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Criticizing bureaucracy through analyzing fictional (realistic) space in
Gholam-Hossein Sa’edi’s Shabneshini-e-Bashokouh
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Abstract
The notion of bureaucracy is derived from the French word Burecratie,
which is made up of two words: Bureau meaning desk and cratie meaning
power. In 1759, Vincent de Gournay introduced this term to the socio-
political terminology of France. Divansalary is the Persian equivalent of this
term which refers to an organization which operates within the framework
of law. In his Shabneshini-e-Bashokouh, a collection of twelve short stories,
Sa’edi centralizes Bureaucratic life and order to conduct a psychopathology
of clerks using an ironic and humorous language. Through characterizing his
fictional characters as psychopathic, belittled, and illusioned people, Sa’edi
criticizes the framework of Iranian official order in the late 1330s. In the
present study, we aim to examine the author’s individual ideology in his
creation of his critical attitude toward clerical life through Shabneshini-e-
Bashokouh, Khabha-e-Pedaram, Dayere-e-Dargozashtegan and Mofattesh
through processing and analyzing the fictional space. To this purpose, in
order to analyze the story space, we have used Jean Weisgerber’s theories
which are based on the mutual connection between human and space.
Weisgerber believes that space should not be regarded as just a framework
or décor in a literary work. It should rather be considered as a main character
in the story. He believes it’s only through seeing story space as a character
and analyzing it that we can get to the real meaning of a literary piece.

Keywords: Gholam-Hossein Sa’edi, Jean Weisgerber, Realistic fictional
space, Bureaucracy (Divansalari), Special duality

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The notion of bureaucracy is derived from the French word Burecratie,
which is made up of two words: Bureau meaning desk and cratie meaning
power. In 1759, Vincent de Gournay introduced this term to the socio-
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political terminology of France. Ever since then, this notion has been widely
used in the criticism of various literary works. Divansalary is the Persian
equivalent of this term which refers to an organization which operates within
the framework of law. This concept has been of interest to Persian authors.
In his Shabneshini-e-Bashokouh, a collection of twelve short stories, for
instance, Sa’edi centralizes Bureaucratic life and order to conduct a
psychopathology of clerks using an ironic and humorous language. Through
characterizing his fictional characters as psychopathic, belittled, and
illusioned people, Sa’edi criticizes the framework of Iranian official order in
the late 1330s. In the present study, we aim to examine the author’s
individual ideology in his creation of his critical attitude toward clerks' life
through  Shabneshini-e-Bashokouh, = Khabha-e-Pedaram,  Dayere-e-
Dargozashtegan and Mofattesh through processing and analyzing the
fictional space. To this purpose, in order to analyze the story space, we have
used Jean Weisgerber’s theories which are based on the mutual connection
between human and space. Weisgerber believes that space should not be
regarded as just a framework or décor in a literary work. It should rather be
considered as a main character in the story. He believes it’s only through
seeing story space as a character and analyzing it that we can get to the real
meaning of a literary piece. The story space, in this sense, plays a significant

role in the interactions between the characters.

Research questions

In this research, we attempt to answer the following questions:

e How can one criticize Divansalary through dynamic processing of
realistic and humorous spaces of Sa'edi's fictional texts?

e How can characters' feelings (conscious and unconscious) be clearly
delineated through spatial relationships and processing?

e How does the author express the inexpressible in the text? Is it through
the space which forms a halo around the characters or is it through the
space that functions as a fictional character proving its presence?

Research methodology

This descriptive-analytical research uses library sources and databases.

Conclusion and Findings

Weisgerber’s theory regarding the fictional space focuses on dual spaces

which are activated in the interaction between narrator or characters with
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story events to provide a significant description of such interactions. He

believes that it is only through seeing the story space as a character and
analyzing it that we can interpret the message in a literary piece .The

collection by Sa'edi which focuses on humorous criticism of Divansalary and

clerks' life consists of various realistic spaces of office, home, open spaces,

school, etc. which account for formation of dual spaces. Such spaces could

be explained in the relationships between the narrator, characters and the

space. Bureaucratic space (the major space) presents itself in various forms

as threatening open space, expanded distant space, alienating unfamiliar

space, the space of stagnancy and death, suffocating distant space, finite

distant space and circulating distant space. All these spaces convey the ideas

of sickness, suffocation, and death. Within such spaces, Sa'edi characterizes

his fictional characters as psychopathic, belittled, and illusioned people to

criticize the framework of Iranian official order in the late 1330s.
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