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The Constructed Narration of Iranian Society in the Discourse of the
Novels of the First Half of the 1380s
Hamed Nowrouzit
Kolsoom Qorbani Jouibari?
Afsaneh Yaqubi Gazik®
DOI: 10.22080/RJLS.2023.26218.1440
Abstract
Since the constitutional era, authors of realist novels have attempted to
weave social realities into the structure of their novels. In this article, we
examine the narratives of four realist authors to focus on the social realities
of the 1370s and 1380s, two of the most important political periods in Iran.
As such, we examine social realities and factors affecting the formation of
the narratives in these decades. To this purpose, we have used the
theoretical foundations of two fields of thought: first, the epistemological
approach to social reality in the constructivist school, and second, the
sociological approach to reality and its division into objective and mental
realities. Findings suggest that social realities in the social field have
attracted the attention of the authors more than other fields. In the second
place is the economic sphere, which is dealt with a little more than cultural
realities in terms of the frequency of constructed realities. In none of the
examined works is there a narrative of the political sphere, except for the
novel "l o) 5" by Sanapur. On the other hand, most of the authors have
focused on the creation of objective phenomena, which is why only 40 out
of 395 constructed social facts are subjective.
Keywords: Realist novel, Narrative, Constructivism, Social reality.
Extended Abstract
Introduction
The writing of social realist novels in Iran started from the constitutional
era after Iranian writers became familiar with Western works. Ever since
then, realist authors have attempted to weave social realities into the
structure of their novels. In this article, we examine the narratives of four
realist writers to focus on the social realities of the 1370s and 1380s, two of
the most important political, social and cultural periods of the
contemporary era. In these periods, which are known as the periods of
construction (70s) and reforms (80s), the process of economic, political and
cultural changes is very intense. As a result, new social problems and
dilemmas are also occurring in Iranian society.
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Research Questions and Methodology

The research data will be extracted and analyzed from four social realist
novels that were published in the first half of the 80's: S« <ale (Pirzad,
2013), o= s2iy (Vafi, 2011), <> a5 SA ol saiul (Mastour, 2013)
and l= O's (Sanapur, 2015). In this article, central questions are
designed around social realities and factors influencing their creation in the
novel and finally the formation of the narratives created by Iranian society
in this decade. To answer the research questions, we have used the
theoretical foundations of two fields of thought: first, the epistemological
approach to social reality in the constructivist school, and second, the
sociological approach to reality and its division into objective and
subjective realities.

Conclusion and Findings

Findings suggest that authors have focused on the construction of the
narrative in the four spheres of society as follows: there has been great
emphasis on depicting social realities in the social sphere more than in
other spheres. In the second place is the economic sphere, which is dealt
with a little more than cultural realities in terms of the frequency of
constructed realities. In none of the examined works is there a narrative of
the political sphere, except for the novel 2l o) s by Sanapur. In this
work alone, all the political realities discussed in this research have been
reflected. In the social field, authors have paid the most attention to the
construction of facts and the shaping of narratives regarding the issues of
marriage and divorce. Following these, narratives depicting cultural issues,
including superstitions, religious customs, and popular customs, etc., were
most prominent in novels. Although sexual issues such as prostitution and
rape have been of interest to writers, they have not been much discussed in
these novels, compared to other realities. On the other hand, most of the
authors has focused on the creation of objective phenomena. Therefore,
only 40 out of 395 constructed social facts are subjective. These results
point toward the fact that these authors paid much attention to the creation
of realities that are clearly visible on the objective level of society, without
the need for subjective interpretations. In other words, they prioritized the
creation of external and collective realities over the subjective in a society
which was probably suffering from multiple collective and objective crises
which reflect the realities of the activists rather than their subjective
concerns.
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