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Death in the Works of Bijan Najdi and Mostafa Mastoor: A
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Abstract
Philosophy of death, one of the biggest enigmas in human history, has always
puzzled human beings ever since they were created. The basis of mythology,
evolution of human life in the form of immortal cycles of collective
unconsciousness irrespective of time and place, is suggestive of this concern.
Hence, awareness of the nature of death is reflected extensively as a thematic
element in artistic and literary works. However, such cognitive re-thinking
can have both negative and positive aspects. One aspect is its terrorizing
effect on human life and how it drives life toward vanity and futility while
another aspect is its potential for fostering the growth of wisdom, insights
and moral values. Considering these contradictory aspects regarding
humans’ preoccupation with death, in the present study researchers attempt
to explore the attitudes of contemporary Iranians, living in a modern context,
by using a descriptive-analytical method and focusing on two stories of The
Leopards who have Run with Me by Bijan Najdi and Pig Bone and Leper's
Hands by Mostafa Mastoor. Findings suggest that Najdi has had an
existentialist view on death which is depicted through his use of different
voices/ characters in the story. He has also tried to represent the hidden layers
of death in the lived experiences of society in its transformation from a
traditional background to a modern one by utilizing a metaphoric language.
Mastoor, however, looks at death with a more philosophic view and tries to
reflect his concern through depicting the inner and spiritual anxiety of his
characters.
Keywords: Awareness of Death, Cognitive Rethinking of Death,
Existentialism, Bijan Najdi, Mostafa Mastoor.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Death is one of the topics that has attracted the attention of experts and
researchers since ancient times. Depending on the type of approach to the
concept of death, some intellectual and pseudo-scientific schools such as
psychology of death, sociology of death, philosophy of death, etc. have been
established over time.
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Throughout history, the issue of death has been shrouded in mystery for
humans. However, many behaviorists and psychologists believe that the way
each person lives depends on their view of death. Therefore, some thinkers
like Khayyam resort to views such as carpe diem or hedonism in the transient
world in order to escape the bitterness of death through this artificial comfort.
For some others, like Attar, the thought of death becomes intertwined with
their lives, and this reminder leads them to confrontation with the transience
of the world and the eternity after death, leading them to adopt a God-
centered path and consider death not as a finality for themselves but as the
beginning of their journey in the arena of eternal life. Some other times, the
fear of death and the feeling of nothingness and non-existence leads some
people to nihilism and passivity or aggression and revenge so that in their
thoughts and words, they depict the world as unbearable, dark and bleak.
All in all, humans have two general views and approaches toward death: 1.
The materialistic and nihilistic view that considers death as the end of a
person’s life, hence leading to one's fear of it. 2. The spiritual and traditional
view that considers death as a rebirth and a new beginning, and thus triggers
no sense of fear.

Conclusion and Findings

The re-reading of the two collections of stories — The Leopards Who Have
Run with Me by Bijan Najdi and Pig Bone and Leper's Hands by Mostafa
Mastoor — with an existentialist lens helps compare the views of these two
writers in depicting the viewpoint of mostly middle-class people (with few
exceptions of lower-class life or the nouveau riche) to unveil the mindset of
a large percentage of the society. Findings are indicative of the following
points:

In Najdi's novel, we face an artistic and poetic treatment of death: a
metaphorical and artistic look that is considered to be one of the most
beautiful treatments of the concept. In other words, he provides an
existentialist view by which to confront the reader with the truth of death as
the staple of his fiction. Indeed, he has a non-religious and existentialist view
that gives meaning to life by taking it toward death: the common destiny of
most of the heroes of his story.

In Mastoor's work, while preoccupation with death is less frequent, its
treatment is realistic. He speaks of death through some of his characters, but
also considers the aspects of social life. He criticizes the machine-like life of
the modern middle-class man and ends the story with the good news of life
for Elias. He turns despair into hope and promises life to the audience.
Throughout the story, he moves away from faith, but at the end he returns to
his audience the faith that has been taken away from them throughout the
narrative.
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The characters in Najdi's stories are passive and sad. We do not see any
movement or action, and they do not take the story towards any ups and
downs. The bitter, death-oriented view of Najdi casts a shadow over the
characters' lives until the end and leads them to death. This is while the
characters in The Leopards, although hopeless, sad, black or gray, have the
desire to improve their living conditions in the process of the story. They are
aware of the fear of death and its mystery and consider toleration of pain and
suffering as a kind of human responsibility in the world. Mastoor depicts the
anxiety and horror of the modern man's loneliness with a God-believing
existentialist approach and a philosophical-mystical flavor; Najdi, however,
does not offer a way out or any final solution to existential problems and
ontological questions of his audience.
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