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Isfahan were playing an important role in the political, economic, and social de-
velopments during the Islamic centuries. Isfahan was chosen as one of the capi-
tals during the Seljuq period and the development of roads between Isfahan and
other areas became more necessary in order to facilitate exchanges and access
to the entire territory of the government. Therefore, the northern roads of Isfa-
han were developed during this period. The questions are, what was the location
and development of the northern roads of Isfahan during the Seljuq period? What
are the characteristics of the mid-way buildings in the northern regions of Isfa-
han during this era? Therefore, the road network of the northern plain of Isfahan
and the Seljuq mid-way buildings were studied in this article. The data were col-
lected based on an archaeological field survey and the study of historical sources.
Then, the spatial relationships between these roads and mid-way buildings were
analyzed. The results show that some pre-Seljuq roads were improved and the
mid-way buildings were reconstructed due to the developments of cities and vil-
lages during the Seljuq era. Three main roads passed through the Barkhor plain
in the northern regions of Isfahan during the Seljuq period. The northeast road
from Isfahan reached Robat Sultan, Natanz, Kashan, and Rayy. The northern road
led to Morcheh Khort, Meymeh, Delijan, Qom, and Rayy. The northwest road
reached the old Chaleh Siyah, Alavijeh, Golpayegan, Borujerd, and the west of the
country. According to the following reasons; “The characteristics of mid-way
buildings in these roads”, “natural and geographical features”, and “access to im-
portant cities” such as Ardestan, Naeen, Khorasan, Kashan, and Rayy, it seems
that the main Seljuq Road of Isfahan was the northeastern road and the next main
road was the northern road. While the northwestern road functioned as a sec-
ondary road.Keywords: Roads, caravanserais, mid-way buildings, Seljuq, Isfahan,
Borkhar.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Tughril, the first Seljuq ruler, besieged Is-
fahan in 1050 AD and conquered it in 1051
AD. He chose Isfahan as the capital for 12
years. Alp Arslan and Malik-Shah also
chose Isfahan as their capital. Isfahan
reached its maximum size, greatness, and
wealth during the reign of Malik-Shah
(Honarfar, 2007: 109-112). During the rule
of Berkyarugq, Sultan Muhammad, and Tu-
ghril 111, Isfahan was the center of the Sel-
juq dynasty (Ibid: 116).

Therefore, Isfahan became one of the
most prosperous cities during the Seljuq
period and the network of roads leading to
Isfahan was developed. According to the
geographical characteristics of the north-
ern areas of Isfahan and the Karkas moun-
tain in its north, there are several roads
between Isfahan and the northeastern,
northern, and northwestern regions such
as Naeen, Ardestan, Khorasan, Kashan,
Qom, Rayy, Golpayegan, Hamadan, and
other cities. The questions are, what was
the location and development of the
northern roads of Isfahan during the Sel-
juq period? What are the characteristics of
the mid-way buildings in the northern re-
gions of Isfahan during this era? There-
fore, the purpose of this article is to study
the northern roads of Isfahan and its mid-
way buildings in the Seljuq era. Accord-
ingly, historical sources were studied to
explain the relationship between urban
and rural centers in the north of Isfahan
plain. Then, the findings of the authors'
field survey and the Seljuq monuments in
Borkhar plain were analyzed with histori-
cal sources, and the northern roads of Is-
fahan were drawn. Furthermore, the rela-
tionship between Seljuq caravanserais and
mid-way residences with roads was ana-
lyzed. In addition, it has been tried to

introduce the main and secondary roads of
the Seljuq period in the north of Isfahan
based on factors such as the features of
the mid-way buildings, the natural geo-
graphical features, and access to the im-
portant urban centers of the Seljuq period.

2. Materials and Discussion
The northern region of Isfahan was called
Borkhar in historical sources (Ya'qubi,
2002: 41; Ibn-e Rustah, 1986: 181; Ibn-e
Khordadbeh, 1991: 20). Borkhar was the
first town on the Isfahan-Rayy road at a
distance of three Farsakhs from Yehudiya
or Isfahan (Ibn-e Khordadbeh, 1991: 58-59).
Ibn-e Hawaqal considered Borkhar to be
one of the large and densely populated
districts with plenty of grain, markets, and
bathhouses (Ibn-e Hawqal, 1966: 107-106).
Borkhar was also important during the
Seljuq era. There is a document about the
sale of a village in Borkhar by the Seljuq
princess in 1165 AD (Atabaki, 1999: 458).
Some other historians and geographers
were also described the Borkhar in later
periods (Yaqut, 1957; Baghdadi, 1992;
Mustawfi, 1957; Chardin, 1957).

In our archaeological survey, eight Sel-
juqg monuments and sites were identified,
among them, "Robat Sultan", "Old Chaleh
Siyah", "Qal’eh Atabaki", and "Dehchi" are
Seljuq caravanserais or mid-way resi-
dences.

The study of historical sources shows
that the Isfahan-Rayy roads were the most
famous highways of Fars and Khorasan
(Ibn-e Hawgal, 1966: 142; Maqdisi, 1982:
721). One of the main Seljuq roads that can
be drawn based on the field survey and
historical sources is the road that passed
through “Gaz - Robat Sultan - Robat Sangi
- Natanz” (Road A) and then, From Natanz,
one road leads to Ardestan and Khorasan,
and the other to Kashan, Qom, and Rayy.
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The second one, was the road that
started from Isfahan and passed through
“Gaz - Morcheh Khort - Meymeh - Robat
Tork - Delijan - Qom - Rayy” (Road B), and
it was mostly used for military purposes in
the Early Islamic era, but it became more
important during the Seljuq era (Siroux,
1978:19).

The other road that was identified
based on field surveys was the “Isfahan -
Old Chaleh Siyah - Qal'eh Atabaki - Gol-
payegan - Borujerd” (Road C). Although
Seljuq mid-way buildings and caravanse-
rais were found on this road, it is not men-
tioned in the written sources of the Seljuq
era. Therefore, it was probably considered
a secondary road in this period. While
roads A and B were the prime and main
Seljuq roads. “The large area and dimen-
sions of Robat Sultan (twice the size of
other caravanserais)”, “natural and geo-
graphical features, fewer natural obstacles
in the road A”, and “access to important
cities” such as Ardestan, Naeen, Khorasan,
Kashan, and Rayy are among the reasons
that can be stated for the importance of
the road A.

3. Conclusion

In the development process of Isfahan and
its road network during the Seljuq period,
some pre-Seljuq roads were improved and
the mid-way buildings were recon-
structed. Among these roads, three roads

passed through the Borkhar plain in the
northern region of Isfahan. Based on the
historical sources and the remains of the
Seljuq caravansaries, these roads include
the following:

A) Isfahan - Gaz - Robat Sultan -
Robat Sangi - Natanz (From Natanz, one
road leads to Ardestan and Khorasan, and
the other to Kashan, Qom, and Rayy).

B) Isfahan - Gaz - Morcheh Khort -
Meymeh - Robat Tork - Delijan - Qom -

Rayy.

C) Isfahan - Old Chaleh Siyah - Qal'eh
Atabaki - Alavijeh - Golpayegan - Bo-
rujerd.

In our archaeological survey in the
Borkhar plain, four Seljuq caravansary and
mid-way buildings were identified: on the
road (A) Robat Sultan, on the road (B) Deh-
chi in Morcheh Khort, and on the road (C)
old Chaleh Siyah and Qal’eh Atabaki.

According to the following reasons;
“The large area and dimensions of Robat
Sultan (twice the size of other caravanse-
rais)”, “fewer natural obstacles in the road
A”, and “access to important cities” such as
Ardestan, Naeen, Khorasan, Kashan, and
Rayy, it seems that the main Seljuq road
was the “northeastern road” or road “A”.
The next main road was road B; while road
C functioned as a secondary road.
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Sirox, M. 1967, “Trois Monuments
Inconnus de II'ranAncien...”, I[ranica
Antiqua, E. J. Brill, Leiden, Volume
VIIL.
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