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Abstract
In this study, authors have tried to analyze The Tale of Baba Sobhan from a
bibliographical point of view, using library resources and content analysis
method, without referring to hypertext parameters and relying only on the
text itself. Examination of this work shows that the author has a
fundamentally realistic approach to the subject, theme, plot,
characterization and dialogue, the choice of place and time, prose,
language, expression and descriptions. Other cognitive elements such as
virtual and non-referential language, aggression, and sexual attraction did
not give this work a romantic and naturalistic flavor; they were used to
strengthen its realism. Authors intend to take a critical look at the feudal
system in this story to show how the upper classes use the existing conflicts
between the lower classes to achieve their goals, and how the lower classes,
if they do not gain class consciousness and unity, will always remain
victims of such centers of power and wealth.
Keywords: The Tale of Baba Sobhan, Mahmoud Dowlatabadi, Cognitive
Criticism, Realism
Extended Abstract
Introduction
Mahmoud Dowlatabadi, an Iranian novelist, was born in 1319 in the village
of Dowlatabad in Sabzevar where he received his primary education. This
village later became the setting of many of his most famous novels. (Oveisi
and Farhadi, 2015:10). In the 1960s, he gained valuable experience in the
field of acting in Tehran. He started writing with the story The End of the
Night in 1962. He was determined to develop his own style of writing and
turned to issues such as rural people’s sufferings in Khorasan and a society
struggling to keep up with imported modernity. In time, he became one of
the most prolific and productive writers of contemporary Iranian literature.
As evidenced by his published works, Dowlatabadi is a prolific writer who
has created many brilliant works in the field of regional and rural literature
of Khorasan. His The Tale of Baba Sobhan and Horseman were among the
banned books in 1977 due to their symbolic aspects.
We have tried to examine The Tale of Baba Sobhan from a cognitive
perspective to specify its framework in terms of theme, plot,
characterization, description, language and expression. Authors of this
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article believe that the critic should first take a comprehensive and cohesive
look at the story to understand its literary framework. Then, he should
delve into a more detailed analysis of the author's literary approach. Just as
a camera initially captures a beautiful landscape from a distance and then
zooms in to examine its individual elements, the critic should explore
different aspects of the narrative. It is possible that the viewer may see
angles of the landscape that are not inherently beautiful on their own but
when combined with other elements, create a different, nicer, perception
for the viewer. Similarly, in analyzing the literary aspects of a story, after
offering an initial, holistic interpretation, the critic engages in a detailed
analysis of the work to grasp the dominant themes and atmosphere of the
story; otherwise, he risks falling into a trap which would impede
meaningful interpretation. Therefore, this research seeks to answer a
fundamental question first before addressing any secondary questions to
reinforce the response to the primary question.

Research Questions

This analytic-descriptive research is an attempt to respond to the following
questions: Generally speaking, which literary school can this work be
categorized under? Which components and approaches indicate that this
work illustrates the features of that specific school? (Realism in this case).
Are there any approaches found in this work that may not be compatible
with the intended literary school?

Findings and Conclusion

Realist stories of Iranian writers of the 1960s and 1970s mostly centered
around poverty and class conflict, criticizing the feudal system dominating
the rural society, reviving the beliefs and traditions of the community and
the struggle against the Pahlavi regime. In the same vein, Dowlatabadi has
written most of his provincial-realistic stories about the lives of small-time
peasants and farmers of Khorasan. In The Tale of Baba Sobhan (1346), he
brings up the issue of land and work in accordance with the real
atmosphere of the rural environment, and with a critical view, bitterly
criticizes the oppressive behavior of land owners towards the peasants by
depicting the class conflict between them. (It should be noted that some
conflicts sometimes led to riots and movements.) Due to his artistic
perspective on society and its problems, Dowlatabadi presents a realistic
portrayal of the rural community and its struggles in this story through
realistic approaches and techniques, in terms of style and language, time
and place, characterization, dialogue, and description. In addition, he
makes adroit use of imagery that resonates with the rural setting to avoid a
romantic approach and to transform it into influential realism. The harsh
aspects of human nature and sexual inclinations in this work are not
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presented from a naturalistic perspective, which addresses societal realities
within a realistic framework. Dowlatabadi is not aiming to depict humans'
response to these psychological impulses but rather to demonstrate that
some individuals succumb to these pressures at times. The behavior of the

protagonist in surrendering to the gendarmes at the end of the story is
essentially an anti-naturalistic approach.





