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Abstract

Purpose: This research has studied the distribution of equal educational opportunities in the government
primary school of Golestan province in the academic year of 2021-2022.

Methodology: The research method was a descriptive applied study. The statistical population was the
compulsory education population of the cities of Golestan province and the sample was equal to the
population. The research tool was a checklist including compulsory education population, registered
population, educational buildings and the number of primary schools. The data required for this research
were obtained from the General Directorate of Education, General Civil Registration Directorate and
Management and Planning Organization of Golestan province. Lorenz curve and Gini coefficient were
used to calculate equal educational opportunities, gender equal opportunities were calculated using
gender coefficient (GPI) and exploitation coefficient was used to calculate equal opportunities in access
to educational space.

Findings: The findings showed that the Gini coefficient was close to zero in all government elementary
school grades in Golestan province, which indicates the low intensity of inequality in the educational
opportunities of elementary school in the provinces of the province. In the calculation of equal gender
opportunities, the findings showed that in the cities of (Bander Turkmen and Aliabad) there is gender
inequality to the disadvantage of boys, and in the city of (Bandargaz) there is gender inequality to the
disadvantage of girls. Also, in other cities, there was gender equality in access to public primary
education. In the calculation of equal opportunities in access to the educational space, the findings
showed that the value of the utilization factor for all the cities was higher than 1, which indicated the
inequality in the access to the educational spaces in all the urban areas of the province. in the rural sector;
There was inequality in access to educational spaces in the rural areas of Bandar Gaz, Bandar Turkman,
Kordkoi, Gorgan, Gonbad, Minodasht, Agh Qala and Gomishan cities, and in general there was
inequality in access to educational spaces in Bandar Gaz, Bandar Turkman, Aliabad, there are Kordkoi,
Gorgan, Gonbad, Minodasht, Agh Qala, Kalale and Gomishan.

Conclusions and suggestions: Determining educational policies should lead to the realization of
equality and justice and respecting the rights of all people. Social scientific advances in recent years
have enlightened our understanding of the mechanisms of children's unequal access to educational
opportunities and the consequences of these inequalities for social mobility. This knowledge enables
policymakers to target interventions in areas of greatest impact in an equity-oriented manner. As a result
of improving human resources in providing education in all regions, improving physical resources, lack
of gender inequality between learners in the cultural, social, financial and physical dimensions should
be among the goals of educational planning.

Innovation and originality: To promote equal and equal life chances in the society, equality in
education opportunities is necessary and necessary. The current research aims to investigate the issue of
distribution of equal educational opportunities in the educational areas of Golestan province by using
organizational data.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

The need for equality and justice in educational opportunities has been emphasized in international treaties and
conventions because educational equality is the main foundation of an inclusive society and the most important factor
of sustainable development in the present era. Therefore, primary education requires learning for all students,
regardless of their gender and family background, but this desire has not been realized due to lack of reliance on a
proper program. Studies have shown that the use of primary education is affected by family wealth, education and
regional location, which can be a definition of inequality in primary education. Despite the importance of primary
education, public investment in this field is currently very limited and the private sector plays a key role, exacerbating
the disparity that exists between rich and poor children. Although it is generally agreed that public primary education
should be equally available to all, there is widespread inequality in educational opportunities around the world, and
there are strong indications that inequality in educational opportunities has negative individual and societal effects.
Irreparability is involved. It should be said that there is no transformative force stronger than education to promote
human rights, achieve sustainability and build a better future for all, based on social justice, international solidarity
and shared responsibility. Therefore, the aim of the present study is to examine and study the distribution of equal
educational opportunities in the government primary school of Golestan province in the academic year of 2021-2022.

Methodology

The research method was a descriptive applied study. The statistical population was the compulsory education
population of the cities of Golestan province and the sample was equal to the population. The research tool was a
checklist including compulsory education population, registered population, educational buildings and the number of
primary schools. The data required for this research were obtained from the General Directorate of Education, General
Civil Registration Directorate and Management and Planning Organization of Golestan province. Lorenz curve and
Gini coefficient were used to calculate equal educational opportunities, gender equal opportunities were calculated
using gender coefficient (GPI) and exploitation coefficient was used to calculate equal opportunities in access to
educational space.

Findings

The findings showed that the Gini coefficient was close to zero in all government elementary school grades in
Golestan province, which indicates the low intensity of inequality in the educational opportunities of elementary
school in the provinces of the province. In the calculation of equal gender opportunities, the findings showed that in
the cities of (Bander Turkmen and Aliabad) there is gender inequality to the disadvantage of bays, and in the city of
(Bandargaz) there is gender inequality to the disadvantage of girls. Also, in other cities, there was gender equality in
access to public primary education. In the calculation of equal opportunities in access to the educational space, the
findings showed that the value of the utilization factor for all the cities was higher than 1, which indicated the
inequality in the access to the educational spaces in all the urban areas of the province. in the rural sector; There was
inequality in access to educational spaces in the rural areas of Bandar Gaz, Bandar Turkman, Kordkoi, Gorgan,
Gonbad, Minodasht, Agh Qala and Gomishan cities, and in general there was inequality in access to educational spaces
in Bandar Gaz, Bandar Turkman, Aliabad, there are Kordkoi, Gorgan, Gonbad, Minodasht, Agh Qala, Kalale and
Gomishan.

Results

The results show that although there is a low and weak inequality in the access to public primary education among
the cities of Golestan province, but in terms of gender equality and also in terms of the educational space, there are
visible differences among the cities of Golestan province. The problem of meeting the need in physical facilities and
educational infrastructure is still limited due to the lack of funds available in the government. There are still many
areas in the province where primary school students have not been able to benefit from education. In this regard, we
can refer to the research of Kerr & Ainscow (2022), which is in line with our research, because in their research, they
show that inequality in having a suitable educational space usually occurs in places (schools) with weak physical,
economic and service infrastructures. In terms of access to the educational space, it seems that the lack of attention to
the population growth rate, which should be taken into account in educational planning, has caused the productivity

Investigating the distribution of equal educational opportunities in the government primary school of Golestan province 173



izl 630 aabiy clalllas alilas > I’TS
/"_P'__—_“—a_.,__

Tournal Educational Planning Studies

YAV olio LY JL.U ‘YY‘.D)LMS ‘\Y.b)sb

of educational buildings to be high, because many buildings are old and dilapidated. and newly established schools to
replace them could not answer the number of students. In relation to gender inequality, it should also be mentioned
that the school environment is the main factor of socialization in which the hegemonic models of the society are
reproduced and transmitted, and therefore, gender differences are created in institutional and cultural contexts, and
schools are also active actors in the formation of gender identities. Harahap, Maipita & Rahmadana (2020) show that
the greater the gender gap, the higher the level of educational inequality. Gender gap has a positive relationship with
educational inequality. Therefore, educational environments, especially schools, as the central core, should prevent
this type of inequality in learning science with effective planning and structural design in education. Khumalo (2021)
argues that the social institutions related to the educational structure are responsible for the distribution of justice,
fairness and equality among learners, as a result of determining educational policies, both at the policy-making level
and at the executive level, they must achieve equality and justice and respect rights. All people lead. As the discussion
above shows, social scientific advances in recent years have enlightened our understanding of the mechanisms of
children's unequal access to educational opportunities and the consequences of these inequalities for social mobility.
This knowledge enables policymakers to target interventions in areas of greatest impact (eg, growing recognition of
the importance of early childhood education) in an equity-oriented manner. As a result of improving human resources
in providing education in all regions, improving physical resources, lack of gender inequality between learners in the
cultural, social, financial and physical dimensions should be among the goals of educational planning.
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