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The Influence of Irony on the Creation of Grotesque in Eat Him If You Like
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Abstract

The present research aims to study how the affordances of irony (structural
irony) lead to the creation of the style of grotesque (according to Philip
Thomson’s theory) in Jean Teulé¢’s Eat Him If You Like [original title in
French, Mangez-le Si Vous Voulez, translated into Persian as Adam-
kharan]. Teulé manages to create moments that seem humorous to begin
with, but turn into scenes of threat, horror, and torment. The main question
IS how such a situation arises and what role does irony play in the
development of the style of the text. Accordingly, in the present research we
have used a descriptive-analytical method to study excerpts from Eat Him if
You Like to delineate the influence of structural irony on the creation of the
style of grotesque in this novel. For this purpose, first a general definition of
irony and grotesque is presented and then different types of irony and their
functions which are conducive to the creation of the style of grotesque in this
novel are discussed. Findings of the research indicate that in this novel,
different types of irony such as dramatic, situational, cosmic and tragic,
create two-fold, reversed, unwanted and imposed situations as well as a
bleak, disturbing and disgusting atmosphere, which lead to the development
of grotesque in the text. Although the novel is a tragic one, its biting humor
bewilders the reader caught between laughter and disgust. This incongruous
and dual feeling in the novel is, as Thompson formulates, the result of the
conformity between irony and some characteristics of grotesque. Overall,
one can see that dramatic, situational, cosmic and tragic ironies are very
influential in the creation of the style of grotesque in this novel.
Keywords: Dramatic irony, Situational irony, Cosmic irony, Tragic irony,
Grotesque, Eat Him if You Like [Adam-kharan].
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Grotesque and Irony cannot be easily categorized and placed under specific
headings, but with a little concession, it can be said that both of these
concepts are based on a main theme, i.e. "contradiction”, which is neither
obvious nor tangible so that the reader does not easily understand its
contradictory duality. Despite the intertwined similarities between these two
concepts, they cannot be regarded as synonyms or even subsets of each other.
It is so because grotesque is a literary and ironic style, a literary trick. Philip
Thomson considers the main elements of the grotesque to be dissonance,
funny and terrifying exaggeration and abnormality. According to Thomson,
"grotesque is the unresolved conflict of discordant elements™ (2010: 35).
Likewise, many have considered irony to be a contradictory trick. Therefore,
the impact of irony and grotesque on each other cannot be ignored.
Research Method
The present study explains the effects of irony on the grotesque style, which
has not been studied previously. To this purpose, the combination of
grotesque and irony is analyzed using a descriptive-analytical method in
order to trace and examine the desired elements.
Results
Findings of the research indicate that in this novel, irony (as a literary trick)
creates a biting satire through creation of contrast, contradiction and
heterogeneity. This satire ultimately leads to the production of the grotesque
style. Although this novel is tragic, the audience is stunned by the co-
presence of laughter and disgust in it; such heterogeneous and dual feelings
in the novel result from ironic adaptation with some grotesque elements.
Considering the point that irony reveals its effect more in the context of the
work, we witness that the dramatic, situational, cosmic and tragic ironies in
the novel in question play a significant role in creating the grotesque style.
Conclusion
In this article, based on the function of the structural irony in the grotesque
style, we examined Jean Teulé¢’s Eat Him If You Like. We tried to explain
the use of this literary trick in the desired literary style. To this purpose, we
analyzed the four ironies in the four elements that Philip Thomson considers
as grotesque. In this study, it was shown that for the production of grotesque
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style in this work, dramatic, situational, cosmic and tragic ironies were more

useful. The result of this investigation showed that:

1. Through dramatic irony, Teulé creates a double space and juxtaposes
contrasting images to highlight grotesque inconsistency (which creates a
conflicting and incongruous atmosphere and portrays the masked
humanity). By so doing, Teulé displays the predatory monster inside
man. Therefore, this type of irony plays its part in creating the grotesque
style.

2. Through situational irony, Teulé inverts the situations and puts what was
unimaginable on the stage and this situation, which is formed in contrast
to the expectations of the audience and the character of the story, causes
a sudden blow, which results in nervous and biting laughter on the one
hand, and fear, horror and disgust on the other — which is also one of the
characteristics of the grotesque (Thomson calls this the comic and
terrifying element). In this element, the border between laughter and
disgust is broken.

3. Cosmic irony is another type of irony that was investigated. This literary
trick helps exaggerate the ominous and pathetic fate of the character of
the story (Alan). In this work, the unwanted appreciation of the character
of the story has been elaborated, which makes for the element of
exaggeration (one of the elements of the grotesque style). Grotesque is
the feeling of anxiety caused by a joke that has been taken to an extreme.
This definition is in harmony with the content, themes, and concepts of
Eat Him If You Like; it portrays a world that is full of fear, violence and
anxiety, a world in which the sense of suffocation is clearly felt, a world
that does not even allow the audience to breathe.

4. Tragic irony is another type of irony that is consistent with the dark and
sad atmosphere of the work. This type of irony is, however, so passionate
and militant that the its descriptions are out of the ordinary. In fact, we
see their deviation from the usual standards, which reveals the abnormal
element of the grotesque.
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