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Accepted: Objectives: This study explores the discursive history of anthropology in Iran, focusing on
November 8, 2025 two pivotal periods: the 4th century AH (973 CE) and the Constitutional Revolution (1905 -
Available online: 1911 CE). These eras, marked as “periods of return to the Iranian self,” represent crucial
August 26, 2026 turning points in the development of anthropological thought in Iran. Methods: The presenr

research employs the discourse analysis method within the context and framework of
historical-social dynamics. Results: The research demonstrates that the roots of
anthropology in Iran extend back to the pre-modern era and the scholarly activities of Abu
Rayhan Biruni. Biruni, through his empirical, observational, and comparative approach to
cultural studies, particularly in his work “Kitab Tahqiq ma li-1-Hind” (An Enquiry into India),
laid the foundations for an indigenous anthropological paradigm. This period witnessed a
revival of Iranian identity and intellectual richness stemming from a “polyphonic space,”
reinforced by thinkers like Ferdowsi, Ibn Sina, and Omar Khayyam, and supported by
dynasties such as the Samanids. Conclusion: With the advent of Muhammad al-Ghazali and
the dominance of his jurisprudential and theological approach, this anthropological
paradigm entered a “long silence.” Al-Ghazali, by negating philosophy and rational sciences,
promoted a “monoglossia” that profoundly influenced the transformation of Iranian
thought towards a mystical /theosophical paradigm. This silence persisted until the modern
era. The Constitutional Revolution emerged as the second turning point, witnessing the
Keywords: “rebirth of thfa anthr(?pological paradigm” and a return to ancient'lranian identity and a
«new discursive and intercultural space.” The emergence of new literary genres and the
«novelization of Iranian culture” in the works of intellectuals like Dehkhoda, Jamalzadeh,
and Hedayat contributed significantly to “intellectual anthropology” and the initial
institutionalization of the discipline. The study concludes by discussing the clash of
Iranian Anthropology, “monoglossias” in the contemporary era, such as the approach of Ahmad Kasravi, and the
Polyphony continuation of “intellectual anthropology.” This ongoing struggle between polyphonic and
monophonic discourses characterizes the history of anthropology in Iran.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The discursive history of anthropology in
Iran is a multifaceted narrative shaped by
a continuous interplay of intellectual and
cultural forces. This research delves into
this history, specifically highlighting two
critical periods: the 4th century AH (973
CE) and the Constitutional Revolution
(1905-1911  CE). These eras are
conceptualized as “periods of return to the
Iranian self,” serving as pivotal turning
points in the evolution of anthropological
thought within Iran's pre-modern and
modern contexts. The research posits that
the roots of Iranian anthropology extend
to the pre-modern era, marked by the
intellectual contributions of Abu Rayhan
Biruni (973-1048 CE). Biruni, hailing from
Khwarazm during an “era of revival of
Iranian culture, identity, and civilization”,
is recognized as a pioneer of pre-modern
anthropological studies in Iran. His travels
along the Silk Road within Greater
Khorasan exposed him to diverse cultural
and scientific traditions, fostering a
“dialogical and intercultural space” crucial
for comparative cultural understanding.
Concurrently, monumental works like
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh contributed to the
revival of Iranian identity and its
mythological heritage.

However, this nascent anthropological
paradigm faced a period of “silence” with
the rise of Muhammad al-Ghazali (1058-
1111 CE), whose emphasis on jurisprudence
and theology overshadowed rational and
philosophical sciences, leading to a
“monoglossic” intellectual environment.
This “anthropological silence” persisted
for  centuries. The  Constitutional
Revolution in the modern era marked a
“rebirth of the anthropological paradigm,”
characterized by a renewed interest in

ancient Iranian identity and the
emergence of a new “dialogical and
intercultural space.” This period saw the
flourishing of “polyphonic” genres, the
“novelization of Iranian culture”, and a
burgeoning “intellectual anthropology”.
This study aims to trace these shifts,
analyzing the alternating dominance of

“polyphonic” and «monoglossic”
discourses in shaping Iranian
anthropological thought.

2. Methods

The present research employs a
qualitative historical-discursive analysis
approach to reconstruct the trajectory of
anthropological thought in Iran. The
methodology involves a close textual
analysis of primary and secondary sources
spanning the defined historical periods
(the 4th century AH to the Constitutional
Revolution). Specifically, it examines key
intellectual figures, their seminal works,
and the socio-political contexts in which
their ideas emerged and evolved. The
process included:

Identification of pivotal historical
periods and intellectual turning points:
Focusing on the 4th century AH and the
Constitutional Revolution as critical
junctures for the emergence and re-
emergence of anthropological discourse.

Discursive analysis of key texts:
Examining the works of figures like Abu
Rayhan Biruni, Ferdowsi, Ibn Sina, Omar
Khayyam, Muhammad al-Ghazali, and
later intellectuals such as Dehkhoda,
Jamalzadeh, Hedayat, Mostofi, Kasravi,
Behrangi, and Sa'edi. The analysis sought
to identify anthropological approaches,
comparative methodologies, and the
presence or absence of “polyphonic”
(dialogical, multi-voiced) Versus
«monoglossic” (single, authoritative voice)
discourses within their writings.
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Contextualization = within  broader
socio-cultural and political landscapes:
Understanding how dynastic support (e.g.,
Samanids), geopolitical interactions (e.g.,
Silk Road), historical traumas (e.g., Mongol
invasions), and political movements (e.g.,
Constitutional Revolution) influenced
intellectual paradigms.

Conceptual framing: Utilizing concepts
such as “polyphony” (Bakhtin, 1984),
“liminality,” “carnivalization,” and
“anthropological silence” to interpret the
shifts and transformations in Iranian
thought.

This approach allowed for an in-depth
understanding of how anthropological
inquiry, initially present as an indigenous
intellectual tradition, was suppressed and
later revived, demonstrating its inherent
connection to the «return to the Iranian
self.”

3. Results

The research reveals a cyclical pattern in
the discursive history of anthropology in
Iran, characterized by periods of
flourishing “polyphonic” anthropological
thought followed by periods of
“monoglossic” suppression, only to be
“reborn” later.

The 4th century AH stands out as the
foundational period for an
«anthropological paradigm.” Abu Rayhan
Biruni exemplifies this era, employing an
empirical, observational, and comparative
methodology in his study of diverse
cultures, most notably in «Kitab Tahqiq ma
li-I-Hind”. His work, alongside Ferdowsi's
revival of national identity (Ferdowsi,
2008), Ibn Sina's rational philosophy, and
Khayyam's critical skepticism, fostered a
rich “polyphonic space.” Dynasties like the
Samanids  further  supported  this
intellectual ferment.

However, this initial paradigm faced a
significant setback with the rise of
Muhammad al-Ghazali. His staunch
opposition to philosophy and rational
sciences, and his promotion of a rigid
theological framework, led to a
“monoglossic” intellectual environment.
This  resulted in a  prolonged
“anthropological silence,” where Biruni's
empirical and comparative approach was
marginalized. The intellectual landscape
shifted towards a mystical /theosophical
paradigm, exemplified by figures like Attar,
Rumi, Hafez, and Sa'di, who, while
enriching Iranian literature, represented a
departure from empirical anthropological
inquiry.

The Constitutional Revolution marked a
profound “rebirth of the anthropological
paradigm” in the modern era. This period
saw a resurgence of “polyphony,” evident
in the «novelization of Iranian culture” and
the emergence of “intellectual
anthropology”. Intellectuals such as Ali-
Akbar Dehkhoda, Mohammad-Ali
Jamalzadeh, Sadegh Hedayat, and
Abdollah Mostofi contributed significantly
to understanding popular culture and
social realities through their literary and
historical ~works.  This intellectual
movement eventually led to the initial
institutionalization of anthropology, with
the establishment of the first Museum of
Anthropology in 1936.

Despite this revival, the modern era also
witnessed the persistence of
“monoglossic” tendencies, exemplified by
figures like Ahmad Kasravi. His normative
and often puritanical views, reminiscent of
Al-Ghazali's  approach, sought to
standardize culture and reject perceived
“superstitions” and traditional elements.
Nevertheless, the “intellectual
anthropology” tradition continued
through the works of writers like Samad
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Behrangi and Gholamhossein Sa'edi,
maintaining a focus on popular culture and
social issues.

4. Conclusion

The discursive history of anthropology in
Iran, spanning from the 4th century AH to
the Constitutional Revolution, reveals a
dynamic interplay between “polyphonic”
and “monoglossic” intellectual forces. The
research highlights the existence of an
indigenous  anthropological tradition,
rooted in the empirical and comparative
methodologies of figures like Abu Rayhan
Biruni, = which  predates = Western
influences. However, this tradition
experienced periods of suppression, most
notably during the dominance of Al-
Ghazali's theological paradigm, leading to
an  “anthropological  silence.”  The
Constitutional Revolution marked a
significant  resurgence, fostering a
“polyphonic” intellectual environment that
facilitated the “rebirth” and early

institutionalization of anthropology in
Iran. Understanding this historical
dynamism is crucial for appreciating the
unique trajectory of anthropological
thought in Iran and its ongoing
engagement with national identity and
cultural diversity. The continuous tension
between  valuing diverse  cultural
expressions and seeking uniformity
remains a defining feature of this rich
intellectual history.
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