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Analysis of the Different Forms of Complaint in the Works of Simin
Behbahani with an Emphasis on Romantic Discourse (Case Study: The
Poetry Collection “A Line of Speed and Fire”)
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Abstract
The school of Romanticism is a European literary school which was born
as a result of turning away from the logic and wisdom of the school of
Classicism and was inspired by passion and excitement. This school has
also had considerable influence on the development of various nations,
including Iran. One of the important effects of the school of Romanticism
on Iranian poets has been the development of their worldview, which has,
in turn, broadened the scope of their protests and complaints regarding
various social issues. This issue shows its effects in a more tangible way,
especially when injustices, challenges, and social and individual disorders
in a society are intensified. Simin Behbahani is one of the contemporary
poets who has complained in her poems about injustices, deaths, and
abandonment, and has protested against the existing situation of the society
and her fellow human beings. In this article, authors have tried to use the
descriptive-analytical research method to analyze the Romantic discourse
of complaints in the works of Simin Behbahani. Findings of the research
indicate that personal complaints are more prominent in the above-
mentioned poetry collection, the reason for which should be found in her
sensitive spirit and femininity; since she has experienced bitter and
unfortunate events at some point in her life, her frank talk about pains and
failures in her poetry attracts the sympathy of her audience.
Keywords: School of Romanticism, Complaints, Simin Behbahani, A Line
of Speed and Fire
1. Introduction
One of the renowned contemporary poets of the Romantic school is Simin
Behbahani, also known as the Lady of Ghazal. As someone who had lived
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during the second period of Pahlavi as well as the Revolution and its
aftermath, she witnessed many of the problems of society closely, and
wrote about all the ups and downs of the periods she experienced, which
secured for her a special place among the contemporary poets. The
importance of Simin Behbahani's complaints can be viewed from different
perspectives and angles. First, Behbahani's poems represent her as one of
the poets who have taken a reformist approach by distancing themselves
from the traditional attitude. Secondly, Behbahani radically assigns
importance to the position and value of human beings because she believes
in the nobility and centrality of human beings in life. Humanity has a high
place in Behbahani's poems, because she believes in being and considers it
as a source of power that is beyond humans. Thirdly, Simin's social
complaints are reflected by insisting on concepts such as deprivation from
social freedoms, suffocation, etc., which are mixed with a form of
Romanticism. Through their reading of Behbahani’s poems, authors aim to
answer this question: what are the most important aspects of the Romantic
discourse of complaint in the works of Simin Behbahani?
2. Research Method
The research method of this article is descriptive-analytical and is
conducted through examining the collection of poems "A Line of Speed
and Fire". Verses that are related to different forms of complaints are
extracted and analyzed after categorizing all the verses.
3. Findings: Types of Complaints in Simin Behbahani's Poetry
1. Personal complaints including complaints about oneself, complaints
about love, complaints about friends, and complaints about old age and
disability.
2. Social complaints including complaints about the unfairness of the times,
complaints about people's negligence, complaints about pretenders, and
complaints about the passivity of women.
3. Political complaints including complaints about suppression of freedom
fighters and complaints about war.

4. Philosophical complaints including complaints about creation and
predestination, complaints about the passing of time and shortness of life.
4. Conclusion
The complaints of Simin Behbahani in this collection of poetry have
personal, political, social and philosophical aspects. In this collection, the
poet deals with her strangest and most real feelings and weaves the
complaints together to create a poem that brings to her readers the pain and
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suffering of the society in specific historical moments. In these poems, the
audience walks step by step alongside the poet and listens to her narratives
which are filled with the poet's complaints. This way, readers walk with her
through war, death and the alleys of the gardens of destiny, and their sweet
lives are filled with the poet's affection. Undoubtedly, the impact of this
collection of poems is due to the emotions that are delicately intermixed
with sadness and lamentation arising from the poet's heart.
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