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Abstract

In common thought, “night” may seem like an ordinary word, but for the sharp-eyed
poet of “epics of defeat,” it is anything but mundane. Mehdi Akhavan-Sales’
perspective on his surroundings is intertwined with the darkness of “nights steeped in
death.” Reading his epic-like poems and encountering his enigmatic words guide us
toward uncovering the hidden secrets in his poetry. Within the pages of his poetic
paintings, images take shape that narrate the deep sorrow of a patriot’s heart. In his
imaginary world, he constantly searches for the “lost Aryan paradise” and the “silver
city of moonlight.” Since “Akhavan is the voice of his era,” we embark on a journey
through the labyrinth of his sorrowful and hopeless poetry, navigating its twists, turns,
and darkness, to reach the other side of his verse and witness the true thoughts of a man
known as the “mourner of his dead homeland.” This study seeks to explore “the
cherished horizons and secrets of the night” in Akhavan-Sales’ poetry by adopting
Gaston Bachelard’s thematic criticism approach, which attempts to merge science with
imagination. Acknowledging that behind every word we perceive lies a hidden concept
revealing the truth of its creator, this research selects the theme of “night” from
Akhavan’s symbolic universe, focusing on the poems “Dar In Hamsaye 17 (In This
Neighborhood 1) and “Shab Ke Shod” (When Night Fell). Through the poetic silence of
these works, we aim to grasp the delicate fabric of the patriotic thoughts of the “narrator
of forgotten tales”.
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Introduction

By studying an artist’s imaginary world, one can better understand them and present a
more accurate picture of them to their readers. This research delves into one of
Akhavan’s favorite themes—night—in an attempt to uncover its mysteries and gain
insight into the subconscious of this modern Persian poet. Undoubtedly, exploring the
frequently recurring theme of night, with its multiple meanings, cannot be fully
addressed in this study. Therefore, we specifically examine how Akhavan portrays night
in the poems where political and social events unfold within its darkness.

As Hoghooghi states, “For Akhavan, the element of night is a living and sentient being”
(2014: 48); it seems to be his twin, constantly walking in his shadow, appearing and
disappearing throughout his poetry. In this weary and ever-watchful word, Akhavan has
“breathed life and cast the rays of his own personality upon it” (Hoghooghi, 2014: 48),
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making its presence inseparable from his poetry. It is evident that this temporal element
often reflects the poet’s own state of mind: “The night was weary of its dark lingering”
(Hoghooghi, ibid: 49). The exhaustion and solitude of the night, in reality, mirror
Akhavan’s true emotional state and his despairing helplessness—an image in which he
repeatedly sees his own reflection. In this poetic mirror, he often asks himself: “Tonight,
what is night? Do you even know”?

Research Questions and Methodology

Most research in the field of literature relies on sources available in libraries or
reputable humanities websites. The authors of this study have followed the same
approach, conducting months of systematic research on various Persian and non-Persian
books and articles to analyze Akhavan’s poetry and Bachelard’s theories on thematic
criticism and imagination. By examining the theme of night in these two poems, authors
have attempted to answer the following questions: Why does Akhavan use the night to
express his thoughts, and why does his night seem so dark? Can he hold onto the hope
that “when night falls, a light exists” (Akhavan-Sales, 1981: 8) to guide his way? Why
do natural phenomena seen at night fail to bring peace to the weary poet? What corner
of Akhavan’s imaginative world do the “cherished secrets of the night” point to? Can
these secrets be unveiled ?Ultimately, what does Akhavan’s sorrowful gaze at the sky of
his time signify? In his view, is “night nothing at all?”

Findings and Conclusion

Mehdi Akhavan-Sales, the “mourner of his dead homeland,” was born and lived in a
period when his “pure Iran” had become a “city of stones,” resembling a “cursed ruin of
history.” As the storyteller of defeated epics, he depicts a nation whose ancient grandeur
has been plundered and desecrated, turning it into a “nest of disgrace and hatred,” where
“the brutal cold of midwinter reigns.” The Iran he presents to us is one engulfed in a
“terrifying night,” a “cold and depressing prison-night” with no dawn in sight and no
fresh air to breathe amid its “stifling and sorrowful nights”.

With his epic tone and poetic imagery, Akhavan constantly asks questions. It is
impossible to read his poetry without encountering his melancholic and discontented
inquiries. His world is filled with philosophical and social questions, as though he is
searching for someone who can finally answer them. The theme of night is both beloved
and pervasive in Akhavan’s poetry. Though it is filled with darkness, it paradoxically
serves as a mirror.
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