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Abstract

Tombs are the most numerous structures of the Islamic era in Torbat-Jam city,
which were built to honor great Sufis such as Sheikh Ahmad Jami. These monu-
ments have similarities and differences based on cultural, artistic requirements
and the context of the time in which they were created, which can be categorized.
From the Morphologicaliy, these buildings are built in two forms, open (hazireh)
and closed (domed), and they do not have the two important features of Iranian
tombs, i.e. central focus and spatial originality. In addition, the space syntax of
these tombs also has unique features that have received less attention. In open
tombs, the grave of the deceased is placed in an open space and a series of build-
ings centered around the monastery have been created around the grave, while
in closed mausoleums, the grave of the deceased is located inside the eastern
porch of a Chartagqi, which is actually the monastery of the deceased. Another
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important point is that both types are closely related to monasteries and the
graves of the deceased are placed next to or inside them. Therefore, in this re-
search, according to the historical and architectural evidence, similar structures
should be identified and classified first, and then the factors affecting the for-
mation of these styles should be analyzed.
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1. Introduction

Torbat Jam is one of the cities that got its
credit from Sheikh Ahmed Jam. The popu-
larity of the sheikh among the residents
caused the Sufism culture to develop sig-
nificantly in this land, and as a result, many
monasteries were built in the corners of
this land. Like other parts of the Islamic
world, these monasteries became a place
to bury them after the death of their de-
ceased, and the culture of visiting the de-
ceased and gaining grace from their court
led to the fact that from then on, the mon-
astery of the deceased was referred to
with a different function, such as Mazar,
Torbat or Hazireh. These monuments are
very abundant in the land of Jam and have
unique characteristics based on which
they can be classified and analyzed.

2. Research Methodology

This research is historical in nature and
has been done using religious, historical
and literary texts of the Islamic era and
field survey by the author (Javad Khoda-
doost).

3. Research Findings

Two types of tombs were built in the Is-
lamic period in the region of Torbat Jam,
which include open tombs (hazireh) and
closed tombs (domed). These tombs have
been expanded to the neighboring areas
and examples of them can be seen in
Bakharz and Herat, and the prominent ex-
ample is the tomb of Khwaja Abdullah An-
sari.

4. Conclusion

In this article, an attempt was made to
identify and classify the Morphological of
tombs of the Islamic era in Torbat-Jam city
by using criteria in accordance with Is-
lamic norms. Therefore, first, the tombs
were identified during the field survey and

after classifying them into two types, open
(Hazireh) and closed (domed), the reasons
for the formation of each of them were
discussed. The results of this research
show that the construction of a special
type of tombs (Hazireh) in Torbat-Jam
from the 6th century AH and after the
death of Sheikh Ahmad Jami, the famous
Sufi of this period, can be related; Because
his tomb was the first example of this type
of graves that spread in the following cen-
turies inside and outside the Jam region,
and the tombs that were mentioned in the
article (the border between Torbat Jam
land and Herat) show the influence of this
tradition in neighboring lands. As men-
tioned, these people were either descend-
ants and children of Sheikh Ahmad Jami or
were his followers and have always proven
their devotion to Ahmad Jami. In Sheikh
Ahmad Jami's Order, Quran and Prophet's
teachings have been the most important
focus of attention and these factors have
been given serious attention in the for-
mation of Hazireh tombs. In this type of
tombs, not building any kind of buildings
on the graves, the tendency towards sym-
bolic naturalism through trees, shadows
and water was one of the most important
features which, in addition to simplicity
and accessibility, it shows the symbolic di-
mension and attention to the attributes of
divine praise in the structure of these
graves. Parallel to this style, from the 9th
century AH to the end of the 10th century
AH, another type of tombs was built in
Torbat-e jam, which, despite some simi-
larities, have significant differences. The
most important change of the new type
compared to the previous type is the burial
inside the monastery or in a closed space.
However, the founders or creators of the
work did not bury the body of the de-
ceased in the center of the monastery and
by moving it to a corner of the monastery,
they paid attention to the abomination and
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the necessary orders about the burial. Due
to their small number, such tombs have
probably never been accepted by the gen-
eral public, as they are still not known as
tombs and the people call them mosques.
This issue becomes more obvious about
the tomb attributed to Khwaja Masoud
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Diez, E. 1918. Churasanische Baudenkmdiler. Raghib, Y. 1970. Les premier’s monuments
Reimer. Berlin. funeraires de I'Islam. In Annales is-

Okane, B. 1979. Taybad, Torbat-i Jam and lamologiques Vol. 9, pp. 21-36.

Timurid Vaulting .Iran. 17, (87-104).
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