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Abstract

The government's obligation to facilitate, generalize, and provide access to higher education free
of charge, in accordance with the country's self-sufficiency, is outlined in Articles 3 and 30 of
the Constitution. This mandate has established several legal requirements for the government.
Considering that the policy of governments in the higher education system is not necessarily set
in a unified form, and also considering the challenges facing the higher education system of Iran,
such as the financing of universities, the disproportionality of student admission capacity with
the needs of the labor market, the growth of unemployment of graduates of some fields, etc., in
this article, we seek to examine the way of reflecting the above task in the selected countries and
finally, extracting findings and teachings for the system We are higher education in Iran. Based
on the findings of the present study, the right to education and the government's obligation to
provide higher education are not enshrined in the constitutions of all countries. By examining
the domestic laws and procedures of various countries, it becomes evident that, despite the
government's responsibility to regulate the overarching framework of the higher education
system, there is no government monopoly on the provision of these services. Furthermore, free
higher education cannot be regarded as a universally accepted principle in this domain. Thirdly,
when adopting a systemic approach to the aforementioned issue, the regulation of government

Keywords: policy in the realm of higher education should be informed by the theoretical framework of the

Right to Education, Article
30 of the Constitution, Self-
Sufficiency, Free
Education, Facilitation and

state within the target society, as well as the implications of such policies on other social and
economic initiatives. Given the substantial quantitative growth of higher education in Iran and
the challenges it encounters; it is essential to reassess the parameters of higher education
development in alignment with the country's pursuit of self-sufficiency.

Extension of Higher
Education

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The government's obligation to facilitate,
promote, and provide access to higher education
free of charge, to the extent of the country's self-
sufficiency, is established in paragraph (3) of
Article (3) and Article (30) of the Constitution.
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This mandate has generated several legal
requirements for the government. Considering
that government policies in the higher education
system are not always uniform, and taking into
account the challenges facing Iran's higher
education system—such as university funding,
the mismatch between student admission
capacities and labor market needs, and the rising
unemployment rates among graduates in certain
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fields—it is essential to address these issues

comprehensively. In this article, we aim to
examine how the aforementioned task is reflected
in the selected countries and, ultimately, to
extract findings and lessons for the higher
education system in Iran. Based on the findings
of this study, the right to education and the
government's obligation to provide higher
education are not consistently articulated in the
constitutions of all countries.

2. Research Methodology

The methodology of this article is both
descriptive and analytical. It begins with a
conceptual examination of key terms, such as the
right to education and its inherent nature.
Subsequently, the article classifies the
fundamental laws of various countries based on
their recognition and guarantee of the right to
higher education, while also assessing whether
the institutions providing this education are
governmental or non-governmental. The legal
systems of France, England, and Germany will be
specifically investigated, and finally, the insights
gained from this comparative study will be
analyzed in relation to Iran's legal system.

3. Findings

By examining the domestic laws and procedures
of various countries, it becomes evident that,
despite the government's responsibility to
regulate the overarching framework of the higher
education system, there is no government
monopoly on the provision of these services.
Furthermore, free higher education cannot be
regarded as a universally accepted principle in
this domain. Thirdly, when adopting a systemic
approach to the aforementioned issue, the
regulation of government policy in the realm of
higher education should be informed by the
theoretical framework of the state within the
target society, as well as the implications of such
policies on other social and economic initiatives.
Given the substantial quantitative growth of
higher education in Iran and the challenges it
encounters; it is essential to reassess the
parameters of higher education development in
alignment with the country's pursuit of self-
sufficiency.
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4. Conclusion

Based on the findings of the current research, the
provisions of the Siam principle of the
constitution, in terms of expanding the scope of
the government's duties to facilitate and
generalize free higher education, of course, with
the condition of reaching the country's self-
sufficiency limit, is considered a progressive
ruling. This is although the constitutions of some
countries do not specify the duty of the
government to provide free higher education.
Despite the passage of more than four decades
since the approval of the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the legal and extra-legal
dimensions (including financial and budgetary)
of the government's duty based on Article 30 of
the above-mentioned law have not been properly
examined. The excessive expansion of
universities and higher education centers, the
increase in the number of students and graduates,
the growth of unemployment among university
graduates, and the government's budget problems
are among the most important factors that have
doubled the importance of rethinking the
government's duties in facilitating and
generalizing free higher education. Also, the
design of a suitable legal system for the
implementation of Article 30 of the Constitution
by emphasizing the identification of existing
needs, pathology of current problems, and policy-
making regarding the development of higher
education according to the needs of the country is
necessary. Considering the relationship between
the topic and the role and size of the government,
it should be acknowledged that today, while
emphasizing the non-monopoly of the
universities, it is necessary to focus on the
regulatory and supervisory tasks of the
government in a special way. Considering the
problems of advancing Iran's higher education
system, the implementation of the plan for the
improvement of higher education by the
ministries of science, research and technology
and health, treatment and medical education
based on the tasks mentioned in articles 95 and 96
of the law of the 7th five-year development plan
of the Islamic Republic of Iran (1407) -1403), is
inevitable.  Achieving this important by
emphasizing the reorganization of the state of
higher education providers (both universities and
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higher education centers) as well as the review of
valid majors (in progress) and, if necessary, the
revision of the existing majors' curricula and
chapters can be a feasible part. Attention to
solving the current problems of the higher
education system. In this direction, the provision
of free higher education should naturally be
focused on the fields of trends that are necessary
to ensure the country's self-sufficiency based on
accurate indicators (in its various dimensions).
The possibility of providing non-free education in
cases unrelated to the country's needs will not be
ruled out. Based on this, the creation and

Volume 8. Issue 4. Serial Number 16. Winter 2025. Pages 77 to 98.

development of universities and higher education
centers is not necessarily limited to ensuring the
country's self-sufficiency.
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