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Abstract
Many philosophical and aesthetic concepts, despite their initial simplicity,
are presented in the form of anonymous assertions in the field of criticism
and literary theory. One of these concepts is critique of taste which,
especially after the spread of academic criticism and the subsequent neglect
of traditional methods of criticism, including the critique of taste, was looked
down upon due to its inability to evaluate scientifically and methodically.
Thereafter, it was bitterly criticized as a reliable touchstone and a trustworthy
method of criticism and was, therefore, abandoned. In order to critically
examine the negative and derogatory view toward critique of taste, in this
article we have tried to analyze the differences between the critique of taste
and academic criticism. By criticizing the opinions of followers and critics
of both groups, it becomes evident that contrary to the popular opinion,
critique of taste is not completely personal, subjective and devoid of criteria.
On the other hand, scientific/objective criticism is found to be tainted with
ideological, biased and intuitive outlooks. Findings suggest that despite the
rejection and ridicule of critique of taste, firstly, many opponents of critique
of taste are also caught up in it, and secondly, there are no precise criteria for
distinguishing critique of taste from the so-called academic criticism. This is
because the concept of taste is a complex historical concept and includes
various features.
Keywords: Literary theory, Taste, Critique of Taste, Academic criticism,
Impressionism
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Many philosophical and aesthetic concepts, despite their initial simplicity,
are presented in the form of anonymous assertions in the field of criticism
and literary theory. One of these concepts is critique of taste which,
especially after the spread of academic criticism and the subsequent neglect
of traditional methods of criticism, including the critique of taste, was looked
down upon due to its inability to evaluate scientifically and methodically.
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Thereafter, it was bitterly criticized as a reliable touchstone and a trustworthy
method of criticism and was, therefore, abandoned. In order to critically
examine the negative and derogatory view toward critique of taste, in this
article we have tried to analyze the differences between the critique of taste
and academic criticism by focusing on its reception and evolution in Iran. By
criticizing the opinions of followers and critics of both groups, it becomes
evident that contrary to the popular opinion, critique of taste is not
completely personal, subjective and devoid of criteria. On the other hand,
scientific/objective criticism is found to be tainted with ideological, biased
and intuitive outlooks. A close look at both types of criticisms and their
differences would, hence, reveal the actual status of such arguments and
opinions.

Research Methodology

In this descriptive-analytical research, authors intend to first define the
concept of taste in the West and in Iran and then examine its evolution in
literary circles in Iran. Considering the various sources on critique of taste as
well as the evolution of this type of criticism in Iran, it is determined that
nowadays critique of taste is mostly ignored due to personal and biased
interpretations that it relies on.

Conclusion and Findings

During time, taste has undergone repeated conceptual alterations, entering
various fields of anthropology, philosophy, art, etc. to finally come into
prominence in literary criticism. In Iranian literary criticism, taste has had a
long historical journey before it has reached its present, immobile status.
Critique of taste is used equivocally. It is sometimes endowed with positive
connotations and is used to differentiate pros and cons while criticizing a
piece. Some other times, however, it has negative connotations and refers to
labeling things as bad taste, tasteless, or without taste. At such times, it is
used for ridicule and sarcasm. In addition, any criticism which is radical,
Marxist, ideological, or religious is categorized under the umbrella term,
critique of taste.

In Iran, critiqgue of taste is misjudged and discarded as partial, biased
criticism, criticism without a touchstone, criticism based on impressions, etc.
It is also set in opposition to academic and objective criticism.

Of other vague points regarding the critique of taste and the relevant
confusion in literary criticism about this kind of criticism in Iran, we can
refer to interchangeable use of terms and concepts, synonymous use of
prejudiced criticism and critique of taste, ignorance of the relationship
between critique of taste and judicial criticism, and finally, the
presupposition that everyone likes criticism or favors neutral criticism.
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Findings suggest that despite the rejection and ridicule of critique of taste,
firstly, many opponents of critique of taste are also caught up in it, and
secondly, there are no precise and specific criteria for distinguishing critique
of taste from the so-called academic criticism. This is because the concept of
taste is a complex historical concept and includes various features.
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