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Examining the Characteristics of Surrealist Fantasy in Ahmad
Hassanzadeh’s Khial Baz
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Surrealism is one of the important literary schools of the 20th century. Due
to its specific principles, Surrealism was first considered to be a school
suitable for poetry. Over time, however, some famous surreal artists
produced different kinds of narratives which raised a serious question: what
are the characteristic features of surrealist narratives? There was no doubt
that the emphasis on the unconscious and techniques such as stream of
consciousness would inevitably change the form of surrealist narrative, an
issue that can be seen in most modern and post-modern narratives.
Therefore, it is impossible to consider the surreal aspects of the narrative by
focusing only on the form. To investigate the characteristics of surrealist
narrative, therefore, we attempted to focus on Ahmad Hasanzadeh's Khial
Baz through an analytical-descriptive method. Findings suggest that the
presence of elements such as fantasy have blurred the boundary between
dream and reality and resulted in the construction of a meta-reality: the
prominent role of sleep and revelation in the text, the effect of drug use on
narrative actions and special emphasis on the madness of the main
character are major features that have contributed to the surreal atmosphere
of the narrative.
Keywords: Surrealism, Superior reality, Surreal narrative, Khial Baz.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
André Breton, the most important figure of the school of surrealism, once
took a harsh stance against the novel and called it a shameful activity born
out of humiliation (Ghavimi, 2017: 322). Despite this initial opposition,
Breton later became interested in writing novels. Others also emerged from
among the surrealists who set foot on the same path.
Surrealism is one of the important artistic and literary schools of the 20th
century, which was created in the gap between the two world wars, during
a revolutionary reaction against the rationalism and empiricism ruling the
intellectual atmosphere of the society. André Breton, the founder and the
main figure of this school, proclaimed its goal as eliminating the
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contradiction between imagination and reality for the benefit of the
superior reality.
In Surrealists' view, if a person can release the forces inside the
unconscious outside of the constant control of reason, he will experience a
much better life. They advised that in order to reach a superior world, it is
necessary to pass through the material and external world and to listen to
the inner signals that seek to reveal the true secrets of existence. Based on
this view, art will be nothing but a channel to project the unconscious and
face the truths that remain hidden inside the human psyche. It goes without
saying that poetry is the best place for manifestation of this feature.
Research Questions
Despite the clear literary connection between poetry and surrealism, the
relationship between this school and the novel is not very clear. In other
words, the question approached in this research is an important concern for
those interested in writing novels in a surrealistic style: Based on which
features of form and content can one judge the surreality of narrative texts,
especially that of novels? Can a novel be considered surreal just by
observing the disorder in the narrative's temporal sequence - a dominant
feature in most modern and postmodern novels? Is the use of techniques
such as stream of consciousness in the form of narration, constructive for
this type of novel? If not, is it possible to judge based on the content? Or
will considering both content and form help us understand and classify
surreal narratives?
Research Methodology
The research was carried out using a descriptive method of qualitative
content analysis, during which an attempt was made to read the content of
the novel "The Dreamer" by Ahmad Hassanzadeh according to the
principles mentioned in the Surrealist Manifesto in categorizing the main
components of this school. Since the current research was written to
expand the conceptual framework of surrealism as a school that
fundamentally focuses on poetry to validate the literary genre of the novel,
the method of data analysis in it is directional content analysis.
Research Findings
Considering the inherent affinity of poetry with the principles of the school
of surrealism, it will not be difficult to examine the components of this
school in this type of literature; however, the relationship between the
novel or, more generally, the narrative with surrealism is a subject that
needs attention and reflection. Since some of the formal features mentioned
to recognize surrealism narrated texts, such as distortion of the narrative's
time sequence or the use of the stream of consciousness technique, are
considered common features in most modern and postmodern narratives, it
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seems inevitable that the main criteria in recognizing surrealism in
narration will be achieved through content analysis: a study that takes into
account components such as super reality, higher point, wonder, sleep,
madness and intoxication.

In the novel "The Dreamer", as the name suggests, the author has detailed
the fantasies of the main character Elias. Fantasies whose main source is
the shortcomings of the real world and the sufferings arising from the
poverty and misery of the people living on the outskirts of Gachsaran city.
Elias has created an imaginary world to make life bearable. A world where
neither birth defects nor poverty and suffering in the living environment
will harm him. Using the power of imagination, this character is able to
break the boundaries of reality and dreams and create a superior world in
the heart of the real world.

The existence of elements such as the device of imagination as a means to
store the sweet experiences of fantasy and reality, communication with a
magical bird in the world of fantasy that accompanies him as a loyal helper,
using imagination to compensate for the shortcomings of the real world,
talking with inanimate creatures and elements, along with things like
Liberating madness, love, sleep, dreams and prophecies, as well as the
strong role of intoxication in the story, are evidences that confirm the
surrealism of the novel "The Dreamer". However, if one of these
components is to be selected as a characteristic element, that element will
be nothing but imagination, an element which plays an essential role in
creating meta-reality or superior reality.



