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Abstract

Throughout history, Hamedan Plain has had a special place in the geography of
the region in terms of the region's climate and being located on important com-
munication routes. This area is considered one of the fertile plains of the western
part of the Iranian plateau, which was formed as a result of the alluvium of Alvand
mountain and is located in the geographical area of the Qarachai river basin and
the eastern part of Central Zagros. The attention given to Hamedan by the Seljuk
rulers has also shown its special importance in Jebal region. During this period,
Hamedan plain was chosen as a political and cultural center for a while, and the
evidence shows the important position of this region during the conquest of the
western regions of the country by the Mongols. Examining the geographical po-
sition of this region and the spatial plan of Hamadan during the Seljuq and Ilkhan-
ate period, the role of the Alavi family of Hamadan in the urban development and
its structures, as well as the main use of the Hamedan plain palaces during this
period, are among the questions of this research that must be answered. There-
fore, the purpose of this research is to investigate the settlement sites of Hame-
dan Plain and their possible location in the discussed periods by using historical
documents. This research is a type of historical analysis research and documen-
tary information collection. According to the divisions of ancient geographical
texts, Hamedan was located in the center of Jebal region and in the fourth cli-
mate. According to the research results, during this period, the city of Hamadan
had a scattered spatial structure similar to the city of Al-Mada'in in terms of
shape. The Seljuq and Ilkhanid rulers sought to increase influence in the region
by building numerous palaces, generally with political use. In the meantime, the
Alevi family formed a part of the city's body with its centuries-old rule over the
city of Hamadan and by establishing schools and religious places.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In the study of the appearance of cultural
centers, especially in archaeological stud-
ies, the geographical investigation of
places in different periods is very im-
portant. Hamadan plain is located in the
western region of Iran, near the Central
Zagros. What is clear is that this cultural
field has always been the attention of gov-
ernments during different periods. From
the time of the fall of the Sassanids to the
Mongol invasion, the Jebal region was one
of the most important regions of Iran, with
cities such as Hamadan, Dinevar and Na-
havand, etc., playing a key role in its polit-
ical, cultural and economic developments.
Re-examining the historical and geo-
graphical conditions of the cities of this
region and its characteristics in mono-
graphic form can be effective in under-
standing the history of that period. The
occurrence of some important historical
events in the Islamic period in the Jebal re-
gion has highlighted the place of this re-
gion in the historical destiny of Iran. Ham-
adan is one of the prominent areas of the
Jebal region, which, due to its location on
the east-west communication routes,
played a significant role in the historical
developments of the Islamic Middle Ages.
In this research, by using the remaining
documentary information from this geo-
graphical-cultural area among the written
documents, to some extent, it is possible
to provide an acceptable reconstruction of
the climatic condition and its effect on the
urban geography and the life of the region.
The most important issue that is often
seen in historical texts is the favorable cli-
mate of this region in spring and summer,
which is likened to the bride of Iranian cit-
ies. In the way of Hamadan being located,
both in terms of communication and trade,
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and in terms of campaigns and the inva-
sion of different ethnic groups to this re-
gion, it has caused the presence of mer-
chants and traders of other ethnic groups
with different cultures in it. The most im-
portant questions of this research are: 1-
According to the historical documents and
the available evidence, what was the geo-
graphical location and spatial structure of
Hamadan during the Seljuq and Ilkhanid
periods? 2- What was the use of most of
the palaces built in the Hamedan plain
during the Seljuk period? In this writing,
the nature of the research is historical re-
search in which the information is col-
lected by document method.

2. Discussion and Analysis

The Hamedan-Bahar Plain, known as Cha-
har Bolok/Simineh Rood Plain, is one of
the alluvial and fertile plains and is one of
the elements of Hamedan's economic
prosperity. This catchment area with an
area of 2459 square kilometers is located
on the northern slope of Alvand highlands
in a wide valley with high mountains on
both sides (Fig. 1 & 2). Hamadan plain has
fertile soil due to its alluvium. The most
important natural feature of Hamadan city
is Alvand mountain, which is located in the
west, southwest and south of this city. Due
to its relatively high altitude, this mountain
has springs and rivers with abundant wa-
ter, all of which flow towards the sur-
rounding plains of Hamedan (Alvand
Delta), which is an important factor in
providing water to the region and its thriv-
ing agriculture. One of the main points in
the formation and expansion of the city of
Hamadan is the abundant water resources.
The first direct written information about
the Hamedan plain can be found in Ibn Al
Faqgih's Akhbar al-boldan book (1970: 65-
66). In his description of Hamedan, he
mentions an area called Faravar {Farivar},
which corresponds to the location of
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Hamedan Plain today. Mostofi Qazvini
(1957: 80-79) mentioned this area by the
name of Farivar in Nuzhat al-Qulub (740
AH) directly referring to the plain of Ham-
adan and mentioned its extent from
around the city to two farsakhs. He (ibid:
80-81) after mentioning the important vil-
lages of Shahristaneh, Lalejin, Fakhrabad,
Qasemabad, Kushak Bagh and
Mamshanrud, he mentioned seventy-five
villages in total in this region. During the
Seljuk era, Hamadan plain was chosen as a
political and cultural center by the rulers
of that period due to its proximity to the
borders of Irage Ajam, its communication
position, and its special geographical and
climatic conditions. Among the important
urban structures of Hamedan during the
Seljuq and Ilkhanid periods, which written
documents provide us with additional in-
formation, we can mention 1- Dar al-Imara
(Ala al-Dawleh Castle), 2- Madrasa-tomb
(Togharliyeh, Sarbarzeh), 3- Tomb of Sadat
Alavi, Seljuk kings and amirs. (Arslan Shah,
Tughrel 1I, etc.) , 4- Squares (Sheverin,
New Koshk, and Deh Biar), 5- Numerous
mansions (Marghzar Koshk, Kohn Koshk,
etc.) , 6- Four main gates (Sheverin/Rey,
Dargazin , Baghdad and Isfahan) pointed
out (Fig. 6). At this time, the highway of
Great Khorasan Road was considered the
most important communication route in
the region, through which all commercial,
commercial and cultural exchanges with
neighboring areas (from Ray to Holwan)
took place (Fig. 5 & Table 2). A major part
of the economic and social life of the west-
ern part of the country and consequently
the Hamadan Plain was formed under the
influence of this communication route.
The formation of many traditions and
styles of pottery and architecture at the
level of the region and especially Hamadan
plain and its transfer to other neighboring
cultural centers was formed as a result of
this. It should be mentioned here that the

Hegmataneh site with its wide scope can
be mentioned as a large part of the primary
and main core of the old Hamadan city,
which historical and geographical texts
have repeatedly mentioned about its qual-
ity (extent and urban characteristics).

3. Conclusion

During the Seljuk period, The Hamedan
was considered one of the three important
cities of the mountain region, along with
the two cities of Ray and Isfahan. Due to
the climatic and political situation of the
Hamedan plain in the Islamic middle ages,
the rulers of that time paid attention to its
meadows (such as the Marghzar Qaratkin)
and its prominent palaces (including the
Marghzar palace). The creation of more
than five hundred palaces with major po-
litical and military use has been one of the
other factors of attention to the Hamadan
Plain in this period. One of the reasons for
the creation of this number of palaces in
the Hamedan plain was the increase in the
influence and dominance of the rulers of
that time in this region. Most of these pal-
aces were located on the main routes from
Hamedan to neighboring areas, including
the Great Khorasan route (Ray-Hamadan),
the route from Hamedan to Isfahan, and
the route from Hamedan to Qazvin. At this
time, the city of Hamedan had a scattered
urban structure, where important ele-
ments such as Madrasa-tombs, palaces
and mansions, Dar al-Imara, squares and
gates were scattered in different parts of
the city. The attention of Sadat Alavi from
the generation of Zeyd bin Hasan bin Ali to
this geographical and cultural area led to
the formation of mansions and tombs for
them in the urban context. During the
Ilkhanid period, Hamadan was considered
one of the largest cities in the Jebal region
with 24 villages. During this period, after a
period of destruction and numerous inva-
sions, Hamedan plain was subjected to
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special and constructive reforms. One of of Ghazan Khan and Oljaitu in the form of
the most interesting settlement periods of building khanqgah complexes, numerous
the Hamedan plain in the Islamic period is mansions and palaces, and the creation of
related to this period. Among the reforms a new town in the form of "New Hamadan"
of this period, we can mention the actions by the Mughal ilkhans.
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-Porter, R. K. (1822). Travels in Georgia,

Persia, Armenia, ancient Babylonia,
&c. During the years 1817, 1818, 1819
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