phonetic, grammatical, and lexical-semantic elements shows that the hidden
layers of meaning are closely related to the form of poetry, and play a role in
the creation of beauty.
Keywords: Structure, Sound, Grammar, Linguistic features, Structural
linguistic analysis, Sohrab Sepehri, Romantic poetry.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
With the rise of scientism at the end of the 19th century and its rise to
prominence as the dominant discourse, scholars of various fields decided to
use the methods and criteria of experimental sciences to investigate and
approach phenomena. The field of literary criticism was no exception. In the
years following the First World War, the expansion of linguistic views into
the world of literature and literary criticism brought literary criticism into a

! Assistant Professor of French Literature, University of Mazandaran, Iran. Email: a.arabi@umz.ac.ir

Y¢


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5519-9948

D
hld YPV o VBT Ol 033 5 o (Sl cp2in (50333 ¢ 03l SaiSn Sl a3,
iy
new world where Russian formalists were its masters. From there, hypertext-
based criticisms were abandoned and replaced by text-based criticisms such
as formalism and structuralism as prominent examples. A literary text was
evaluated not based on emotion and affection, but based on the framework
and skeleton of the text itself — as a visible work and a laboratory subject.
With this interpretation, art and literature were considered as techniques that
the critic tried to discover. (Alavi Moghadam, 1381: 8-9); in their first efforts
in this direction, formalists considered the subject of literary studies to be the
literariness of literature. They insisted on the views of objectivism and placed
criticism on the basis of the form of the work in the first place; they then
turned to poetry as an example of literature (Pain, 2012: 419-416).
1-2 Research Questions
The present article is an attempt to provide a reasoned answer to some of the
most important questions, which are:
- Isthe external structure, chosen by the poet, the instigator of the meaning
and content of the poem or not?
- How does the external structure and format of the poem contribute to
the production of meaning, and how does the poet use linguistic
functions to induce meaning?
- How is the relationship between Sepehri's poetic form and the
concepts reflected in it represented?
1-3 Research Method
The method of this research is descriptive-analytical and is conducted by
consulting books and articles in the relevant field.
Conclusion
If we consider the purpose of structuralist investigation to be the discovery
of the hidden system and relationships of concepts through the connection of
words in a text, the investigation leads us to the fact that throughout the
poem, the poet is trying to describe the states and moods of his inner self and
surrounding environment. This is made possible by taking advantage of
various techniques in poetic expression, with the relationships between the
constituent elements of the poem making it vivid and sensible. The
description of images in the poetic process as well as the structure of this
piece reveal its internal order and coherence. The connection of different
parts of the text is clearly related to and emphasizes the semantic dimension
of the work. A study of special linguistic phenomena, in addition to
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examining the form and structure of the work, leads us to the link between
form and content. Although this piece is written in the form of new poetry,
it is not devoid of weight and rhyme; indeed, this weight and rhyme have
added to its richness. Since any apparent similarity in sound should be
evaluated based on the similarity or lack of similarity in meaning, the
examination of the rhymes in this poem shows that the rhymes are related to
each other in terms of meaning. Finally, it must be acknowledged that
Sepehri has been successful in using words, grammatical constructions and
sounds; in addition to creating beauty, he has skillfully used their power to
highlight the meaning of the poem and instill implicit concepts. The analysis
of words, actions, balances, and combinations in the texture of the work
points to the predominance of darkness and blackness in it —which has taken
root and penetrated into the poet's being. The detachment and loneliness of
the poet and a futile attempt to reach the “image of hope™ in a closed structure
are certainly not unrelated to the social and political atmosphere of the 1930s.
Does such internal pain and suffering not make the poet break his silence and
talk about the ruins from where "Smoke is [always] Rising"?
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