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Abstract

Persian pop or popular songs have always attracted a large audience across various age
groups and social strata, becoming an integral part of people’s daily lives.
Consequently, Persian popular songs have the potential to play a significant role in
shaping and reshaping public culture and taste. The authors of this study aim to explore
the poetics (shared structure) of Persian pop songs by analyzing their lyrics in an
attempt to establish the reasons for the popularity of these songs. Findings of the study
reveal that while Persian pop songs are considerably different in terms of lyrics and
melody, they share common elements in their deep structure, which can be categorized
into specific groups. The recurring elements in Persian pop songs include theme,
language, singability, musical characteristics, and social connection. In addition, the
fundamental and recurring themes are romantic, epic, ideological, inspirational,
awakening, and humorous. Primary structural forms include single verse, binary,
ternary, and more complex structures.
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Introduction

Songwriting in Iran, in its modern definition, began during the Constitutional Era with
Ali Akbar Khan Shirazi, known by his pen name Sheyda (1843-1906), who is
considered by many to be the reviver of songwriting in contemporary times (Karimi,
2000: 29).

From the Constitutional Era to the present, songs can be categorized into three main
groups:

A. Classical Songs (before the Constitutional Revolution)

B. Modern Songs (from the late 1950s to 1979)

C. Contemporary Songs (from the mid-1990s to the present)

In each of these periods, song lyrics have undergone linguistic, literary, and ideological
transformations, often reflecting the social and political conditions of their time. Despite
these changes, certain structural features have been preserved and carried over from one
period to the next.

If we consider a song as a structure, it is composed of various elements that come
together to form its overall framework. Pop songs, despite differences in lyrics or
melody, generally fall into distinct categories in terms of form and theme. This research
aims to examine the shared themes and structural patterns across different types of
Persian pop songs.
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Research Questions and Methodology

The aim of this descriptive-analytical research which is conducted on the basis of the
analysis of Persian pop song collections is to answer the following questions:
- What is a song, and how does it differ from other poetic genres?
- Can a shared structure be identified in songs despite variations in form, language,

and dialect?

- What are the poetics of Persian songs?
- What is the relationship between songs and music?

Findings and Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that while Persian pop music
has undergone significant changes since its inception, the structural elements of songs
can be categorized into six main groups: Structures, Language, Singability, Musicality,
Themes and Subjects, and Connection to Society.

Before the Constitutional Revolution (1906—-1911), the structure of songs was closely
tied to classical Persian poetry, following the same literary forms, language, and
mindset that had dominated Persian literature for centuries. However, after the
revolution, there was a marked transformation. Song lyrics, like literary language,
shifted toward the colloquial speech of the streets and markets. Themes transitioned
from traditional subjects like the beloved’s locks, dark nights, and the sorrow of
separation to modern topics such as women’s rights, justice, equality, labor, oil, and
politics. One of the most significant structural changes post-revolution was the
replacement of traditional literary forms with structures aligned with Western melodies.
Another key finding of this research is that while Persian pop songs often use traditional
Persian poetic meters, the most critical aspect in creating musicality in lyrics is the
equal number of syllables, rather than the distinction between long and short vowels.
Similarly, in rhyming, auditory equivalence between two words is more important than
traditional classical poetic rhyme patterns, marking a significant distinction between
songs and classical poetry.

Finally, the defining feature of a song is its use of a common, everyday language that
reflects the spoken language of the people during a given era. From a formal
perspective, Persian pop songs can be classified into four main structural groups:
Single-verse structures, Binary structures, Ternary structures, and Quaternary structures.
These four primary forms can be considered the foundational structures of Persian pop
songs in their performative format.
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